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University teacher hears gospel in the air 
■ MUSIC Fount*." o! 
!Nt popular gospel 
ensemble has returned 
alter a short absence 

By Janna Braun 
nwMmea^npeMar 

It* in hi* blood He lives and 
hmathe* it And (or that muon, 
John Gainer could not May awa\ 
(mm the University's School at 
Mu*n tor tong 

A (t»r a on* twin »!nn»i> (.inn- 
er i* back at the University tor the 
duration of (tie m bool mar tmorh 
tnjt what he love* mini gospel 
muut 

Gainer has been teaching 
gospel music, a* well a* other 
*tyh» at mum n the Universe 
tv since i‘MU Me established the 
University's gospel ensemble, 
which he considers a greet 
accomplishment 

"Originally. the gospel ensem- 
ble was otgamted as an nperi 
mental course, yet our first eon- 
cert was virtually a packed 
house," Gainer said "The nest 
term the class site more than 
doubled ami we had another suc- 

cessful performance 
'The u bool saw it* populari- 

ty and made it an official class 
From that point on It just kept 
growing and hemming more pop- 
ular." he said 

Gospel mu tic has Iwn an 

important pan of Gainer's life 
sine* age three He has been 
involved in van mi* churtii choirs 
and grew up in the metropolitan 
New York area, where. Gainer 
says, music was a pan of every- 
day life 

"You could walk down any 
street and see groups of people 
smging a cappeila or turn on the 
radio at almost any time and hear 
any kind of music you wanted." 
he said 'Because I was around it 
so much, it was sort of an inborn 
talent to me 

" 

Despite the fail that gospel was 
Gainer's forte, he embraced oth- 
er musical styles as well While 
attending Arizona Stale Univer- 
sity. he studied gust and pop. and 
even gened a t iasaual choir and 
played the key hoard 

However. remaining true to his 
love for gospel, he organized and 
dm* ted a gospel liunr of Art/taui 
State students, whkh. for the four 
years Gainer attended Arizona 
Stale, was very popular 

It was this early iui res* that 
prompted Gainer’s interest in 
tear lung 

“That involvement on the aca- 
demic level opened doom for me 
to touching Prior to that, my only 
experience had t«*m with church 
choirs," he said 

Gainer went on to receive a 

degree in humanities and fine 
arts, not music, iwx.auso Arinina 
State's music program only 
focused on classical, European- 
style music. 

"I didn't wont to limit myself 
to just that bocsuse gospel music 
is a part of my identity.” he said 

"Gospel is just good, positive 
music The sound of the music is 
very joyous and uplifting and 
motivates other people to 
respond, even if they're not Chris- 
tian.” he said. "Music is a uni- 
versal language that can cross 
racial and religious harriers very 
effec tively, and in my opinion, 
(Item's no one musical style that * 

superior over the other." 
This term. Gainer is teaching 

two classes the history of gospel 
music and a gospel pop voice 
class Gainer is ahio available for 
one on-one* lessons 

"I think I’ve accomplished a 

great deal here, especially in 
establishing gospel music in the 
school's curric ulum.” he said 
“Unfortunately, the past few 
years here have been a bit of a 

struggle, but now I think I have 
more support 

”1 look forward to the day 
when everyone can respect all 
types of music and see other 
musk: cultures represented here 

Saferide allocated extra budget funds 
■ SAFETY: Additional money vwsit buy 
wheelchair accessible taxi ndes and 
send the director to a conference 

By Kriittn Bailey A 
Doug trying 
SMt$w Aa**>e* «*sx*jsw» 

The Student Senate voted unanimously to grunt 
Profac* Saferide a transfer of $2,005 Wednesday 
night 

The money will allow Saferide Director |enna 
Wesson to attend the Feminist Majority Underwit »• 

in Washington, D C, this February, it will also 
finance wheelchair accessible taxi rides. 

"It's not like we re asking nr more money from 
the students." Wasson said “We want to us* what 
we already have " 

Saferide miscalculated its budget last year, leav- 
ing them with a surplus of funds Without the trans- 
fer, the extra funds would have carried over to nest 

>war's budget Saferide needed permission from the 
Senate to transfer such a large amount of money 
Into a different fund 

'The poo pit* who prepared our budget totally 
over-estimated how moth money we’d need," Was 
sun said 

The 1996-9? Sefende budget request reflects tht* 
miscalculation According to ASUO Programs 
Finance Committee, Saferide will be asking for 
$1.20? less than they received last year 

Office of Public Safety currently prov ides wheel- 
chair accessible rides to women, but many women 
prefer to use Saferide. Wasson said, 

“A lot of women don't want to call OPS.” Was- 
son said "Some people might see OPS as not as 

friendly * 
Saferide needs wbeelchatr-acoasaible vehicle* in 

order to comply with the American* with Disabil- 
ities Ad. Wasson said The ADA mandate* wheel 
chair access in all publicly-used car*. 

The conference will allow Wasson to leant about 
women s safety issues from organizations nation- 
wide 

"HI be able to talk to other women from other cam- 

puses about safety issues." Wasson said "t think that 
safety for women on this campus is very important." 


