Israeli leader talks tourism politics

@ CULTURE: The visting consulate general
says Israel 1s a sale soCety now that
peace agreements are being reachad

By Doug irving
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There is more to Israell society than politics, and
students should visit the country 1o “see the face
of the changing Middle East.” said laraell Con
sulate General Reda Mansour, who was in Eugene
Wednesday 1o addreas the Jewish Student Union
and Hillel

“The idea is to got people to know about the
other side of lsrael,” he said. “With all the changes
today, | think it could be exciting toc go visit in
Isranl.”

Besides talking tourism, Mansour presented
poems he wrote about Israeli social concerns to
about 20 people in the Multicultural Center

“My poetry has changed through the years,” he
sald. He used to write about love and nature, but
his job changed his subject matter

As consulate general, Mansour has been
involved in the recent politics of lsmel. The peace
process, especially, has changed the face of the

country, he sald
“People have the opportunity

for the first time to have nornmal
interactions with the other
side.” he said. “It's something
that s very intense. Our whole
life was dominated by lthe
Arab-lareeli] conflict ™

With the opening of borders,
Istael has become a prime
tourist spot, Mansour said. He
encoumged students 1o visit the
country and then continue
throughout the Middle Eaxt
“Now this whole area is becoming more tourist-
oriented.” he said. “1 want p'u:?
opportunity.”

The Middle East has long been questioned as a
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However, Mansour said the recent peace agree-
ments have ended the violence, even on the bor

dors

“I'm much more concerned when | come home,
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wrong exit,” he sald. “lsrsel is a very safe society ™

Lobby targets rising cost of higher education

B TUITION: The Oregon extra $3.5 million in tuition next  issues already on the agenda
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