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Poems, speeches, singing commemorate King 

VtmiM McDonald (tefl) helps Joseph Carswell light a can«t at a vigil that look place Friday evening in honor ol Martin Luther 

King Jr. A group of 70 paopie marched from John eon Mali lo Gertinger Kail, where speeches were given lo remember the leader 

‘It’s our duty to pursue change’ 
■ SPEAKER: Angela Davis asks 
listeners to stop living vtcanousiy 
through political lives ot the past 

By K ns tin Bailey 
StuOtn) AoMMaS fe*wne 

A MtKipidty crowd packed the 
Hull Qnlff'i Silva t loot «-n Hall Monday 
night lo tvmemher Martin Luther King Jr 
•l a tribute titled ’Standing Together to 

Face the Challenge * 

Greg Evans, Master o( reremonies, 
opened events by remembering the spir- 

it ol Dr, King 
“We tome together (hi* evening in ihe 

celebration of the life end continuing 
work of Dr Martin Luther King |r," he 
said “It it our charge, it it our duty to 

pursue tociat change on both the indi- 
vidual and collective hash 

The tribute included speeches. songs, 
award ceremonies and poetry readings 
nqpuiumi to further King's dream uf equal- 
ity However, it was keynote speaker 
Angela Davis that had some members of 
the crowd yelling "We love you!" 

Turn to SPEAKER Page /A 
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Oa«i« low th# n*af capacity Hull CanUr 
crowd lo Katan to Amartca'a youth 

■ VIGIL: Students gather to 
remember the meaning behind 
Martin Luther King Day 
By Doug Irving 
SudVnr acPwMM 

Th« Block Studwnt Union rwrmndvd the 
llniv»r»iiy on Friday that Martin l.other 
King )r. Day is mom than ju*t * day oft 

On Friday. th« Black Studtmi Union 
*{kwi*oohI a candlelight vigil and rm vption 
to rwrnniitwr the civil right* Inadwr 

In# t eternal ion 

began on the steps of 
Johnson Hull with a 

candlelight vigil 
Kenya I.overt, 

director of the Black 
Student Union, w«l- 
coined the crowd of 
about 70 people 

“This candlelight 
vigil is for people to 
come together and 
realize what (Kingl 
stood for." site said 

Shanisse Howard, 
a Human Bights 
Commission mem- 

ber. read a poem she 
had written for the 
event 

• A «***'» mom 
0» King retaJod 
evcntslil 
■ TAparwrt 
dncuMtng King's 
drwartvli 

m luwereruv n mmntn pong. .1 

bird that used to ting, wm stolen away 
with a bullet of halo, taking along tho Ley 
to the promised land * gate, leaving the 
oppressed. the wears b«hlml Howard 
read from her poem 

Howard ended her speech with a quote 
from King'* Letter From a fail 
"Injustice anywhere it a threat to (ustu e 

everywhere 
l ed by l uvert and Howard, the uuwd 

man bed from Johnson Hall to tier linger 
Hairs Alumni Lounge Along the way. the 
crowd sang ’We Shall Overcome1' and 
"Amazing time 

Once In Oerltager Hall. Howard opened 
the program by saying King bat a contin- 
ued influence and importance to society 

"Marlin Luther King mean* many things 
to each of us." die said 

Stephanie Carnahan, University Student 

Turn to VKML, Pape 7A 

Statistics report grade inflation trend still very widespread 
■ TEACHING: The inflation 
follows a trend that goes 
back to the 1970s 

By Simon Rosa 
htvtarK* (*fxrW 

Today's University students 
receive top grades more often 
than their predecessors did. 
according to statistic* compiled 
by the University’s Office of the 
Registrar 

There are two poasible expla- 
nations for this change 

The first hypothesis is that 
students study harder, are more 

dedicated or even smarter com- 

pared to students of years past 
“Possiblv. we am seeing an 

improved student body overall.** 
said Immune Davis, vice provost 
for academic affairs 

The second explanation* for 
this change academic standards 
have slid downward, and col- 
tone educators are more gener- 
ous with high grades than they 
used to be 'The threshold of 
acceptable grades as far as stu 
dents and faculty members are 

concerned may be lower now.** 
said David liubin. executive 
assistant to University President 

Dave Pmhnmayer 
Regardless of how one chous- 

es to explain grade inflation, the 
increased percentage of high 
grades awarded ha* risan at all 
higher education institutions 
during the last decade, a trend 
that has been occurring since 
the early 1970a 

Tht Collage of Art* and Set* 
ern e*, which account* for more 

than two-lhtrds of tbo Universi- 
ty'* population, has awarded at: 

average of 17 percent more U 

grades or higher uni* 198$, 
The School of Education 

showed the largest increase in 

high grades given, an average of 
20 percent during (he last 10 

year* 
The School of Journalism and 

Communication had the small- 
est increase in lop grades since 
1905. with an average 5 percent 
increase 

Louise West ling, head of Ibc 
F.ngtish department, believes 
grade inflation may be the result 
of rising espei tattoos During 
the last 20 years, the notion that 
a C it a satisfactory grade has 
eroded away Now students 
think of the C as thev used to 
think of the () When students 

get a C, they !™l that they have 
been seriously hit " 

Confusion over what a "good" 
or “above average' grade is 
noli within the student body 

“If a student come* into my 
office asking for a letter of rec- 
ommendation. and say*. Tin a 
solid B student win* is is pretty 
good, above average.' I'm forced 
to tell him he I* not above aver- 

age.” Professor fames Boren 
said You're a solid B student 
and that's average.” 

ASUO Vice President 
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