It's time to pull the Commentator's plug

rom time to time | enjoy talking to a
friend of mine who works for the gun
lobby in Washington, D.C.. Mike is what

bution. He s most of his time on t
talking to politicians, lrytuln:llh-m.um
lnttl:r-lnumh-o!pmp

In ‘s world view good Americans are peo-
ple who own guns, smoke cigars and eat a lot of
steak.

Alt it is rare, Mike made a good political
point while we were discussing the government
shutdown. “Keith,” he said. “Even if you com-
plotely disagree with the freshman Republicans.
you should at least respect them for doing what
they promised and standing up for what they
believe in.”

| had to

I still believe that dismantling welfare and edu-

cation are dead wrong. Bul | sense that some
Republicans are trying to solve the nation’s
lems with what they consider to be bold solu-
tions. | have to respect them for that

Sadly. if political courage were gauged in a
similar fashion at the University, our leaders
would fall miserably

From the ASUO, to the Student Senate, o the
Women's Center, what University women
learned last month when they were journalisti
cally raped (see related column on page 2) was
that the political ideclogy of the day is meekness
and silence

I never knew that humans could survive with-
out spinal cords until my interviews with ASUO
President Jennifer Williarason and Women's Cen
ter Director Edwina Welch. So intimidated by
the school-yard bullies of the Oregon Commenta
tor, these “leaders" sit quietly as their female
constituents endure the Commentator's jovial
advocacy of violence against woman.

The publishing of the “Top 75 Roasons Why
Women (Bitches) Should Not Have Freedom of
Speech™ was merely an escalation of the Com-
mentator’s continuing attempt to subvert Univer.
sity women's sense of safety

Last yoar the journal suggested a “Take Back
The Women Night.” In this article the “blatant,

yot subconscious oppression of women” is laugh-

ingly lauded. The article explains how “women
make better property than partners” and “why
men should not be persecuted for acting upon
their instincts.”

The remedy is not to request a Commentator
apology; people don't nmq‘iu when they are
ignorant of their own wrongdoing. The solution
is to revoke any and all Commentator incidental

foes and to remove the Commentator from its cur-

rent EMU space

Certainly free speech should be encouraged in
any society. Bigots have a right to say what they
will,

Make this distinction clear: There is a world of

mmhhlcdllhwlh:olgndmn-

difference between exercising free spesch and
free spooch.

The University Clark Document, which estab-
lishes the guidelines for incidental fee distribu-
tion, states that all groups receiving funds “must
not substantially interfere with the University's
ability to carry out its educational mission

In the previ
ously-men-
tioned stories,
as well as
other issues,
the Commentator has advocated rape jokingly
and overtly. The University has made its anti-
rape advocacy clear through such as
Saferide and the Women's Studies Department

Based on the Clark Document criterion, the
Commentator has repeatedly interfered with the
University's ability to carry out its educational
mission and thus should be defunded immediate-
ly

AT

Based on their statements, Williamson and
Walch ap more content to hide in their EMU
cubicles lm'm even pose this argument. When
asked about the “Top 75" list, Welch said she
would embrace silence as a defense. So accus
tomed to the Commentator's monthly beating,
Welch didn’t even entertain the thought of fight
ing such repugnance

Willlamson exhibited equal complacence
When asked if she would call for the Commenta
tor's defunding after the infamous, “If she can't
speak, she can't cry mpe” statement, Williamson
blankly responded: “1 don't think I'm willing to
risk the political capital on that.”

Williamson just spent the last weekend in
Washington, D.C. at the Feminist Expo ‘96. At
this event she was able to listen to prominent
fominists and to speak with Cloria Steinem. If
our “feminist™ Presiden! is unwilling to risk the
political capital to confront the Commentator's
aberration, one wonders what would take
Williamson out of her inactive web

Seven years ago. the Commeniator's fun:ls
ware temporarily removed. The publication’s
lm:ulumJ foes hearing is scheduled for February
29 at 9:30 p.m. in the EMU Boardroom

The Program Finance Committee has sald that
students’ voices must be heard if it is to consider
revoking the publication’s funds. You can mail
all complaints to the PFC at Sulte 4 of the EMU
If you refuse to have your incidental lees used 1o
propagate hatred, sttend the meeting or contact
the PFC and say so

Usniversity women and men who oppose pro-
rape discourse have boen silent for 100 long, Per-
haps they can still raise their volces on a campus
whaere their political leaders lack the courage to
join them.

Keith Cunningham, a senlor majoring in English,
is a columnist for the Emerald
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Two lives?

In res to David Bartlett's
thoughtless fumble into the sbor-
tion deba:e (ODE, Jan. 25). 1
would like to expose the flawed
thinking of his column

First, he wants us to under-
stand that there are “two” lives
at stake when considering abor-
tion.

The scientific community is
divided on whether sentient life
begins at conception. The quali-
ty of life of the ant woman
is often o\'uku\tmn this fetus-
oriented debate.

Motherhood should not be left
up to chance. Women are too
often seen as only vessels of
future generations and not as
autonomous .

Bartlett u‘::& restrictions

laced on late-term abortions are

-ause the fetus is then termed
human.

Third trimester abortions are
simply more complicated proce-
dures. Fortunataly, 95,5 percent
of all abortions are performed in
the first two trimesters. Accord-
ing to Dr. Dominick Purpura,
Dean of the Albert Einstein Med-
ical School, the synaptic con-
nection that permits pain sensa-
tion of the fetus does not exist
until 28 weeks, not 12 weeks as
Bartlett stated

Bartlett sees a link connecting

abortion with Naziam and slav-

ory.

He is right in that Hitler chose,
through mass sterilization and

nocide, who could have chil-

ren. Slave owners viewed their
female slaves as breeders and
often sexually exploited them to
produce “chattel.”

In both situations the individ-
ual rights of the woman were dis-
regarded and taken away. lsn't
this exactly what anti-abortion
activists proscribe?

Sukey Lupton
Eugene

Work together

| am concerned with your pub-
licizing the orlahm that “group
projects suck® and “must be
stopped” (ODE, Feb. 2)

I think you are promoting a
spirit of Intolerance we've seen
in Eugene lately, in this case, an
intolerance of students toward
teachers and toward other stu-
dents. Group projects succeed or
fail depending upon the spirit of
inquiry of the participants

You get out of an education
what you put in. Your concern
over whether others are benefit-
ing from your work s an exam-
ple of how business-world val-
ues have begun corrupting the
value of education

Rather than “let the weak
drown.” why not let the strong
students help teach the weaker
ones? If a teacher is able 1o make
itis or her workload more man-
ageable by relying on students for
input, then there is no reason
why this should be counter-pro-
ductive.

Teaching is not simply about
filling class time with informa-
tion, and learning is not simply
absorbing facts. Information is
wastod on those who don't know
how to wark with ideas, and this
is why group projects can be
valuable

If we focus on competing with
curselves instead of with others,
we can change the climate of
intolerance and the quality of

education.
Bradiey Butterfield
Graduate, Comparative
Literature

! A photo caption in the |

| Feb. 6 issue of the ODE
incorrectly stated that a
Lane Transit District bus
was the cause of an oil

| leak into the Millrace. In

| fact, the cause of the cont-

| amination has not been

| determined. The Emerald
rogrets the error

e a sv a s sexually transmitted disease in

If you've had

(hlamydia is the most common

unprotected

sex, you are
the United States roday. Doe in

at risk for

fifry men is infecred and shows

chlamydia.

no symproms of the disease.

The University of Oregon Student
Heaith Center Is offering chlamydia
urine screening to men at no charge
winter term. Stop by the laboratery
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m., or call 346-4455 for
more information.
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