Budget: ASUO Finance Committee allocates $70,000 this week
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wias §1.241 less than requested.
Howaver, members said they
wore satisfied with the 5.68 per-
cent increase from this year's

budget.

“We ware very pleased,” sald
Joseph Swinehart, ESCAPE pub-
lic schools coordinator. “It's good
that they recognized the impor-
tance of ESC on campus and
in the community.”

LGBA co-director Rebecca
Brookes said her group needed a
13.3 percent increase because it
plans to bring more speskers to
campus next year and because of
Insufficient office supplies

“We've found that buying
things for the office comes in
waves,” she said.

However, PFC board members
lowered the proposal by & $100,
approving a $9.708 budget — a
12.2 percent increase,

The board approved a budget
recommendation by ASUO
finance coordinator Robert Cari-
cholfl that lowered the LGBA's
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campus Is based on advertising,
he said.

Laird Kirkpatrick, s BB/BS
board member, said the program
has been extremely successful
and should receive funding to
allow it to remain

“It is one of the most effective
private sector programs in the
country.” he sald. "It seams 1o me
now it should be expanded.”

The Committee for Musical
Arts recoived $4,490, to be used
to attract F.rhnnvn to the Uni-
versity. The group requested
$4,500. but did not receive the
whole amount because the PFC
declared that some of the figures
in their request were arbitrary

The Literary Society, which
publishes the University's liter
ary journal, Timberline, had its
budget increased by 13.1 percent

“This is the only student-run
literary journal.” PFC member
Shamus Lynsky said. 1 think it
serves a very impartant purpose.

The YWCA received $2,355,
much of which will go to campus
presentations, such as speakers

and films. This group had
requested a budget of $3,438. o
57 percent increase.

“I have quite a bit of concern
because there was a lot of trans-
fors going on last year,” PFC
chairwoman Susan Anderson
sald. “But there was a lot of mon
ey that didn't get used.”

The Student Senate received
$415.542, the same amount allo-
cated to it last year.

The Movimiento Estudiantil
Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA)
rocoived $15.265, 4 6.88 percent
increase. But a pa k tech-
nicality shortly delayed the bud-
got hearings. The PFC required
Mujeres, a sub-group of MEChA,
to submit a separate goal state-
maent

“Wa're just trying to deal with
the wording in the rules,” said
PFC co-chairwoman Skye Brign
or

A 181 ent increase pro-
posal by the Lesbian & Gay Law
Students Association was low-
ered 1o $2.509. This is a 92.5 per-
cent increase for the 1996-97 fis-
cal year

YouthBuild: ‘Coming out and
working is a break from school’
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bofore. Ages 16-24, YouthBuild
participants spend a year alter-
naling one week of buildin
houses for low-income ms
homeless families with one
weok of being taught in class. At
the end of the program in
November, members will be
placed in construction-related
jobs or enrolled in college

In addition to gaining con-
struction experience and an
education., participants earn
minimum wage for 75 hours of
construction work, plus a $50-
per-week stipend for two weeks
spent in classes each month
Upon completion the program,
members will also get a $2,350
AmeriCorps tuition voucher

They also gain a sense of
pride and ownership in the pro-
m YouthBuild Director

Page sald. “We are always
looking for opportunities to pro-
mote ‘r within the pro-
gram,” she said.

At the construction site, par-
ticipants work in small groups
with construction instructors,
who them to ask their
peers for help and to also come
up with ideas of their own.

“The main goals of the pro-

gram are leadership and peer
luch.uz;' said Wendy Stanley,
ane of instructors. “We usu-
ally pair up someone who hasn't
done a certain construction job
with someone who has.”

So far, two of the six

houses are almost

and xuh’:’ W‘“’-{:‘f pI:r'

ticipants will also do. The hous-
es are in the River Road arva.

sbout construction, con-
flict resolution, cultural history
and current ovents.

“The participants are surpris-
ingly receptive to the classroom
part of the program, given that
they have had tive experi-
ences with sc in the past,”

nhllnbm:ﬁnlo.mdtlu
two YouthB teachers.

Jeromy Larson, 17, said this is
lln:::l school he hasn't quit.
A of work and a of
school is good for me because
it's not too much school, Com-
Ing out here and working is my
break from school.*

Another way participants
build their leadership skills is
through the Youth Policy Com-
mittee, a group of six elected
members who meet weekly with
Page to discuss such Issues as
program policies, resource allo-
cation, and even the selection of
particpants,

“The ides is to involve them
in real decisions, not just who
plans the group party,” Page
said.

Yet another component of the
program is counseling. Every
member participates in weekly
therapy sessions, both privately
and in a group, to deal with
issues imﬁuding sbuse, drug
addiction, criminal activity and
anger management

Claire Manning. the Youth-
Build counsetor, is familiar with
the participants’ problems
beceuse she said she also came
from an abusive home that made
her run to the streets. Pregnant
st 15, a drug abuser and fre-
quently arrested, Manning said
her past is her best assot with
the participants.

“That’s the most important
part of my counseling — that
they feel t is someone they
can talk to,” she said.

While Page said she is pleased
with the program's first three
months, she is worried about the
rw‘s future, “Federal fund-
ng for next year is looking dis-
mal, which is too bad.” she said.

In the meantime, Page is look -
ing for college interns for vari-
ous positions: a researcher to




