Our Country’s Good crosses race, gender boundaries

Andrew Mayer
Frmmiarce (eportes
A toast to Australian Day was given on the

avening of Jan. 26, as the Robinson Theatrs
MM Wertenbaker's Our Coun
try’s Good.

Our Connt:{’; Good is a play based on the
story of British penal settling of Botany Bay.
Australia in 1788. Many convicted British
prisoners and defeated Royal Officers from
the Revolutionary War with America wore
sent down under to set up camp.

The fictional/non-fictional characters of
this play are based on recovered diaries’
accounts of the period and an adaptation of
Thomas Keneally's novel The Ploymaker

Director Michael Phillips interpreted
Wartenbaker's script with a focus on the cos
tumes by Carey Hanson and Rebecca Utz as
the major vehicles for transition and conti
nuity

Brechtian influences were seen as actors
changed from modern casual wear to peri
od costumes on stage. Gender and cultural
roles were crossed and identified by the cos
tumes the actors wore

Moreover, in a time of limited ROovernment
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funding of arts and humanities through the
National Endowment of the Arts and the
National Endowment of the Humanities
there are striking similarities between the
limited artistic concern for the Botany Bay
civilization from Britain, and current day
American art being put on the back burner
by our conservative l
tatives

This is a timely play

Un occasion, the sudience responded
emaotionally to the acting. Justin Devanzo's
character Robert Sidew ay lsarmed the arnt of
acting and initially the audience laughed
Although in later

scenes, the laughteor

od House of Represen

potentially humorous

Was missing or was al
the wrong moments
b

e actors stretched the tem po beyond the

elasticity of both the play’s era and the sudi.
ence’s patience

Fenjoyed the classical music selected by
Ryan Webber and | would have enjoyed it
more if it was exclusive of the hobnob of
additional modem ploces

The costumes were enough to remind the
audience of the universality of the theme.

The tan to brown monotone design,
by Paul Dustrund, was minimalistic and
called for most of the action to take place
near the audience. The massive half-a-boat-
hull structure on stage right placed the
action down stage of it, as co-actors looked
on from above

The overall theme of the play was that the-
ater can help civilize people without indi
vidual, gender, race, class or time barriers

I did receive that mes . and | do see the
need for more focus on the NEA and NEH
controversy. More directors need to choose
such plays and more theaters need 1o
include such notices in their programs

Ihe play continues on Feb. 1-3 and 9-10
with a special matinee performance Feb. 4 at
2 pm. to benelit Head Stant of Lane County

For more information, call 348 4191

Bed of Roses combines sappy plot with realistic characters

Jesse Bohrer-Clancy

T'hree stars

Okay, I'll admit it. When | " W
wenl in to see Bed of Roses, | Al
was expecting sapin massive
quantities. We're talking taping
a-lorest-of-maple-trees-in-late
Vermont Guantities of sap hore
Boy meets girl, boy loses girl
boy gets girl again, all that crap

Yeos, Bed of Roses was all that
but with a bit of a twist. You see, day
both characters were portrayed
as real people with, ves, real

(Pamela

Arsfian 5

apart. Lisa then gots an amazing
arrangemeont of flowers the next
with no note, Her friend
.‘ir'g.:“i

o

L8 8 4

lvaving Lewis wondering

the hell did | do?
Lisa then
deliveries

didn"t

send

S0 naturally she kisses him

wigs out, and runs out the door

begins to
of her favorite roses
every hour on the hour.ls that
enough sap for yvou? That's just

them and it “hadn’t ocourred ™ 1« how the Him starts. and Just

ncredible roof top garden that Hiim noire, modern gothic sure
. he's cultivated bul beautiful? Never. There's
X ! .
)2 In her mind this just wa simply not that much 1o wor
ed by: Michael Goldenbury ' .
2 too much. Here is this RuY with and a dinty, crime infested
warring Marv Shuart Lisitrrins s
Marring Mary Stuart Masterson and nice, sensitive, compassionate urban island that isn't exactly

romantic by any means
Masterson gives & wonderful
w hat periormance that carries the
tilm. Every emotion, no matier
recoive nRow subtle, shows on her face
She almost says more just with a
look than by opening her mouth
You sew, Lisa has the problem

of not being able to accept some
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problems

Mary Stuart Masterson is Lisa,
your basic neurotic, driven cor
porate stiff who has nothing in
her life but her work, her clod of
a boyfriend and her fish. But the
fish just took a trip to see Davey
Jones’ locker

Noedless to say her life
appears to be seriously lacking
any sort of emotion, particularly
love. The two inch corpse float
ing upside down in the fish
bowl is the last straw. The
facade falls away and she falls

the twit she’s been dating

HBeing the neurotic that she |s
she tracks down the florist who
delivered them, Lewis (Christ
ian Slater), in a library

He won't tell her who sent
them and her neuroses won't let
her accept il. Hence she stews
all night and finally figures it
oul

Lisa then spends the day with
Lowis traveling around Manhat
tan, delivering flowers and
almost catches herself having &
good time. Lewis takes her up to

from that, I'd probably puke too
But this film is more than the
sum of its parts

Writer-Director Michael Gold
enburg instills the film with an
intelligence and integrity that
goes beneath the surface of just
your basic love story. Both char
acters are seriously flawed, be it
by tragedy or by other things
oither within or beyond their
control

And the cinematography
Never before have | seen Man
hattan look so beautiful on film

one else’s love. Sound crazy? It's
not, it's very real and Masterson
portrays it magnificently

Slater also gives a fine show
because he looks like he's final
ly trying to drop that Jack
Nicholson impersonation he
always does and finally act a bit,

If you're a cynic, slay away
from this film like the plague,
you'll waste six bucks and hate
it. But if you're still a bit of a
romantic in this bleak world,
give it a try, il may just warm
your heart in this season of cold

8.00 PM. lanuary 31, 1996
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Saturday 91
LR. Kelly &
Walker T. Ryan
Sunday 911
Spank Jarz Quartet
Tuesday 8-10
Belly Dancing

Micre pints $2.00 all days.
27th & Willamette
484- 9504

7’1 "

Eﬂ(ﬁmm‘e
\Valtz

February 1, 2, 3,8, 9, 10, 1996

I{npu—‘h for accommaodations |
related 10 dinabilites W6 4190 1
1
|

A SECOND SEASON
PRODUCTION

BOX OFFICE Mé-419

BLUES JAM $1.00
EVERY MOMDAY!

TONIGHT!
LOST CREEK

SAT 3 FEB
DUFFY BISHOP BAND

WED 7 FEB

CITIZEN X
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