Schneider: |If Magic
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tary for NBC and even owned a portion of
the team he helped make famous

No player really ever captured the overall
love of the fans like Magic.

Larry Bird never quite looked comfon-
able in front of the camera. Charles Barkley
was ojected from a few 0o many games and
spit on a few too many fans to become &
popular jcon. And even with the enormous
talent of Michael Jordan, he always seemed
a bit too aloof for the average fan,

In short, Magic was the man for the NBA
until he was struck down from his lofty
pedestal by the virus that causes AIDS

Now the NBA needs wa throw it
another rope and pull the o back into
the safoty of fan ularity. My main ques-
tion is, why would Magic want to do it this
time around?

To begin with, Magic is not the man he
was when he guided his Lakers to a loss to
the Bulls in the NBA Finals five years
At 36, Magic is at the stage in his life when
players bogin to wind down their careers,
not iry to start over,

At his news conference, the former super
star didn’t look super at all. He looked, well,
old. It is obvious 10 the casual observer that
Magic is carrying an extra 20 pounds on his
once Im ve 6-foot -9 frame

He said his doctors have given him clear-
ance to resume his NBA career, but conced-
od that it will take time to get back into

Rgamae :

Remember, Magic is not planning to
make a retum to street pick-up games, but
to real live NBA basketball, against the
greatest players in the world,

The first time he has to chase down
Shawn Kemp or has 1o guard Reggie Miller,
be'll see what & five-yoar layoff can doto a

superstar. If an out-of 36-year-old
can pull it off and not a total fool of
himsell, then more power to him.

Magic will also have 1o face the
inevitable negative feelings and fears of the
NBA players and fans when it comes down
1o the reality of an HIV-positive player par-
ticipating in pro basketball. This may prove
10 be the biggest obstacle Magic will have
1o overcome

Right after the Olympics, Magic was
frozen out of a comeback bid by his team-
mates who feared they might contract AIDS
by playing with him. Now, with the
improvements of AIDS education and NBA
commissioner David Stern’s league HIV.
provention program, most players are
aware of how one contracts AIDS and that
the risk of infection while playing with
Magic is relatively low

Still, NBA players are human, and each
may harbor his own | foars and
resentments about AIDS. Most players have
been supportive since Magic started hinti
sbout his return last week. Chicago lunug

can pull it off, more

power to him

others, yesterday voiced their sup-
port of his comeback,

Only Philadelphia’s Vernon Maxwell has
made a negative public remark against
Magic's retum. It s not what the phm
say in the papers that will have an e on
him, but what will be said in locker rooms
and behind closed doors across the !

Magic also had 1o give up a lot to a
rotum to pro baskethall. Under league
rules, Magic had to give up his § t
team ownership to retum to the v
Wae're not talking about Monopoly money
here — shares in a professional sports fran-
chise do not come cheap.

Giving up that ownership shows me that
Magic is serious about his return and that
this is not just an sttempt to put fans in the
Groat Western Forum's seats,

The game has changed considersbly e
since he left, and his old cronies will not be a7 USA
around to receive his mm

Will wo see the old, brash Magic who et Bl
ruled the NBA with arrogance? Or will we Joff Wooden
soe & now, more mature version who could at Auburn Hills, Mich.
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Pete Schneider, a senior majoring in jour-
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Let them know you care this

Valentine’s Day with an ODE Heart Beat.
Deadline: Noon, Tuesday, February |3th

Send one to your friend, boyfriend, girlfriend, husband, wife, fiancé...
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