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e University's Museum

il Art di plays this history
in its recently opened exhi
bitlion, "New Art in China
Post- 1989 The axhibit
demonstrates the politics
propaganda, humaor, satire
and inner struggies of the

avant-garde art movemaent in ¢
rary China
According to |
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Aaron Sear, the
urator of education, this exhi
bition altempls to define the ethos of Chi
in the 1990«
These artists have tried to OXPross
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in ways that the Chinese gov

ernment does not find appropriate or
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Many artists had 1o take their work
underground or flee China because of
government disapproval, Sear said

The artists participating in this exhibi
tion are mostly men younger than 40, and
they come from all parts of China
Although a fow are wi, taught, most of
the artists are graduates of China's elite
art schools, Their ant, according 1o exhi
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‘Flagship’ entertainers add litte to market

his week Janet Jackson upped

the ante in the superstar con

tract department, receiving a

reported $80 million dollars
from Virgin Records

More and more, entertainment

companies are investing in "flag-
ship” performers to add stability 1o
their cash lows. Among those
music celebrities receiving enor
mous deals in the 1990s are U2

Records, yet sales
of its last album
Europa did not
live up to expecta
tions

As
bt nmm increasingly centralized
big companies will continue to sign
big artists in an attempt to validate
their claim to time on television
major radio networks, and main
stream press. Big names also pro
vide leverage to get exposure for a
company’s smaller artists and pro
ductions

power in show business

Sometimes enter
tainment deals of
this magnitude can
fail completely
Such was the case

with the last album

Metallica, and Aerosmith, to name a
few. However, one must seriously
ask when will it end, and how
much is too much?

Sony must be more than a little
concerned after signing a $60 mil
Lion deal with Janet’'s brother
Michael, who has seen record sales
slip because of the negative publici
ty surrounding recent allegations of

hild molestation. Irish pop group
U2 received a deal in the neighbor
hood of $50 million from Island

from 1980s rockers Motley Crue
Motley Crue sold more than 15 mil
lion albums between 1982 and
1992, and was rewarded with & $20
million deal for its next four a
on Elektra Records

Despite sales of more than five

Ibums

million copies of the band’s previ
ous album, Dr. Feelgood, changes in
pop culture caused sales of the
band’s first album under the new
contract to fall o around
M) EMMY

only
units

Unfortunately this “money talks
approach to show business limits
competition and ultimately damages
artistic integrity

When enough entertainment firms
get hurt by these long-term, top-dal
lar deals to cause a correction in
However

this trend is hard 10 say

it won't coms soon enough

Fed Hinds

is a sentor double-major
ing in busines and psychology, is an
enlertainment olumnist for the

Emerald
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