West University guides

W STREETS: The guides
can not make arrests and
do nol have more authority
than average cilizens

By Abe Estimada
Laormemurty Flagorier

Downtown mall guldes with
their familiar crimson hats and
jackots bogan walking the streets
of the West University neighbor
hood Tuesday moming

Two downtown mall guides
now known as the West Univer
sity guldes to area merchants
will patrol East 13th Avenue
The West University guides will
also be walking through an area
between East 12th and 14th
avenues and Patterson and Kin
cald streets

Merchants along East 13th
Avenue sald thoy are excited
about bringing two more pairs of
oves (o the area for security

"Having jrt‘n')ll" in uniform
and I!-l‘.lli;: A presence really
Richard
prosident of the |

!u-i];« sald Lstoen
niversily
Assodciation

Small Business

Generally, people are support

ive of the idea

Busi
ness Assoclation, Sacred Heart

The University Small
Medical Conter and the Univer
sity are funding the six-month
pilot program that brings at least
three senior mall
gultln\ to the West University
neighborhood

downtlown

| soe them giving a lot of
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Community Police Officer Nen Saxon leads two new downtown mall guides through the East 13th business
area. The mail guides are hired by local businesses 10 patrol the downlown area

assistance,” Green sald The
idea of bringing guides to the
area 18 a sign that we wan! 1o be
safe and not harassed

Mike Schaan, guides manager
said the West University Rguides
Iluil(-
armed with popper spray for

cannot arrests and are
sell-delonse. The guides are also
equipped with cellular phones
to call i:nh. e in cases of emer
Koy

We have no more authority
than a normal citizen,” Schaan
sald “We ask for voluntary com
pliance |of ordinances]. We're
not going in there to try to stop
drug deals. We want 1o make
our presence known. If thers are
serious problems woe coall
Eugene police).”

Schaan sald the West Univer
sity guides will fulfill many of

the same duties as their down

town counterparts by prov iding
information

tance to visitors in the Univer

and giving assis

sty area

The guides program began
work in 1991 in response 1o lod
tering and drug-dealing prob
lems that plagued downtown
Eugene. These same problems
in the Weasl
University neighborhood, and
Schaan said he hopes the su
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rea security

We have no more authoriry
than a normal citizen. We axk
for voluntary compliance [of
ordinances|. We're not going
in there 1o try 1o stop drug
deals. We wani to make our
presence known. If there are
serious problems, we call

[Eugene police]

— Mike Schaan
Guides Manager

cess of the guides in downtown
Eugene can be repeated along
East 13th Avenue

the increased foot
traffic along East 13th Avenue
and the more aggressive nature

However

of some il.nrlh-llll“f'f\ and loites
ors in the area pose different
challenges to the guides. Police
records show that the area is
plagued with more incidents of
drug dealing. assault and petly
crimes than any other part of the

city

We're going to be more cau
Schaan said. "We're
ROIng to & new area, and we
don't know the dynamics

tious

‘We're going in there with a
laid-back attitude and will help
out |n-n|,|||° when they need it,”
he said Fhe guides' biggest
asset is to use their common
sense in an unsafe situation.’

CORRECTION -

in an article In the Jan 30
the OQDE incorrectly
stated that Ehm Etlund was a
visiting professor, when in tact
Prolessor Lev Losef! is the vis
ting prolessos
regrots the ermmov

odition

The Emeraid

MEETINGS
EMU Board wil sponsor a
House Commilies meeling
Woday rom 4 10 8 p.m_in ENIL
Century Room D For more
wdormaton. call 346-3720

Mufticuttural Center wi
SPONSOY the firsl straleg
meeling o Ccombat ant- fmims
Praton legeslabon in Dregon

today at 4 30 p m i the Myl
cultura) Center For move
nformation call 46 4207

Student Senate wil meel
tonight at 7 in the EMU Boaid
Room For more nformabor
call 346-3749

RELIGION

Newman Center wil spon
sOf @ stugent Mass and socal
tonsght at § at 1850 Emerakl
St For more ntormation  call
M6 -TO21
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