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Florida coach
rejects offer
from Buccaneers

TAMPA. Fla. (AP) Florni
da coach Steve Spurrier said
today he rejected a lucrative
offer 1o lesave the school to
coach the Tampa Bay Bucca
[esrs

I am not leaving the Uni
varsity ol Florida, and | nev
or said | was leaving the
University of Florida,” Spurri
or said at a news conference

| did have some discussions
with the management of the
lampa Bay Bucs, and [ a

te the interest from Rich

Mokay, the general manasgor
ind Joel and Brian Glazer

Spurrier 4] had been

d by the beleaguered
Huccaneers alter leading the
Gators to within a victory of
he national championship
115 Seaasaan

Maybe this will end the
speculation for years to
come,” Spurrier said, “I have
talked, and | listened, and |
think | am just a college ball
coach. The University of
Fiorida job is one of the best
in the country, and it is awful
ty difficult to leave this job

Spurrier sald earller that he
ran “"hot and cold” on
whether or not to accept the
Bucs offer, reportedly worth
at least $2 million a year

Robinson earns
award for weeks'
41-point effort

NEW YORK (AP) Clifl
Robinson of Portland was
picked as NBA Lli.!\t'l ol the
wook on Tuesday after lead

i the Trail Blazers to a 3-1
recond

Robinson averaged 28.8
points, 6.5 rebounds, and 2.8
pisists last woek, He scored a

areer-high 41 points on 17
lor-27 shooting in a 113-97
viclory over Minnesota

ON THE TUBE
January 10

, B4pm. ESPN

NCAA Basketball, Wake

Forest at Duke

W 4:30 p.m. PRIME

NCAA Basketball,

Virginia Tech at !

Duquesne

ES5pm TBS !
NBA Basketball, Seattle

at Chicago

|6 p.m. ESPN

NCAA Basketball, North
Carolna at Georgia Tech

| ®7:30 p.m. PRIME

| NCAA Basketbal,

Arizona St at Arizona
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Oregon scores big with Cotton Bowl draw

W ATTENDANCE: Orogons

an contingency was a ni

with C Hton é‘!""'!\' req

@

)

By Trevor Kearney

Although the Colorado Buf
faloes won the battle on the field
i the Jan. 1 Cotton Bow! Classi
the Oregon Ducks were quicker
mn the draw

The draw of fans, that is

Oregon sold slightly more than

12,000 tickets, sald Hunt Hol

LT ple, director of ticket sales at

Uregon, compared to a Colomdo’s
W B NNt T UMM i kelw
Thoueh ex imber .
©"y it od, Ureg WA
eariy a bigger v than |
!\-- ] { ' i W '
Nb i How 11 )
ostimated thi ! Kickoll atts
| S Wit B ind 4 }
werst e itle 1
W) yea That N " {led
lown 1o less tha K0 by hall
t T The tel { wdcast
showed visiDly emply end-zone

s tions

| don't think it enhances the
image of the game when you have
the end zones !'!Hi'l" ]"f:’:
Crawlord, president of the Cot
ton Bowl, said at halftime. “But
the weather is one thing that we
can’t control.’

I}!‘\plh' low in-state atten
dance, Oregon and Colorado fans
made up some of the difference
out of their cwn e kets. Accord
ing to Crawford, the Dallas area

made a substantial profit from

o

ABAI W T EE § e )

The number of Oregon fans that traveled to Dallas, Texas, despite bad weather to support the Oregon fool
ball team at the Cotton Bowl impreased the bowl! representatives

out-of-town Cotton Bow!l-bound f i, an far as the Dallas commu KUGN and Dallos radio station
fans 1y is concermned KLIF to donate tickets to chil

The University lolks had 1 Froen that stas -'.lﬂl.‘:'. the (ot dren s lil|~.|!|f.||\ and women's
ome a long way, and so did Col ton Howl solulely a shelters in order to give people
wado, but we are very pleasod Coss who wouldn't otherwise get 1o go

with the tumout,” Crawford said We sent a g

real contingent to

to the game the chance o see it

he economic impact on our Dallas,” Holsapple said. “Cottan

community is over 320 million
because of the number of people
that came to the game, the time
that they have stayved here and
the money that they spent. S0 we
AT Vory ilil'du--i with that st

HBowl officials were really
L prossoed

Possibly mom impressive was
the effort Oregon made to Ret oo
i"l‘" to the game. The University
wuorked with Eugene radio station

According to Holsapple, the
University distributed tickets to
six Dallas area agencies, which
included a Special Olympies out
let. Supporters of the program
donated the tickets or money to
buy extra licketls

Pac-10
may join
alliance

W BOWLS: The bow
allance may gaun
control ot the HOS¢

BOwWi, eNnsy

championship game

DALLAS (AP) The
Big Ten and Pac-10 are
!'.-‘\.:II_L: lt'-‘l USKIOnNns il'lllll‘
joining the bowl alliance
a move that would guaran
tee a national champi
onship game every yoar in
college football

“Whether anythiang's
going to happen or not, |
don’t know Andy

Gelger, athletic director at
Ohio State said Tuesday
during the NCAA's annual
convention. " But ideas are
being exchanged and the
matter s under consider
ation

| would say we |l know
by late spring or early
summer if we have some
thing that's viable.” Big
Ten commissioner Jim
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Ducks finish winter break winningly

B WRESTLING: The Ducks achieved
avergl nigh-ranming wins gqunng the

winier preax 1n Nabr

By Pete Schneider

¥ b i ' ek

e Oregon wrestling team Ia el IBlo e

SCONG part of i

¢ 1999598 dual-meetl soason with

three impress

lor hreak

7 ledam ]n‘{ll-':rl anCes during win

e Ducks placed second at the Great Plain
Invitational tournament In Lincoln, Neb. . Saturday
behind third-ranked Nebraska, Oregon took 11
wresllers 1o the 22-team tournamen! and p].ll wd 10

in the individua! standings

I' was a very ;-r--«i-.u tive meet lor us, Uregon
head coach Ron Finley said. “We beat some rval
ly good wrestlers, Big Eight champs, and some
other nationally ranked guys. We felt really good
about that

Two-time All-American Kevin Robertz led the
way for the Ducks, winning the 118-pound weight
class with a victory over Nebraska's Brad Canoyer
I'he match was evenly contested in the initial min
ies, butl Canoyer laltered as the match Progressesd

It was pretty close at first,” Finley said. “Kevin

put s0 much pressure on him and was 80 intense

that he just wore him down by the end of the

match. He was pretty much in « omplete control by
the time the match ended

Scott Norton also had a strong tournamen! in
Lincoln for the Duciks. In his final against Nebras
ka's Jason Kraft, the 150 :,Hu.:u! junior scored a fall
and a major decision en route to Oregon’s other
win in the tourmnament. Norton was never serious
ly threatened throughout the Classic, dominating
the 150-pound class

he Ducks got support from the other lower

wuighis when John Taylor and Blake Tompkins
Maced second and Jeremy Ensrud, Rob Tanner

b
Koyore }\'s-inw.:: and Nate Sullivan finkshed thied in
"

heir respective weight classes

Johnny and Rob are just doing an outstand ing

Wy for ua this year.” Finley s hey're ne

the inmeup this year and have stepped right up and

have meally laken ove I'm roally P oased with

thereny

'he Ducks wure able to overcome serious jot lag
to hinish second in the tournament. Hecause of the
harsh weather and numerous Hight cancellations
it took the team more than 30 hours to fly to Lin

oln

Oregon’'s bigeest win of the year came on
Decembar 29 at the Oregon Classic in Corvallis
The Ducks put seven wrestlers in the finals and
beat 14th-ranked Oregon State to claim in-state
bragging rights

| just felt like we were supposed to win, and
our wrestlers foit like we were supposed to win,”
Finley said. "Orogon State was second in the
nation last year, so it was very satisfying to beat
them

Oregon also looked good against 10th-ranked
Cal State Bakersfield at MacArthur Court on
December 16th. Roberts, Ensrud, Norton and Tan
ner scored victonies, but the Roadrunners were (oo
tough in the upper weights, winning the meet 21
i1d

In all, Finley said he loels confident about how
his team is performing as it gears up for the next
part of the schedule. “l see improvements almost
overy week.” he sald. "Right now, we're wrestling
pretty steady, and we don't seem to be having
many highs or lows. We are all wrestling tougher
and more intense with fewer mistakes all down
the line ;
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