O’Neil: Life after Oregon has been good to former UO star
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“My dream growing up was not to play
in Canada but 1o play in the NFL.” O'Nell
said, adding that Canada jusi wasn't the
right place for him to start a career, in pro-
fossional football or otherwise. “It is not a
roalistic avenue 1o get 1o the NFL. | was told
that you go to Canada to make a career in
Canada, and | didn't see Canada as the ide-
al place for me

“It needed 1o be the right situstion, and
I don't think it arose.”

I did think telling them that | would be
willing to be there the next day was the
right decision. If someone rejects a
decision that | think is right, I'm not
going to cry about it

— Danny 0'Nell
Former U0 Quarterback

50 O'Neil went home to Southern Cali-
fornia, but not dejected. At Oregon, O'Neil
had been active in pmmounLﬂhrmun
campus organizations, so when he got home
and the opportunity for him to continue the
work that he had done in Oregon arose at
Calvary Chapel, O'Neil was sot

Since then, O'Neil has bocome the min-

¥ Istry’s “go-to” guy. Calvary Chapel depends
on O'Neil to coordinate field trips, coach
surfing and bowling and found a chess
team

Make that an all-purpose go-to guy

“He was already into the thing clear up
to his eyeballs. He just fit in nicely — he
had jast finished the Rose Bowl and had
just graduated from school.” said L. E
Romaine, assistant pastor st Calvary, adding
that O'Neil oversees the activities of 300 1o
400 kids. “"He roally gots alter it. His hands
are really full.”

But after assuming that position, O'Neil
was faced with a tough decision. The
Kansas City Chiefs, a team be had worked
out with just months earlier, came s-call-
n’

Actually, they came s-demandin’ —
demanding on a Tuesday that he pack his
bags and be on the next flight to work out
with the team on Wednesday. But Wednes-
day Is a big night at Calvary — when O'Neil
meots with his bible study group — so he
proposed being 1o practice on Thursday
That decision didn’t fly with the Chiefs

“"With my beliel and faith in Jesus Christ
and God, you make the decisions you know
are right.” O'Neil said. “1 didn"t think just
picking up and leaving was the right deci
sion, but I did think telling them that |
would be willing to be there the next day
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Ml ) while at Oregon, but emerged after his four years
Turn to O'Nell, Page 12 as one of the Ducks most influential quarterbacks.
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