Teaching: Some question whether grade inflation eX|sts at U0
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Zachary Kelton said grade infls- |

tion is “a rampan! problem on
campus” and Is caused by a
combination of problems: facul.
ty members’ concern for the
well-being of students, a desire
to avold potential problems
resulting from giving students
low grades and the subcon-
scious desire of professors to
validate their own teaching

“A majority, or at least a
strong minority of faculty mem-
bers, are guilty of participating
in grade inflation dl ring thelr
Larnor Kelton sai

Although there are no formal
agendias or meetings to address
prade infllation, the University
administration is taking steps to
helghten the lovel of department
and faculty membes
Hubin said

“When we send out grade dis
tribution reports (o :Iup.’lﬂnmnh
for review, all we are saying is

IwWareijmsa

Hoevy, take a look. Is tlils Rood
reflection of your department”
Hubin said

ernnd

reports

= Some students are con
that distributing grade
may place hoavy pressure on
professors

*If faculty members feel the
need (o bow down to such pres.
fume \\:]I |rfuf¢'\\ur'\. Rive stu
dents the grades he or she
deserves, or a grade that conve
niently fits in with the depan-
ment’s wishes?” askod
University student Mark Jefforis
He also wondered what grade
generosity says about the valid-
ity of grades awarded

Borin seconded Jelferis” con
(nrns

“If you receive an A from the

physics department, you can be

Fall 1994 grade distrubution among the University of Oregon professional schools

and the larger departments
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suitably impressed.” Borin said
“But what tlum. an A ora B from
the English department mean?
Does it mean a studoent is in the
top 5 percent? The top 10, 20 or
30 percent?”

Davis said it is up to individ
ual faculty members and depant
ments to determine how they are
going to grade not up to
administrators, “The meat-fisted
approach of imposing uniform

grading standards wouldn't do
justice 1o the difference in dis
ciplines or expectations.” Davis
said

Kelton believes students need
to be aware of the implications
that grade inflation could have
on their futures and the future of
their University

“Grade inflation has the poten
tial of weakening the overall aca
demic integrity of the Universi
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ty.” Kelton said. "If graduate
schools, employers and the state
recognize grade inflation exists,
they may no longer recognize the
quality of  University degree, nor
be as willing to help fund such
an institution.”

Kelton said grade inflation Is a
nationwide problem that direct
ly involves universities, depart
ments, faculty members and stu
dents
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® How to apply to law school.

® What courses to take for preparation.

® Superb national reputation: 1994-95
ranked among top 25 schools based on
entering class G.PA. and LSAT.

® Excellent job placement, bar passage
record

® Hi-tech environment committed to
providing technological as well as first
rate legal education
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® How to make opportunities to meet
with students and professors.

® Why personal statements and
recommendations really do matter.

® Wide variety of courses and opportunities,
accessible faculty and talented students
Business Law, Progmn in Law & Entreprencurship
Clinical Programs
Criminal Law
Family, Gender, and Under-represented Groups
Legal Theory and Ethics
Litigation and Procedure
Natural Resources and Environment
Property and Estate Planning
Transnational Legal Problems

Join us Thursday, January 18, 7:00 p.m.

EMU Cedar C& D

for a presentation by:

Kathcrine Jernberg, Director of Admissions

4A Ovegon Dady Emerald  Tuosday, January 16, 1996

School of Law

( :mdr inflation has the
potential of weakening the
overall academic integrity of
the Universiry

— Kelton
ASUQ Vice President

‘At some universities, includ
ing lvy League schools, students
have the option of dropping »
class right up to finals week and
therelore not have anvthing but
their top grades on their tran
" Kelton said. He said this
was yet another form of grade
infllation and caused a decrease
in individual and institutional
integrity

University officials agree that
the subjective nature of grading
makes il hard to pinpoint a soly

sCripls,

tion to grade inflation ])I'I:.\.‘!
mental grade distributions, grad
uate school entrance exams and
pre l'l'.‘p!u“t:.'i'tif lesling may cot
rect the problem
there is a problem

Kelton's answer to grade infla
tion entails changing the stru«
ture of current grade transcripts
to include both class averages
and individual grades. Students
would have a clearer picture of
how they ranked in comparison
to others and be able to determine
whether grade inflation did
indeed exist, Kelton said

“It’s frustrating for me, and a
lot of students I'm sure, to see
grade inflation,” Kelton said. |
don’t want to finish school and
have to face the fact that because
of the inability to control grade
inflation, | received a watered

if indeed
" Boren said

down degree.”




