
It’s time to pull the Commentator’s plug 
From 

limn to Haw I enjoy itUiiu to a 
friend of mine who woe It* for the gun 
lobby in Washington. DC Mike is what 
you might call I he hart Mar* of gun dtatti- 

button Ha spends m<»« of hi* lima on the phono 
talking to politic ian* trying to get the moat gun* 
for the greatest number of people 

In Mika"* world vlaw good Amaru an* an* pan 
pfo who own gun*. *mok» cigar* and mt a lot of 
mm* 

Although it i* rat*. Mika mada a good political 
point while w» warn discussing the guv remnant 
shutdown “Keith." ha said. "Evan if you com 

plataly disagree with tha freshman Republicans, 
you should at bast respect thorn for doing what 
lhay promised and Handing up for what thav 
believa in." 

I had to agree 
I suit behave that dismantling welfare and edu- 

cation are dead wrong But I sense that soma 

Republicans are trying to solve tha nation's profo 
lams with what they consider to be bold snlu 
Hons I have to reaped them for that 

Sadly. If political courage were gauged in a 
similar fashion at the University, our feeders 
would foil miserably. 

From the ASUO. to the Student Senate, to the 
Women's Center, what University women 
learned last month when they were journalist I 
felly raped {see related column on page 2) was 

that the political ideology of the day is meekness 
and silence. 

I never knew thal human* could survive with- 
out spinal cord* unril my interview* with ASUQ 
President Jennifer Williamson ami Woman * On 
ter Director Edwins Welch So intimidated by 
the school yard bullies of the Oregon CommrnUi 
tor. these "leaders" sit quietly a* their female 
constituents endure the (Uimnwnlaloi't jovial 
advocacy of violence against women 

The publishing of the "Top 75 Reasons Why 
Women (Bitches) Should Not Have Freedom of 
Speech" was merely an escalation of the Com- 
mentator's continuing attempt to subvert Univer- 
sity women's sense of safety 

Last year the journal suggested a "Take >U< i 
The Women Night.” In this article the "blatant, 
yet subconscious oppression of women" is laugh 
ingly lauded The article explains how "women 
make better property than partners" and "why 
men should not be persecuted fur acting upon 
their instincts." 

The remedy is not to reuuest a Commentator 
apology; people don't apologise when they are 

ignorant of their own wrongdoing The solution 
is to revoke any and all Owunentator Incidental 
fees and to remove the t jHnnwntator from its cur- 
rent EMU space 

Certainly free speech should be encouraged in 
any society. Bigots have a right to say what they 
will 

Make this distinction clear There is a world of 

dlfliwotii between esenising free speech and 
funding hm speech 

The 1 ^diversity Clerk IWumetil. which Mt«h 
lishe* the guidelines for incidental fee dlstribu 
turn, ii«(m that all group* receiving fund* “rowel 
not substantially interfere with the University'* 
•bility to carry out it* educational imutoti 

" 

the (jammvntahit ha* advocated tape jokingly 
and overtly The University has made it* antt- 
rape advocacy clear through programs such as 

Saferide and the Women's Studies Department 
Baaad on the Clark Document criterion, the 

Cnmawntah* has repeatedly interfered with the 
University's ability to <arty out it* edu. at tonal 
mission and thus should be defunded immediate 

Based cm their statements. Williamson ami 
Welch appear more content to hide in their KMt? 
cubicles than to even pose this argument When 
asked about the Top 75" list. Welch said the 
would embrace silence a* a defense So accus- 
tomed to the Cbmtnenfotor’t monthly beating. 
Welch didn't even entertain the thought of fight* 
ittg such repugnance 

iiWPNllililiiLiliMii1- 

ln the prevt 
misty men 

tioned stones. 
a* well as 

other issues. 

Williamson exhibited wjual complat era e 

When asked If she would call far the Comment it 
tor's defunding after the infamous. "If *b# can't 
*P«sk. *he un i cry r*j**" statement. Williamson 
hUnkly responded *1 don‘I think I'm wilting to 
risk the politic*) capital on that 

Williamson just spent the last weekend in 
Washington. DC at the Feminist Expo m At 
this event she was able to listen to prominent 
feminists and to speak with Clori* Stetnem If 
out 'feminist- President U unwilling to risk the 
political capital to confront the CammenkttoCt 
aberration, one wonder* what would t«k* 
Williamson out of h«r inactive web 

.Seven years ago. the Commentator'» fun is 
were temporarily removed The pultlit stian't 
incidental foes hearing t* scheduled for February 
28 at 9 30 p m in the EMU Boardroom 

The Program Finance Committee has said that 
students* voices must he heard if it is to consider 
revoking the publication s funds You can mail 
all complaints to the PFf. at Suite 4 of the EMU 
If you refuse to have your incidental lees used to 

propagate hatred, attend the meeting or contact 
the PFC and say to 

University women and men who oppose pro 
rape discourse have been silent for too long Per 
hap* they can still raise their voices on a campus 
where their political leaders lac k the courage to 
join them 

Keith Cunningham, a senior maturing in tinghrh. 
is a catumnM far the Emerald 

IfTTfRS 

TWo lives? 
tn response to David Bartlett's 

thoughtless fumble into the ol*w 
tion deba.e (OD£, )an 25J, f 
would ilka to expose the flawed 
thinking of his column 

First, ho wants us to under 
stand that there us “two'* li«w 
at stake when considering shut 
tion. 

The scientific community it 
divided on whether sentient life 
begins at conception The quail- 
ty of life of the pregnant woman 

is often overlooked in this fetus 
oriented debate 

Motherhood should not be bit 
up to chance Women are too 
often seen as only vessels of 
future generations and not aa 
autonomous beings 

Berrien reasons that restrictions 

placed on tale term abortions are 

because the fetus is then termed 
human 

Third trimester abortions are 

simply more complicated proce- 
dures Fortunately. 5 percent 
of all abortion* are performed in 
the first two trimesters Accord- 
ing to Dr Dominick Purpura. 
Dean of the Albert Einstein Med 
ical School, the synaptic con- 
nect tun that permits pain sense 
tion of the fetus does not exist 
until 28 weeks, not 12 weeks at 
Bartlett stated. 

Bartlett sees a link connecting 

abortion with Narism and slav 
ary. 

He is right in that Hiller thane, 
through mat* sterilisation and 
genocide. who could have chil- 
dren Slave owner* viewed their 
female slave* as breeder* and 
often Mutually exploited them to 
produce "chattel 

in both situations the individ- 
ual rights ut the woman were di* 
regarded and taken away. Isn't 
this exactly what anti-abortion 
activists proscribe? 

Sukay L upton 
Eugene 

Work together 
I am awc«nwd with your pub 

lotting the opinion that 'group 
protect* suck" and "must ba 
stopped" (OOP. Pate 2). 

I think you are promoting a 

spirit of intolerant-* we've teen 

in Eugene lately, in thi» oue. an 

Intolerance of student! toward 
teachers and toward other stu- 
dent* Group protects succeed or 

foil depending upon the spirit of 
inquiry of the participant* 

You gel out of an education 
what you put in Your concern 
over whether others are benefit- 
ing from your work la an exam- 

ple of how business-world val 
ues have begun corrupting the 
value of education 

Rather than "let (he weak 
drown.” why no! let the itrtmg 
students help teach the weaker 
one#? If a teacher to able to make 
hi* or her workload more man- 

ageable by reiving on students fur 
input, then there i» no reation 

why tin* thou id be tounter pro- 
ductive. 

Teet hing it not simply about 
filling class time with informs 
lion, and learning i* not (imply 
absorbing (acts information is 
wasted on those who don't know 
how to work with idea*. and this 
is why group pro|ects can be 
valuable 

If we locus on competing with 
ourselves instead of with others, 
we can change the climate of 
intolerance end the quality of 
education 

Bradley Butterfield 
Graduate Comparative 

Literature 

CORRECTION 

A photo caption in tb« 
Fob 6 issue of the ODB 
incorrectly Mated that a 
l-ano Transit District bus 
was tho causa of an oil 
leak into tho Millrece In 
tact, the cause of the cont- 
amination has not been 
determined The Haw raid 
regrets the error. 

I 

i//(t/ to i/to. ma/ice 

rj Send o Bouquet 
of Hearts and Flowers 
'Wild Thing' 
'Prisoner of love* Captive 
Bouquet, includes Handcuffs 
Ordf today! F»#e Chocolate Euphoria TRUFFLE 

* CMmm o* >« i«p *» tm tr Mm 

Eugene’s Flower Home 
THE UNIVERSITY FLORIST 
BIO E. 13th at Patterson C 485-3B5.S 

Owner* are U of O alumni 
Oui Mar** Mcm» ►team'* 

I 

Associated 
Students 
President’s 
Advisory 

Committee 

Wants You! \ 
—Student Forum 

FebruaryS. 1996 
^ 3 30 pm Ben Under Room 

EMU 
• Voice your opinions 
• Talk about the issues 

****** 

• We will tell President Frohnmeyer 
what Oregon Students want. 

Change can t happen without your voice 
Come and Make a Difference! 

fi***a*i 

It’s as 

easy as 

If you’ve had 
Chl.irnydu* is »N* most common 

unprotected 
s*»*u,*Ily transmitted disease mi 

sex, you are 
the tinned States today. One m 

at risk for 
fifty men is infected and shows 

chlamydia. 
no symptoms of the disease. 

T)m Unt**r»4t| at Ortje* Itadan! 

H**«» Cantor It stfarlaf cfclarwydia 

«rtM teraMtaf to aim at m dnr«* 
•Ww lam. Sta# toy tka laboratory 

Manday ttaoeffc Friday, 1:06 a m. 

to 2:60 p.m., m call 34» 44H tar 


