University takes a day

off for wrong reasons

W OUR OPINION: .ing's
birthday has become an
act of political correciness
instead of achon

Fhousands of students
will take the day off Mon
day without giving much
thought to why

Of course, averyone
knows it is Martin Luther
King Jr.’s birthday, but few
stop 10 examine why a uni
varsity that refuses 1o close
for Columbus Day, Veterans'
Day or Presidents” Day
would decide to shut its
doors

Ihe answer is surprising
ly simple. The University
will be closed because it is
the politically correct thing
1o do

Without question, kaug
doserves a national holiday
His vision and leadership
helped spirit & national
movement that guided this
country to a now level of
racial understanding. To
date, he is the only African
American 1o be recognized
on a caliber with the usual
cadre of white Ruys Even
now, his message continues
1o resonate in an America
where inequality seems to
be enlarging rather than
diminishing

That said, however, it
cannot be ignored that the
University felt compelled to
give students the day off
because electing not te do so
would have brought charges
of racism against this insti-
tution

In addition, it raises an
interesting paradox. If we
intend to celebrate the life
of King, the last place we
should be is at home watch-
ing Hicki Lake. We should
be in school

Unlike King, civil rights is
not a dead issue. Each year

o ————

wao are loid 10 take a
moment of “quiet reflec-
tion™ and watch the same ~1
have s dream” sound bite on
every network and cable |
channel until we can recite
it by rote, We am reminded
of how African-Americans
began the modern struggle
toward equality

All of this valuable. But ~
King's legacy (and the legs-
cy of the hundreds of other
black leaders who seem 1o
get ovarshadowed by this
holiday) deserves more. We
deserve more

The discussion of civil
rights rarely takes place out
side the context of a few his-
tary, ethnic studies and law
courses, Yet, it is one of the
few subjects that relates to
almost every field of study
al the University

Rather than dismissing
students, each department
should use this day 1o link
some aspect of civil rights
with the cusrricula.

What role does equal
opportunity play in eco-
nomics on both a micro and
macro level? What are the
psychological aspects of
oppression? How did the
media report on the move-
ment? What were the inter-
national effects of the
movement? What role does
goography play in racial
division? The possibilities
are almo#t limitless,

Yet we choose 1o remain
silent. Some of us will
attoend the event at the Hult
Center, but for the majority
of us, the day will pass
without notice. Not only is
this inconsistent with the
lessons of King's life, it is
antithetical to the purpose
of a liberal arts education
Lot Velerans' Day get the
“quiet reflection.” Let's
learn something instead
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iS. LETTERS

WwE'RE GOING To MAKE
DESECRATION OF THE
FLAG ILLEGAL . A

THEN YOU'RE GOING To HAVE T
CHANGE THE FIRST AMENDMENT.

E—"\r.ﬂ

DOESN'T 'DESECRATION' iMPLy
THAT THE FLAG IS SACRED?

THEN YOU'RE GOING TD HAVE ToO
CHANGE THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

HOW MANY STRTES DOES TWAT TAKE 7 - |

Stone’s ‘Nixon’ rewrites history and fails

liver Stona's most recen! cinematic

extravaganza, Nixvon, was released dur

ing our winter break. Although there

has been a great deal of discussion
about the film’s value, the truth is that the
movie does not stand up cinematically or politi
cally

To see why, Nixon should be analyvzed in two
separate parts: first, simply as a film; then, as a
political statement

The strongest cinematic element of the film is
the supporting cast. Joan Allen has been right-
fully lauded for her rigid yet sympathetic Pat
Nixon, a rule that should sarm her an Oscar nod
Also, aside from the horrid James Woods, the
group that plays the president’s men is spectac
wlar

As for Anthony llnpkun who plays President
Nixon, there is little positive to say, It seems
that to portray the raan, Hopking went to the
Diogenes school of acting: he simply placed a
handful of pebbles in his cheeks, then got in
front of the camera and started speaking

This results in an odd delivery that sounds
nothing like the former president. For example
the line *Mrs. Nixon's finished.” is deliversd as.
“"Mushush Nukchun's funushed

The cinematography, by Robert Richardson is
wonderful ... for a horror film. The living area
of the White House is lit so dark!ly and is so
oddly exposed that it looks more like Dracula’s
castle than the residence of America’s chief
executive

Adding 1o this mood is the score by John
Williams. His music, which seems to be com-
posed exclusively of minor and diminished
chords, sounds more appropriate for a slasher
film like Friday the 13th than for a historical
drama

The script coatains a few interesting scenes,
but those worth walching could have been con-
densed into an hour-long television special
However, the film runs more than three hours. a
length that had me checking my watch every 10
minutes,

All in all, for $43 million, a sum that would
méake a person with ethics blush, much is left to
be desired

Politically, Nixon is also a failure. In its por-
trayal of Nixon the man, he is shown as an awk-
ward drunk who can barely put a sentence
together, both behind the scenes and in front of
the public

If he reolly was as bumbling and clumsy as he
was in the film, Richard Nixon would never
have boen elected president of an elementary
school student body, let alone twice to the high-
ost office in the world

As for the alleged drinking problem, John
Ehrlichman, who uniike Stone, actually knew
and worked with the real Nixon, has written

In the five years | was with President Nixon 1

wer saw ium arek in anvy of | fTic

iis Ol 1

2R, and

only rarely elsewhere.” In the film, he is almost
constantly clutching a tumbler of scotch, no
matter where he is

More troubling than the personal affronts to
the former president however, is a connection
that Stone has created between Nixon, the assas
sination attempt on Fidel Castro, and the death
of President John Kennedy,

OPINION In the film, when Hunt is
et e discovered as one of the Water
3= ’ gate burglars, the Nixon char
acter states that he knows of
him as a former CIA operative
who worked on the plot to
assassinate Castro — a plot that
he had approved of when he
was I)wigEl Eisenhower's vice
president. This plot was then
supposedly turned on Kennedy
by the same CIA group
Even if Nixon had approved of the CIA action
against Castro, to say trlnt this somehow led to
the Kennedy assassination and that this trou-
bled Nixon through his life, as it does in the
film, is ludicrous.

In reality, Nixon did not even know of the
original CIA plot. Richard Bissel, who actually
planned the assassination, told Newsweek
before his death that Nixon had no role in the
attempt on Castro’s life and that he was not
briefed on the subject

Ehrlichman, in the same essay mentioned ear
lier, wrote, “In my 15 years of ever-closer associ
ation with the real Nixon, | never heard a hint
that he might have been involved in such a Cas
tro plot — or that he was guiltily obsessed with
JFK's murder.”

It is unfortunate that Oliver Stone thinks of
himself as so powerful, and so exempt from
judgment, that it is acceptable for him to rewrite
history in a8 manner that is not attuned with the
facts, but with his liberal sensibilities.

He has taken liberties not with fictional char
acters, but with real people who have real fami-
lies that will see their lives and the lives of their
friends trivialized and bastardized on the silver
screen.

Richard Nixon was guilty of his crimes, and
he deserved to be impeached for them. But, for
Stone to spit on his grave in order to make a few
bucks and brainwash the public is not only a
waste of a talented director’s time, it is immoral

Primo A ]. Fontana, a senior majoring in ec
nomics, is a columnist for the Emerald
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