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ltai Arad, a 47-year-old pilot
stricken with neuromuscular dis
sase, had asked the Tel Aviv Dis
trict Court to allow him to “die
with dignity” at home, according
to his attorney, Yitzhak Hoshen

The case also involved a s
ond patient whose name and con-
dition wese not made public
Both sought court intervention to
prevent medical treatment that
would prolonz their lives

can refuse 1o be connected
w ask 1o be removed, Hoshen
said

The ruling worried some obser
van! Jews, uncomfortable that it
coukl compromise the sanctity of
human life

Dr. Mordechai Halperin, a rab-
bi and physician at the
Schlesinger Institute, told Isreel
Television that the ruling itself
did not contradict Jewish law
But he said it was dangerous
because people might interpre! it
as validating suicide or mercy
killings

“This is precisely the danger
of the verdict being viewed as a

sis (ALS). also known as Lou
Gehrig's disease

ALS attacks nerve cells in the
brain and spinal cord and even
tually paralyzes victims and
impairs muscles responsible for
breathing

Arad does not yet require life
support, but he asked for the
court ruling to preclude the pos-
sibility that doctors would put
him on a life support system in
the future

Hoshen sald Arad can no
longer speak. The court hearing
was conducted by his attorney
asking questions and Arad nod-
ding “yes” or “no.”
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