
Schneider: If Magic can pull it off, more power to him 
■ Continued from Fag* 1 
larv (or NBC *rui even owned a portion o( 
the learn he helped make IntKiut 

No play er really ever captured the overall 
love of the fan* lisa Magic 

tarry Bird never quite looked comfort 
able in front of the camera Charts* Barkley 
wh «|ectad from a few too many game* and 
•pit on a few too many (ant to become a 

popular icon And even with tha enormous 
latent of Michael Iordan, ha slwsy* teemed 
a bit too aloof for the average fan 

In abort. Magic was the man for the NBA 
until he wm at ruck down from hi* lofty 
pedestal by tha virus that cauaes AIDS 

Now the NBA need* Magic to throw it 
another rope and pull the league hack into 
the safety of ftin popularity My mam ques- 
tion fa. why would Magic, want to do it this 
time around? 

To begin with. Magic is not the man he 
was when he guided his tickers to a toa* to 
the Bull* tn the NBA Finals five year* ago 
At It* Magi* is at the stage in his life when 
players begin to wind down thetr careers, 
not try to start over 

At his news conference*, the former super- 
star didn't look super at all He looked, well, 
old It Is obvious to the casual observer that 
Magic is carrying an extra 10 pounds on his 
once Impressive ft foe* «frame 

He said his doctors have given him clear 
ant e to resume his NBA career, but corned 
ed that it will take time to get bark Into 

Home thape 
RrmnnsUi, M*gn it not planning la 

make a Wuiti la pn * up game*. bul 
la null live NBA hatkrtbalL againtt the 
Kiwsirn! player* In the world 

rite flr*t lime he ha* to thaw down 
Shawn hemp or hat la guard Reggie Miller, 
ha II tew who! a five year layoff ran do to a 

tupwnlar If an out of thapa M-ywar old 
ran pull it off and not make a I rati fool of 
himtelf. than more power to him 

Magic will alto have to kt the 
inevitable negative feeling* and kart of the 
NBA piavwrt and fans whan it tomtit down 
la the reality of an HIV positive player par 
tktpetmg in pro basketball Thu may prove 
to lie the biggest obstac le Magic will have 
to overcome 

Right after the Olympic*. Magic wot 

frozen out of a comeback hid by hit loam 

malm who feared they might contract AIDS 
by pitying with him Now. with the 
improvement* of AIDS education and NBA 
t ommiMiUDM David Stems league HIV 
prevention program. mot* player* are 

•ware of how otw contract* AIDS and that 
the ritk of infection while playing with 
Magic It relatively low 

Still NBA player* are human, and each 

may harbor hit own personal kart and 
mtttlmtnli about AIDS Mott player* have 
hewn Supportive once Mogn Oarted hinting 
about hi* return la*t week Chicago forward 
Scuttle and lHah'i Karl Malone. 

among olhm, yecgenday voiced their *up- 
port oi hi* comeback 

Only Philadelphia's Vernon Mss well has 
mud* • negative public remark ogams! 
M*g»< t rtlura It u not who! the player* 
mv in the pa pars that will hava an sftni on 

him, but what wilt ha Mid in locker main* 
and behind dosed done* a ross the league 

Magic at*o had to give up a k* to make a 

rat urn to pro basketball Under league 
rule* Magic had to give up hi* 5 percent 
team ownership to return to the NBA 
We re not talking about Monopoly money 
here — sham in a professional sport* ban' 
cbirn do not com* cheap 

Giving up that ownership show* me that 
Magic i» serious about hi* return and that 
thit i* not lust an attempt to put tan* in the 
Great Western Forum * Mats. 

The game ha* changed considerably 
since be left and hi* old cronies will not be 
around to receive hi* pause* 

Will we mm the old. brash Magic who 
ruled the NBA with arrogance7 Or will we 

see a new. more mature version who could 
provide leadership for younger teammate* 
like Nick Van Enel. Cedric Ceballo* and 
Anthony Peeler” 

When Magtt step* onto the court in lak- 
ers yellow tonight, he will be doing so in • 
whole new world 

P*U> Schnmtdmr. a mmar nta faring in jour- 
mtliun. it a *porf* reporter far thr Emerald 

ON THE TUBE 
January 30 

14 30pm ESPN 
NCAA basketball, 
Iowa m tntfamt 
■ 5pm PRIME 
NCAA basketball. 
Ala -Birmingham at 
Marquette 
■ $ p.m TNT 
NBA basketball. 
Chicago at Houston 
■ 6.30 p.m. ESPN 
NCAA basketball, 
LSU at Arkansas 
■ 7 p.m. USA 
Boxing, heavyweights. 
Oris Byrd vs 
Jeff Wooden 
at Auburn HMa, M*ch 
Superm*Jd*eweighis. 
Thomas Tala v». 

Rocky Gannon 
■ 7:30 p.m. TNT 
NBA foaskefbati. 
Gctdnn State at 
LA Lakers 
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Heart Beats 
Let them know you care this 

Valentine’s Day with an ODE Heart Beat. 
Deadline: Noon, Tuesday. February 13th 

Send one to your friend. boyfriend, girlfriend, husband, wife, fionce.. 


