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NFL: Dungy’s contract would
pay him $500,000 a season

@ Continued from Page 9

lar stoak house whers he and his wife, Lauren, had dinner with
the Glazer family and other Buccaneers officials. He sounded
canfident, but stopped short of saying he had the job.

"1 feel good."” he said after boing comered by reporters and
television cameramen who staked out the restaurant for nearly
lhm hours. “It looks like it's going to go well. There's still &

sl of little things to do. | think Mr. Glazer is going to make
all |LB comments.”

Glazer, however, ducked into & car and was whisked away
without being interviewed

The soft-spoken Dungy has been interviewed for st least five
other NFL. vacancies in the last 10 years — twice by the
Philadelphis Eagles and once sach by the Green Bay Packers,
Pittsburgh Steelers and Jacksonville Jaguars

He emerged as the leading candidate to mthu Sam Wyche
after Tampa Bay made unsuccessful bids to land Jimmy John-
son and Stove Spuirier

He and the Buccaneers denied weekend reports that McKay
offered him the job last week and that all that remained was
finalization of a contract that will pay him about $500,000 per
frason

Dungy, a NFL assistant for 15 seasons, became the league’s
youngest defensive coordinator when Pittsbungh promoted him
in 1084 at the age of 28, He inherits 8 Tampa Bay team that fin.
ished 7-9 after getting off to a promising 5-2 stant last ssason

Wyche was fired Dec. 27 after compiling & 23-41 record in
four smasons

Dungy began working on a potential coaching stalf after
McKay interviewed him a second time while both of them
ware scouting workouts for the Senior Bowl in Mobile, Ala

New Orleans linebacker coach Jimmy Haslett reportedly is
his top choloe for defensive coordinator, while Pittsburgh run-
ning backs coach Dick Hoak and Detroit offensive coordinator
Tom Moore are possibilities for offensive coordinator
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Steelers

trying to cope

with Super Bowl hype

W SUPER BOWL: Pitsburgh
can't maich the big game
expenence Dallas has
acquired in recent years

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) —
Neil O'Donnell, pushed into a
corner by 20 reporters huddied
two-deep around his locker, was
asked how the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers’ Super Bow!l neophytes will
deal with the incessant media

crush.

Accustomed to the relatively
small contingent of reporters
who usually cover the team,

O'Donnell replied with a ques-

tion: "It can’t get any worse than
this, can 7

Ob., ves, It can. Neither

O'Donnell nor his 48 Steelers

teammates who are Super Bowl
first-timers have seon anything
yol — and i coach Bill Cowher
has any say, they will see as lit-
tle of it as ptMihlo-

As an advance party prepared
for their arrival Monday night at
the Doubletree Paradise Valley
Resort, Cowher was readying to
bunker the Steelers down at
what might be called Stalag
Steolors

It is impossible to totally iso
iate a toam from the 3,000 or so
credentialed reporters who
annually attend America’s
biggest game. On Tuesday, for

coach and Oelersve coordeator Fodney
McSemn Ostersve Dackhed coach, Denry

example, the Steclers get their
first look at the site of Sunday's
game, Sun Devil Stadium, and
the media horde that covers
every cliche-drenched Super
Bowl| syllable

But when the Steelers take the
field firt for media day, Cowher
no doubt hopes the Cowboys
don’t have a big act 1o follow. He
has twice warned his players to
watch what they say, mostly to

monl any loose cannons — or

lips — from creating
unwlnlod problems.

As o result, Cowher sought
advice last week from former
Steeler coach Chuck Noll,
whose young 1974 tvam did not
sink into any hype-laden histri-
onics before beating the more-
experionced Vikings in the
Super Bowl

“You should say the right
things,” sald Cowher, who at 38
is barely a half-decade removed
from his own playing career
“You don't have to say what you
really feel. We'll lot our deeds
speak for themselves,”

By contrast, Cowhovs coach
Barry Switzer seems 1o care little
what comes out of his players’
mouths, or his own. On his
wookly radio show last week,
Switzer talked about what
would follow “when we kick
Pittsburgh ‘s (rear end).”
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