
U.S. consumer debt rises 
■ COLLECTION: Creditors can make life difficult for 
delinquent customers with high card balances 

NICW YORK (AP) — Ruing roniutmr debt t* creating M>m« con- 
cern among landau. economul* and lawmaker*. but at lea«t one 

group quietly cheer* ih» borrowing btnga I be nation* 6.300 bill col- 
wctora. 

Collet Uon agent iea wty hu«in»*» it booming a* more creditor* 
report an inereaae in tala payment* and loan write off* and they're 
preparing for a bu*y tprtng and lumnwr whan overdua account* 
from I he holiday* are patted on 

"We expect to have plenty of work to do." Mid Tom Haag, who 
runa Slate Collection Service, a Maduon, Wn, rolled tun mam y "If 
debt la on the Intnwn tiad debt will mcree** a* well." 

Consumer indebtedness ha* lawn climbing steadily in numi yean 
and i* now over the St trillion mark 

While moat individual* pay I heir bill* in a timely manner, at tome 

point in their Uvea they may become financially overburdened A )oh 
lua*. medical problem, divorce. or poor money management cauaed 
by oveupending tan aaaily puth anyone over the edge and onto a 
collection agency hit list 

Of court*, it*• best lo weak with a creditor before an account reach 
e» Ihu *»*ge — at I he very taut to avoid a dammed redil rating And 
undeutanding your right* and re«|>on*ibilitie« under the law can 
make encounters with collet lor* lee* Intimidating 
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Sex, prostitution & 
videotape: a senate 
plan for a crackdown 

OLYMPIA 
{AP) — Swwton. 
looking for way* 
to cnri down on 
nude tl«rn« 
club*. prostitu 

lion and X rated movn produc- 
er* who etplotl children, 
watched! a snippet of soft-porn 
and hoard from a weeping 
young woman who told of being 
oerced into videotaped «** 

Tuesday, 
Sen Darlene Fairley. D Lake 

Forest Park, one of the LtmUla- 
lure'* most liberal member*, 
touted a package of four bill* 
aimed at limiting the aex indue- 
try 

The bill* would place major 
restriction* on «a* dub*, includ- 
ing impacting an a-fool "no con- 
tact" rone between nude and 
semi nude dancer* and their 
patron* The other bill* would 
in» reaee penaitte* on prostitute* 
and their client* and pimp*, give 
fudge* more power to ban pro*- 
titutea from specified area*, and 
• rack down on nomographers 
who c oerce people into sexually 
explicit video* 

Fairley *aid she* no prude 
and that mmm act* ate icmaentu- 
at llul xhe *aid *he want* to end 
exploitation of women, particu- 
larly minor*, and want* to 
ensure that < ommunitie* have 
more contra) over pornography 
and prostitution law* 

At Fairley * request fame* 
Covey ot th< King County Folk » 

showed a videotape taken inside 
a nude dance dub A buxom, 
nearly naked woman wa* par 
forming a "couch'' dame for 
SMI. rubbing her body up and 
down a man's 

lawmaker* Ml in awkward 
alienee in ihe darkened room 
After about two minute*. Fairley 
abruptly asked Covey to Mop the 
video 

Covey and Robert Thompson 
of the UM Moine* polite Mid 
they and vice squad officer* in 
ihe region support Fairley's 
hill* 

Statewide standard*, me bid- 
ing the a foot reouirement. 
would he particularly helpful 
for *mal) rithm and counties dial 
don't have money to defend 
local ordinance* from court 
c hallengev. Fairley said 

10-year-old's 
boyfriend charged 
with sexual assault 

HOUSTON 
JAP) — A 22 
year old man 

was charged 
Tuesday with 
sexually assault- 

ing hi* « year-old girlfriend 
The girl, now 10 and 8 J/2 
month* pregnant. he* run away 
front a youth abetter 

Cindy Garcia gave aortal 
worker* the slip Sunday, and 
police were appealing for help 
in finding her They Mid the 
probably will have to give birth 
by Caesarean section 

The girl * lover Pedro Sotelo 
a Mean an national. al*o was 

mtettng Tuesday He faces up to 
life m priaon if convicted of 
aggravated annual assault. 

Cindy * mother told case- 

worker* her daughter had been 
running away since the wa* 8 to 
be with Sotelo 

County social workers ditcov- 
•red Cindy * pregnancy fan 12 
when the posed a* a 14-year-old 
seeking welfare benefit* for her 
self and her unborn child 

"She"* a pretty smart little 
girl." police Officer Frank F.li* 
rondo said 'She gave me a false 
name and date of birth '* 

She was taken into custody 
and examined by a doctor for 
tbr first time vim « the bet ante 

pregnant, said fudy Hay, a 

spokeswoman for Harris County 
Children's Protective Services 

Cindy disappeared when she 
went io church with fellow n*\ 

ident* of an emergem y youth 
shelter A girl who fled with her 
said Cindy mentioned she was 

going io a relative s house, lead 
utg officials to think she may 
•till he in the Houston area. 

Mv Hay said Cindy fears her 
child will Ire taken from her and 
that she will not be allowed to 
live with the baby '* father 

Picture* of both Sotelo and 
M»s« Caret* were distributed 
across the stale and at the U S 
Test* border. 

Police fear Sotelo is on hi* 
way back to Me*no. If so. extra- 
dition would be next to impos- 
sible because Mexico and the 
United States do not have an 
extradition policy on charge* 
other than murder, slate Attor- 
ney General Dan Morales said 

President asked to 
resign after campaign 
chief confession 

BOGOTA, 
Colombia I API — 

A defiant Prasi- 
deni KmMto 
Semper rejected 
call* lo step 

down Tuesday after hi* HMM 
campaign chief charged ihai 
Samper kna-w about contribu- 
tion* from the Cali drug cartel 

A veteran*' group urged the 
armed fan** to take power Stu- 
dent p rot eater* marched near 
the presidential palace waving 
banner* that read, 'ft * lima lo 
resign " 

Samper denied former aide*' 
allegation* that be wa* aware 
that Call cocaine trafficker*, 
who dominate the global 
cocaine trade, gave million* of 
dollars to hi* campaign 

Under intense pressure, he 
said he told his ministers they 
could abandon the government 
if they wished because Colom- 
bia's deepening political crisis 
was his problem 

"I left open that option to all 
of them," said Samper Late 
Monday, the cabinet and mili- 
tary leaders had pledged their 
support 

Samper is considering tailing 
a referendum to let the people 
decide his fate, said Julio Cesar 
Guerra, the president of Con- 
gress He said the government 
will tall Congress hack early 
from its three-month recess for 
special session* 

Samper has been hampered 
bv the allegations since shortly 
after the election, when audio- 
tapes of Cali cartel leaders dis- 
cussing campaign payoffs 
emerged 

In the most damaging revela- 
tion. «s-campaign chief Fernan- 
do Hotero said Monday that 
Samper knew his campaign took 
cartel money Bolero, a Conner 
defense minister now Jailed in a 

military barracks, said he 
noticed "suspicious" people 
and meetings taking plate in the 
last day* oi the <-»w>peljw 

The head of a veteran* group, 
the National Federation of 
Armed Forces Reserve*, urged 
the military "to take power if 
necessary to restore stability 

State adopts anti-gay couple regulation 
■ LOANS The policy s$ 

intended to '‘encourage 
the traditional family’ 

RICHMOND. V# (AP) 
Applicant* for low-income 
home Ioann mull be related by 
blood, adoption or marriage 
under new state regulation* that 
effectively bar gay couple* from 
pooling their income* to get a 
loan 

The Virginia flouting Devel- 
opment Authority's 6-2 vote 
reverse* a policy it adopted in 
lune >964 to allow unrelated 
people to combine their 
income* when applying for the 
loans. 

"We feel like the new regula- 
tion will encourage the tradi- 
tional family," Chatman 
Michael C, Miller said 

Gov George F Allen. a con- 
servative Republican, requesied 
the chanit» last year The now 

regulation* take effect Fob. S 
Gay-right* advocate* were 

outraged 
"It doesn't make any attempt 

to hido it* anti gay motive," said 
David Smith, a spokesman for 
The Human Right* Campaign 
Fund, a national gay rights 
group. 

The decision also created 
sharp dissent within the com- 
mission itself 

"This change grant* loans to 
convicted axe murders who are 

married — while denying Moth- 
er Teresa and an unrelated sister 
a loan." said commission mem- 

ber Albert C Eisenberg 
The regulations said the 

authority could consider excep- 
tions. but did not specify how 

Kent Wiilit. director of thr 
Virginia chapter of the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, indi- 
cated a court challenge is 
inevitable. 

This It the kind of blatantly 
discriminatory decision that 
prods courts to make hard deci- 
sion*." he said “Not only are 

they willing to create a policy 
that discriminate* against gays 
and lesbians, they ate willing to 
take along elderly couples, dis- 
abled people and others who 
want to pool their resources." 

At a public hearing on the 
change Friday. I* people 
protested the change and only 
two supported it. 

The authority made about 
11,000 loans last year totaling 
MOB million The loans do not 
involve slate us dollars. They 
are financed through bond sales 


