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INTERNATIONAL 
NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

Arrest won’t affect druq traffic 
■ DRUGS: The recent 
arrest of smuggler Juan 
Garcia A&rego wort! stop 
drug flow inio the U S 

MEXICO OTY (AP) — TW 
How of a«4im> into tba United 
Malm miff *Jow Impafirtly a* 

th» rival* of jailed drug lord Juan 
<>*n t* Ahregn bettfe <««r K»* turf, 
bul ihwr* likalv will Ur link long- 
•arm i a*p»m hhI TuMdiv 

Although Carr i» A hr ago wi« 

on* of the moat formidable unus- 
gHng kingpin* in M**no. hi* 
(xiwwr bud waned re* wntlv Now. 
member* of hi* cartel am) otlrer* 
will U* hungry lo match up the 
muilimilhun dollar bocinw** Ur 
controlled 

"A lot of people will *iruggU 
lo gal Gania A Imago * bu*inw*s.‘ 
*aid Phil Jordan, a retired DKA 
agent from Dalla* vcl«» I tel pad pul 
together lU» U S caw again*! the 
drug kingpin in the marly t«WO* 

"Bu! If will uk« them year* to 
atnaft* the kind of pan* and lor 
tune ha enjoyed." Iordan addarl 

Ha wa* one of the big guy*.“ 
Kar ant blow* to Colombia'* 

Cali carta) Itava helped create a 
ram tirvwd of Max* an drug lord*. 
poiuwJ to become equally pow- 
erful in ih* world maria! 

The Mexican* now are retpon- 
*ibU for xmuggling at laa*t threw 
ouarter* ofall cocaine entering 
trie United Mata* U S author! 
ti«* say 

Garcia Abrego, one of tha FBI * 

10 most wanted. was arrested by 
Mexican authorities and deport 
«*i Monday to limutan whw» lw 
fmtU4 ledendchayge* of drug 
(raffleking. conspiracy and man- 
«v laundering. 

The arrest I* expected (a boot! 
President Ernesto Zedillo In hl» 
•Won to prove hi* administration 
«an ovrn omr widespread cor- 

ruption and effec lively combat 
dm* trafficking 

Mexico <,om*» up In Manit for 
U S nw erttfication for II* role In 
lha drug war The State Depart- 
man! and Congress annually rata 
«outline* for I hair cooperation 
and award U S aid ac*ordingly 

"Hopefully Garcia Abrego's 
arrest i* just « atari." Mid Jordan 
"If the Zedillo administration 

ftoe* after the real of the drug 
orda we could really see uumi 

results" 
The arrest was men as the most 

important In Mexico's dm* war 

since Miguel Angel Fells Gallar- 
do. the "Godfather of Mesh an 

Urn* TraffttJiln*." was impris- 
oned m KMK) 

Fall* Gallardo's arrest put a 

temporary dent in Mexican traf- 
ficking as others (tattled for his 
territory Hut within a few years, 
the vacuum wa* filled 

Tlte same process is hkely to 
happen again, the expert* said 

Garc ia Abrvgo s rivals are cel- 
ebrating tonight." said Peter l,up- 
sha. a University of New Mexico 
professor who studies the dm* 

trad* 
fuarrnt cam*) lender Amedo (*r 

rillo Fuentes. described as M*x 
iro's No 1 drug smuggler, can 

only benefit from (ianu Ahrwgo't 
»nwt. lupsha Mid 

C arrillo Fuente*. known a* 

"The lord of the Ski**'' for hi* 
u» of old passenger jets Co fly 
Colombian cocaine into Mexico, 
ha* mm rapidly in power — aid- 
ad by lb* tool. professional man- 

ner h* teamed from hit mentors 
in lb* Cali tartel, 

"Nothing changes for drug traf ■ 

fit Jung, said l upsha "The arrest 
of fuan Carets Ahrego is simply 
i loaning up on the last Mexican 
administration and passing the 
baton The corruption and traf 
fi« king will continue " 

Felix Gallardo's empire ulti- 
mately was split between his 
lieutenants loaqutn Guzman 
tuMira and Hector Luts Palma 
Salazar, who formed the Sinaloa 
i artel, and his nephews who took 
control of the Ti|u«na area 

The rivalry between the two 

groups ha* beim blamed for much 
of Mexico's recent drug violence, 
including the May 1993 slaying 
of Roman Catholic Cardinal juan 
Jesus Posadas Ocampo 

Guzman loera was jailed soon 
after the cardinal's death Palma 
Salazar was arrested In June after 
his light plane crashed He was 

found guarded by federal police 
agents at a police commander's 
home in a Guadalajara suburb 

Sierra Leone’s leader overthrown 
■ COUP: Valent*« Strassei 
»s removed only su weeks 
prior lo elec Ions 

FREETOWN. Sierra Lkmw (API 
— Army officer* ouilwl Sierra 
U*me * milt tan leader in a coup 
Tuesday «i» blot* i>!« 
llofti dostgred to Mum the coun- 

try to civilian rub 
There w-rtu no report* of blood 

shed. and the misled totter, Capl 
Valentine Strasser, was said to 
have Iwii given sab passage out 
of the impoverished, star-torn 
West At man country Heavily 
armed soldiers patrolled the 
streets and hl.« k«d roads leading 
to government headquarters, and 
a ? p«-6 am curfew was 

announced 

A statement mad at 3 p in said 
the 10-year-old Straw* had been 
replaced by his former closest 
associate in the military junta 
Brig Julius Maada Bio It 
promised a statement later from 
Bio. 

The radio announcement, mm! 
by 1.1. Col. karefa kargbo. said 
St raster had been given sab pas- 
sage out of the country. F oreign 
diplomats in the capital con- 
firmed the coup 

In london. a spokesman for the 
British Foreign Office said it was 
tbeir understanding Sinister was 
taken to Guinea There was no 

independent confirmation. 
"VVe have spoken to our high 

commissioner (ambassador) in 
Freetown, and the situation Is 
calm and there are no reports of 
any violence." the Foreign Office 
representative said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

He said Britain, Sierra Leone * 
former colonial ruler urged this 
new government to go through 

with the transition to civilian 
rule 

Straseer had promised to hold 
el«non* for a c ivilian govern- 
ment Feb 26, despite an ongoing 
civil war 

Aide* cloae to the 13-year old 
Bio. about whom little it known, 
said he onflows holding the elm 
tion unlit the war ha* ended, or 
at tr«»*l abated Kargbo wild son*’ 
of In era in Straw**'* military jun- 
ta had decided a coup wa* nec- 
essary to ensure a safe transition 
to civilian ml# 

The overthrow appeared to sot 
the stage for another indefinite 
term of military rule in one of 
VVe*t Africa's most troubled 
nation* and it indicated the 
region'* long history of military 
bullying was far from over In 
addition to Sierra I mine Nigeria, 
t Gambia and neighboring Liberia 
are under the control of military 
men or warlord* 

Sierra Leone, rated by the Unit- 
ed Nation* as one of the world's 
10 poorest countries, has been at 
war since 1M1, when rebel* of 
the Revolutionary United Front 
took up arm* against a civilian 
government 

A country of about 4,5 million 
people. Sierra la*xw gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1961 
The war ha* killed an estimated 
10.0IX) ooopW and displaced ram- 
third of the population Adult lit- 
eracy is estimated at 21 percent, 
and life expectancy ts 43. one of 
the world * lowest 

A statement from the United 
Nations said U.N Secretary-Gen- 
eral Boutros Boutros-Chaii was 
"disturbed'' by the coup report 
"The United Nations remains 
committed to supporting the 
holding of such elections next 
month, as already agreed." the 

statement said, 
Strasser. in hi# youth famed 

more for hi* disco dancing than 
military prowess, was catapult- 
ed to power in April 1992 when 
a band of junior officer# over- 
threw the civilian regime and 
chose him as their leader. 

The rebel# continued fighting 
Stmsssr't regime, ratling it a# tor 
rum a# the previous government 
It had vowed not to honor Feb- 
ruary-# vote 

On Monday, member# of 
Strasser s election commission 
reiterated their determination to 
hold the election a* planned 
StrasMtr had not planned to run 
for president, because under the 
election law he is too young to be 
a candidate 

In hi# statement, however, 
kargbo accused St raiser of plan- 
ning to become president anyway 
by passing decree# to change the 
law 

It was unclear what plans Bio 
had for the country In an inter- 
view in November with Assos.i 
ated Pres* Television he claimed 
to be firmly behind Strasser 

'Electiona are definitely going 
to take place in February ," said 
Bio. who wore army fatigues dur- 
ing the interview and proudly 
showed off two homemade rock- 
et launcher# displayed behind hi* 
desk "The program was designed 
by us, not under pressure, 
because we think that democra- 
cy is the solution to our prob- 
lem#.". 

Bio was one of lire junior offi- 
cer* who joined in the 1992 coup, 
and he had served as Strasser* 
chief of defense staff Bio and 
Strasser fought alongside each 
other during the war before the 
1992 coup 


