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Turner may fund new sports channel

W TELEVISION: Turner
broadcasting may give
ESPN a run for its money

NEW YORK (AP) Ted
Turner is actively exploring
starting a 24-hour sports news
network that would put him in
competition with cable power-
house ESPN, sources familiar
with the matter said Monday

Turner hasn’t yol proposed
the idea to the board of his
Turmner Broadcasting System n«
but the sources, speaking on
condition of anonymity, sald
that could come as early as &
scheduled mid-February meet.
ing

The sports news and infarma-
HoNn service is seen as a way lo
leverage Turner's involvement
in news gathering with Cahle
News Network and in covering
sports events on his TBS and
INT cable channels

Atlanta-based Turner Broad
casting declined comment on
the report, which first appeared
in Monday's edition of the
trade publication Advertising
Age

Advertising Age also said
news channels on health and
entertainment are being dis
cussed

Turner has demonstrated an
ability to spin off new services
from his other assets most
recently with the creation of
CNNIin, a financial news chan-

nel that debuted Dec. 20 with a
big lift from the CNN business
nows stall

The Tumer Movie Classics
network relies heavily on the
MGM film library Turner
scquired in the late 1980« and
the Cartoon Network provides
an outlet for Tumer's Hanna-

Barbera unit

The current plans do not call
for putting events on the sports
news channel but the new ser.
vice could air news programs at
Hittle added cost from event gites
where other Tumer chennels are
operating. one of the sources
said

Advertising Age said senior
Turner executives have con
ducted exhaustive ressarch on
the subject and feel there is
room for yet another entry in the
market for sports TV

Turner Broadcasting already
carries sports evenis like pro
football and basketball on its
TBS and TNT cable channels,
and i1 covers sports news on |ts
(NN and Headline News chan
nels

The cable programmer has
agreed 1o be scquired by Time
Warner Inc., which owns Sports
Hlustrated magazine and the
HBO pay-TV channel, which
could be helpful in operating a
|;hlﬂl news service

But approval from the Turner
Broadcasting board for a sports
news netw isn’t a sure bet

The cable asystem owner
Telecommunications Inc., & key
Tumer shareholder, has recent-
ly formed a partnership with
Rupert Murdoch's News Corp
Lid. to carry sports program
ming worldwide

Advertising Age said the
Tumer board has already vetoed
proposals for a golf channel and
a wimen's channel

ESPN |Is one of the most su«
cessful cable channels, and is 80
percent owned by Capital
Citles/ ABC Inc., which is being
scquired by The Walt Disney
Co

It covers both sports events
and sports news and is one of
the largest cable channels in
terms of subscribers

Efforts have been made in
recen! years to launch an all
sports news channel but they
have been unsuccessful due to
the difficulty of getting wide dis
tribution on cable systoms and
because of the amount of sports
programming avallable on both
cable and broadcast TV, There is
s0 much programming that it is
hard to build a sizable audience
or the ad support needed to pay
for it

Turner would presumably
have an edge with cable system
operators, many of whom cur
rently own a piece of the cable
programmer, and in keeping
costs low for maintaining the
soervice

Seles stays unbeaten at Australian Open

B TENNIS: Despite the fiu,
Sampras also advances in
the Grand Slam event

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— Unbeaten forever Down
Under, Monica Seles picked up
where she left off at the Aus-
tralian Open

Despite a pulled groin muscle
that caused her to wince in pain
al times, the top-seeded Seles
ren her streak to 220 at this
Grand Slam event as she
brushed past Janet Lee 6-3, 6.0
in 47 minutes on a cool, cloudy
Tuesday afternocon.

Pete Sampras, the men’s No
1, showed few lingering effects

OREGON'S WATER
A close look ot ose of Oregon’s most valusble resources. Study the impostance
of a quality water covironment for rocreation, tounam, forestry and agnculture

| | and geclogy

and hstory of the arca

awareness of Oregon's waterways.

STILL AVAILABLEFTOR WINTER 1996
January 26, 27 & 2%

COASTAL LAKES—February 2.3 & 4

| | Larpe and small lakes along Oregon s coast provide an interesting
| | and informative ficld lab for the stady of plants, animals, history

WILDLIFE—February 16, 17 & I8
This workshop will cover everything from black bears 1o
scastars and look ot the snique armay of species in Oregon

CASCADE MOUNTAINS —February 23,24 & 25 /7
Explore the Oregon Cascade range while leamni
valuahle mformation shout the plants, snimals, geodogy,

OREGON COAST—March 1,24 3
Study at the edge of the continent to gain

OREGON'S RIVERS—March 8,9 & 10

lavestigate the cxciting npanan eavironments of
Oregon’s nivers. Studies of plants, animals,
history and niver geology will broaden students’

Use Duck Call to Register!
All workshops are 2 credits (HDEV 410/510) Tuition $180
For information, call Mel Jackson at (503) 346-5431

of the flu that delayed his arrival
as he played mostly from the
baseline to bedevil 4ummlnn
Richard Fromberg 7-5, 6-3, 6-2
Sampras, who saved all 10 of
the break-points against him,
didn’t bother cranking up his
big serve, hitting only four aces
to Fromberg's 11. Instead, Sam-
pras, the 1994 champion, con-
tented himself by staying back
and picking his spots to charge
the net. That worked to perfec-
tion as he Ful away 11 volley
winners to Fromberg's one.
“I'm over it. | feel fine,” Sam-
pras said of the flu, though he
still sounded nasal and congest-
od. 1 wasn't really sure how my
form was going to be. I felt | hit

the ball pretty well, but I didn"t
serve great.”’

Unseeded Stefan Edbery
champion in 1985 on grass and
1987 on hardcourt, began his last
Australian Open with a tough 7-
6 (B-6), 7-5, 3-8, 5-7. 6-1 victory
over No. 36-ranked Jiri Novak

Three months before she was
stabbed in Germany in 1993,
Seles won her third straight
Australian Open and the last of
her eight Grand Slam titles in a
thrilling final against Steffi Graf
While Graf is home this time,
recovering from fool surgery,
Seles is back with a bigger serve,
bolder approaches 10 the net and
an occasional running, one-
handed forehand
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