Gay fraternity shuns stereotypes and celebrates friendships

B RUSH: Delta Lambda Pty
will e joining other
fraternities this week in
unra(,tlng new rm*mber‘
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“It seems like such an oxy
moron — ‘gay fraternity,’™ says
Mark Ditton, a recent Universi
ty graduate

Ditton is eating dinner at the
Glonwood restsurant with some
friends: Ryan Lapicier, Max Sabo,
Enrique Andrade and Brad Dun
shoo — all University students
and all members of Delta Lamb
da Phi, the University’s first gay
fraternity

While public perception of fra
ternities often constitutes a bunch
of white males drinking and chas
ing women, Lambda Phi, a
national organization founded in
1086, strays far from that stereo-
type

Ditton, who's president of the
Eugene colony (the group hasn‘t
reached chapter status yot), said
being gay and being greek don’t
have to be mutually exclusive

“We're not a support group
wao e not & counseling group, and
we re not a coming-oul group
We'te maore of a social group,” he
said. “And that's what a frater
nity is

Ditton and charter Vice Prosi
dent Andrade sald that for now,
as they gain more members, they
simply want to provide a place
where gay and bisexvual men can
RO and ~|wn|| time with friends
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Phi meeting on Tuesday night. Defta Lambda Phi is the University's first gay fraternity.

“1Our sexuality] is simply our
commaon bond.” Andrade said

Delta Lambdas Phi, say ite mem
bars, is also an alternative to the
usual gay social scene

A lot of socializing with gay

people is hanging out in bars,’
Loapicier said. “This [fraternity)
is an outlet from that

While the fraternity has boen
growing nationwide since its
incepltion, i1 wasn't until spring
torm last yoar that it proposed 1o
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Open to the Public

Saber Tropical
performing Wed, Fri, & Sat

9:00pm-1:00am

Buttet: Tues-Fri

11 am-2 pm » $5.00, Seniors $4 50

Har Menu: Mone-Sat, 11 ame-closing
Live Music, Blues & Jazz: Wed, Fri & Sat, 9 pm-1 am
- 1626 Willamette & 3453261 & Fanaust farililios aneilabd o
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Consequences of alcohol abuse

start a chapter on the Universi
Iy campus

After former student Douglas
Knecht worked with the ASUO
to gain recognition, he formed an
interest group, and the fraterni
ty's national office sent out infor
mation and applications. Week
Iy moetings soon ensued, and a
colony was formed

“Some of the pes -}ric' who stant
od it are now gone,” Ditton said
Now our emphasis is on recruit

ing.”

And recrultl they do. In the
midst of rush this month, numer
ous flyers, an information line
Web page and word of mouth all
have helped to gamer new mem
bers

While some flyers have been
torn down and a few prank calls

slaced, reaction has generally
Ty 'hn:l]\‘!‘

Everything's going quite well
actually.” Andrade said

In the future, & membeorship 1o
the University Intrafraternity
Council, community projects and
social events with other greek
houses are all possibilities. But
in the meantime, Ditton said. the
fraternity will continue to hold
events with its own members

“It'd be great if we got togeth
er with the greek system, but
we're also okay with just doing
stufl on our own,” he said

Dinners, plzza foeds, road trips
and a possible dance are planned
as woll as numerous rush activ
itles. Weekly mestings have
attracted a maximum of 15 peo-
ple with a core group of about
seven

“We just hang out and have
fun.” Andrade said

While there are many groups
on campus geared toward homo-
soxual students, colony leaders
see themselves as offering a
unique service, even if other gay
and lesbian groups don’t agree

“We thought we would be
completely accepted by the gay
community, but people have said
that we're trying to be straight -
that we're trying to copy the
straight fraternities,” Andrade
said

However, the Delta Lambda
Phis know their purpose and will
continue to work toward it, mem
bers said

We can make a difference for
gay men in the future just by
being visible with our lives, by
saving this is the way that | am,
and vou can chooss 1o ace opt me
or not,” Lepicier said

MEETINGS
Survival Center will sponsor
Endangered Specses' Wikdide Cor
servabion meeting and s
oday from 1 10 3 pm. in he Muls
Mursl Cormter For more intorma
Bon, call 345 -907

Survival Center wil meet 1oday
M3Apm n EMU Sulte 1 For mome
irtormation. oall 346-4358

EMU Board of Directors wit
raRGhytendniim nts
EMU Board room For more infor
maton, call 346-3708

DregonvGuatemaia Sister Uni-
. wersity Project will meet oday at
| Bpmoin the Musoutiursl Conter. For
more information. call 346 4207

yw ma

OSPIRG will maet lomght &t 7 in
Room 123 Pacit: For mose intor
maton call 3464377

RELIGION
MNewman Center wili ofter a slu
dent Mass and socCial lomghl at §
" the Newman Center 1850 Emer
ald S1. For more indormation, call
34370

MISCELLANEOUS

Goigen Key Nationai HMonor
Society wil offer an NSoMaton Labie
oday rom 830 am w02 pm n
EMU lobby. For more information
call 686-4016

Women s Canter w#l offer & Sex
ual Assault Free Emanonment work:

shop lonk
Room E
64095

Outdoor Program will show the
video “Beyond the Groomed™ today
at noon in the Outdoor Program
office For more information. call

4385

ght at 7 in EMU Cedar
For more informaton. call

Carsar Conler will offer a
ResumeCover Latter Writing work
shop today lrom Jto 430 p.m. in
Room 12 Hendhcks. For more inlos
mabon, contact 244 Hendricks or call
3466001

Outdoor Program will sponsaorn an
Avalanche Awareness Clnc tonght
at 7 30 in Room 100 Willamette For
more sdormation. call 348-4365

EMU Fir Room
Tuesday & Wednesday
January 23 & 24

10 am - 3 pm

Serual assaull prevention
Tebacco use/abuse
Sater yea

Prizes
Students. §100
Faculty/staft $100
Orgamizations/Groups $250
People's choice: $50

Blood donor card or picture ID required.
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