VIEWPOINTS

UO students: Weren’t
we supposed to vote?

W OUR OPINION: University
volers decide 1o be
inactive in Oregon’s future

Unless thousands of Uni-
versity students sped to bal-
lot-drop boxes yesterday,
the ASUO’s aggressive cam-
paign to or campus
voters had little effect on the
number of students who
exercised their right to rep-
resontative democracy.

In fact, as of Monday,
only 31 percent of registered
voters in the four precincts
around the campus had sent
in their ballots. This would
be a dismal turnout in any
election. But this time, our
rate of ballot return is 23.5
percent lower than the state
averago.

It’s hard to believe that
just last year the University
was named the most politi-
cally active campus in the
United States.

If that doesn’t disturb you,
you're not alone. Apparent-
ly, we don't care that we're

apathetic.

OK. maybe that's a little
harsh. After all, the negative
campaign may have turned
many of us off to the elec-
tion. And yes, some may
view the election as a seloc-
tion between the proverbial
lesser of two evils.

Or perhaps bocause so
many of us are from out of
state and will leave Oregon
the second our diplomas
grace our palms, we feel no
incontive to invest our ener-
RY in this state’s political
dealings.

We can easily rationalize
our (in)actions. In the end,
however, all of these excus-
es amount to little more
than a whiny, Gen-X justifi-
cation,

Twentysomethings com-
rlmu incessantly about

wing labeled as do-nothings
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who have no work ethic or
sense of civil responsibility.
Wae're told that we are
media-savvy and cynical,
aware of the world’s prob-
lems but unwilling to take
them on. In revolt we cry:
“We're not slackers! We are
not a target market!”

And then we go out and
prove them right.

In our defense, we did
register in record numbers
for this election. That was
the easy part. It takes minis-
cule political passion to fill
oul a card uur.
off your back. Taking part in
the political process and
helping shape the nation’s
future requires work. It
requires you 1o care.

Why bother? Because
more than senatorial elec-
tions are at stake.

Political power is money-
driven. For the most part,
college students can’t wield
influence with that sword
We are, however, a huge
voting block, and we get our
neads met (e.g., student
loans, financial aid, tuition-
cost control, student health.
care funding) by casting our
ballots. We matter in the

litical debate only

ause 4,000 of us can
swing an election.

Thus, when we don‘t
exercise our rights, politi-
cians lose interest. And we
lose our voice in Salem and
Washington, D.C.

As jaded Gen-Xers, most
of us won't be dragged to
the polls by some archaic
sonse of duty or patriotism.
No matter. Voting can
appeal to us for selfish rea-
sons. We won't get what we
want unless we punch a
hole in a ballot, lick a stamp
and head for the mailbox
Oh, the sacrifices we make
for democracy
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YOU WANT ME TO VOTE DR YOU
BUT YOURE ALL THE SAME, YOuU
GET N AND NOTHING GETS DONE

IT'S My OPPONENT Y
PosiTioN,
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Weapons ban threatens student safety

0 you pack a .38 Special in your purse
on campus? Do you carry a .25 auto in
your backpack? If you do, you have a
serious new choloe 1o make
If you carry a gun with a concealed carry per-
mit, you won't be legal on campus any more
A pml.:»nd change to the student conduct

code wi ibit concealed weapons on cam-
l:n: This forces people with ts to choose
woen loaving their guns off campus, handing

them over to the Office of Public Safety (OPS) or
carrying them illegally.

This is an winecessary rule change; we dont
have a problem with concealed weapons on
campus. It infringes on the vights of law-abiding
citizens, and does nothing to increase safety on
campus. It will actually increase the risk for
those who now choose to carry & weapon for
solf-defonse

And how will this new rule be enforced?
Wall, for the most part, it won't be. If OPS offi-
cers have roas & cause 1o search you, they
can do it. The legal means to deal with disorder-
ly or dangerous people already exists. Those
who carry weapons now might well ask: If the
OPS and Eugene cops can't deal with the prob-
lems on 13th Avenue, how do they figure
they re going to make campus safer by removing
a legal means of protection from licensed and
monitored people?

You can assume that anyone with a permit is
a law-abiding citizen buecause the sheriff's office
gots & weekly report ca a:l permit holders, and
those convicted of misdemeanors or groater
offenses lose their permits. Four or five people
per month in Lane County have their permits
revoked for misdemeanors such as shoplifting,
or for a DUI or an assault

OPS and the Eugene Police Department sup-
port this ban because of some scary situations
they've experienced with people who had con-
coalod weapons (and permits). Problem is, this
new rule would allow the confiscation of per-
sonal property based on a crime that might hap-
pen

Lat's say you drink now and then, and your
ox-roommates hate your guts. Let’s say they call
OPS and say you've been drinking, and you own
a car, and they're just tervified you're going to
drive, and they say you once threatened to run
over your biology professor. An imminent mur-
der, right?

Should the police be able to come and get
your car? You can check it back out when you
neod it, so what's the problem?

For that matter, do you really need a car on
campus? Perhaps we ought to ban possession of
cars because people might drive them.

Considering the number of assaults, rape, and
attempted rapes on or near this campus in the

last yoar, | can't bolieve the OPS is trying to
explain its support for banning concealed
weapons by insisting “no one needs concealed
weapons on campus.”

But then, | wouldn't expect large males
trained in law enforcement 10 understand that
some of us small females must occasionally
walk alone after dark across campus to our
homes. | understand and agree with forbidding

session of weapons on a plane. | understand

ing their possession at grade schools. |

might even support banning them from resi-
dence halls or athletic events. But take a look
around, boys and girls — this campus is not a
grade school, and Eugene is not a small, rural
town where the cops play cards at the donut
shop on Friday night.

~STITT During the 15-or-so years
that | carried a gun, | never
shot anyone, and | drew it only
once — the night in 1982 when
1 watched a very drunk man
scuffle with a friend of mine

When it became obvious that
she was within inches of being
raped, | aimed at his chest and
told him to stop. He looked at
my gun, then at my face, and
he split. | am still not sure
whether Ellen would have been raped had 1 not
done that

I am sure, however, that | would have shot
him. And | am sure that | was glad | had that
Pl.illll inmy coat ill.hl" i am aven more sure
that Ellen was glad | had it

| am not telling you this because | think | am
hero. I'm telling you this so you'll understand
that there are both pros and cons to this rule
change

The new rule won't keep the nuts from carry-
ing guns. But it might keep people like me from
carrying them on campus, and it puts those who
leave them home at risk

Dont kid yourself into thinking this new rule
will make campus any safer

It will not keep loony psychopaths from pack-
ing guns around to shoot you with. It will not
kmr violence-prone people from drinking. It
will not keep guns off campus. It does give OPS
and the real police one more tool: a citation they
can write that they couldn’t write before

When it comes to safety, though, this is noth-
ing but a feel-good rule, a politically-correct
declaration that guns are dangerous and we're

going to keep them off campus so that students
will be safer

Kelly Andersson, a senior majoring in journalism,
is a columnist for the Emerald




