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O0’Neil: Kansas City wasn't offering a quarterback job for sure

@ Continued from Page 10
was the right decision.

“If someone rejects & decision that | think
is right, I'm not going 1o cry about i1.”

In reality, Kansas City wasn't offering
O’'Neil the third-string quarterback job. They
weren'l even offering him an official tryout
to get that job. They were offering him the
chance to work out with the team and impress
some people, something they had already had
him do & few months earlier.

“It wasn't like they were giving me s dream
shot,” O'Neil sald. “They were giving me &
shot in the dark. 1 don't need shots in the dark
I would love to play in the NFL, but I'm not
living my life 10 do that.”

Cool-headed decisions like that, Romaine
sald, come 1o O'Neil naturally,

“He has a good sense of common sense and
msponsibility,” Romaine said. “They came
after him, but he isn't even slightly interest-
od, which seems 1o blow everybody's mind.~

But whan the Piranhas came calling — not
demanding (a big difference, O'Neil points
out — & unique oppartunity arose. O'Nell was
the guy they wanted, and they wanted to
sccommodate him as much as possible

"I was aware of him as a player,” said lan
Walsh, the director of player personnel for
the Piranhas. “After | watched his film, | got
oxcited "

Likewise, Piranhas hoad coach Babe Paril-
li liked what he saw in O'Neil.

“(Pariili] knows quarterbacks as well as any
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It wasn't like they were giving me a
dream shot, they were giving me a shot in
the dark. | don’t need shots in the dark.

— Danny 0'Neil
Formes UD Quarnterback

one, and he really likes what he sees in Dan-
ny.” Welsh said

Because the teem practices in the moming
and plays games on the weekends, O'Nell's
duties at Calvary would not be jeopardized
by the opportunity

“It was an opportunity where | wouldn't
have to sacrifice my position at Calvary.”
O'Neil sald. “That was not going to be & nego-
tiable factor. ”

“The main sticking points were not over
money, but that he could fulfill his duties
at Calvary Chapel,” Welsh sald. adding that
some games are played on Fridays. “There
ame other things, but we can work them out

“He knows what he wants to do, and this
is the only place that would fit.”

And when you combine O'Neil's name
recognition with the fact that the Piranhas,
who used 1o be the Las Vegas Sting, are in
only their first year in California, Welsh saw
a perfect opportunity for both sides.

“He is a local hero,” Welsh said. “He Is one
of the more recognizable names in Ora
County. And it gives him a platform to do oth-
er things .. be a positive impact.

"I know we got a good guy.”

And the motives for O'Neil's resu to
foothall aren’t what many people think.

“I'm not playing Arena football to get a
shot.” he sald. “1 will definitoly take it as a
time to enjoy myself. | hope it will be a blast,
and that | will have fun with i~

But that doesn’t mean O'Neil won't go all
out for the Pirnhas. In Arena football, the 50-
yard fleld and the fact that passes can be

l-{cd off of the walls is ideal for & quarter-

“For a quarterback, this is the place to be,”
Walsh said. "It worked out perfectly.”

It was under O'Neil's tutelage that the Ore-
gon football team went to the Rose Bowl for
the first time in 37 yoars. But after four years
of putting football first, O'Neil has made reli-
gion and teaching his top-ranked priorities
He has made the transition from the pigskin
to the pulpit.

According to Romaine, it takes a special
type of person to meet a pastor’s job descrip-
tion,

“One who cares about the people, ane who
goos the extra mile,” Romaine said of the qual-
ities of a pastor. Apparently, O'Neil already
has them

“He will make a fabulous pastor,” he added.

And a great Arena football player, to boot.
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Unplugged!
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Whon I've got a break in the day, | like to
access UOnet, get e-mail and surf the Web
from anywhere on or near campus.”
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You've got » laptop. A desktop A phone line. And a modem
But can you always connect?

What if you never got a bury signal? What f you had no time
himit? What if you could simply get online? From virtually
anywhete on of near campus. Alytime you need to Just by
hooking up a wirelets modem 10 your computer

That's right. Wireless.
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modem does. And it's avadable at the Microcomputer Support Center

‘ s all out there UONet E-mad The internet
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mpp.uoregon.edu

weeeeeeeeeno- Microcomputer Support Center
202 Computing Center * Monday-Friday * 9am-Sem
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