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Support pours in for 
successful Packers 

MILWAUKEE {API — Wis- 
consin postal worker* are 

showing off their Packer 
pride 

Outgoing mail (mm the 
Wausau Post Office ho* a mes- 

sage wiving. **C0 PACK GO 
TO THE SUPERBOWL ** 

Mail at the Oshkosh Post 
Office l* marked "GB PACK- 
ERS NFC CENTRAL D1V 
CHAMPS •* 

Jerry Oiahe. operation* sup- 
port specialist at the Wausau 
Post Office proi easing plant, 
railed the special stamp* "a 
tool lor a little community 
pride/* 

The Oshkosh message is 
mainly (prayed on metered 
mail, said Greg Robinson, the 
plant manager there 

'‘We're doing this in fun. 
but at the same time, we're 
establishing ourselves as part 
of the community itself." 
Robinson said. 

Montana to toss 

Super Bowl coin 
TEMPS* Aru (API — 

Three-time Super Howl MVP 
foe Montana v* 111 handle the 
coin toss far the .SujHtr Bowl 
on fan. 28 

fuming Montana for the 
pregame ceremony at Sun 
Devil Stadium will be the 25 
MVPs from the other Super 
Bowk, including two-time 
winner Bart Starr 

Montana quarterbacked 
the San Frant imo 49«r« to 
four Super Bowl titles from 
1382-90 and was selected the 
game's MVP in 1982. 1985 
and 1990 He ended hi* 16- 
ymt NFL career in 1995 after 
twu season* with the Kansas 
City Chief* and i* nuw a tele- 
vision football analyst for 
NBC Sport*. 

ON THE TUBE 
January 9 

■ 4:30 p.m. ESPN 
NCAA Baskettwtlt. Illinois 
at Michigan 
■ 5 p.m TNT NBA 
BaskeebaK. San Antonio 
at Houston 
■ 6:30 p m ESPN — 

NCAA Basketball. 
Kentucky at Mississippi 
Si 
■ 7 p.m. USA —- 80*109. 
heavyweights. Larry 
Holmes (62-5-0) v» Curt 
Shepard (13-2-0). at 
Galveston. Texas 

mm %*. itm.ixhk 
In hi* Aral yoar a* head coach. Colorado Wiefc Nauhaiaai guiriad hi* taam to • 10-2 
record and a Ho 5 nationally ranking in I ha AP Top 26 poll 

No more of those 
darn shellackings 

Bwtng in a journalist'* tin* of work. I h*v« to deal 
with many people everyday Front athlete* to coot he* 
to other journalist* In the pracw*. I must be careful 
•boot what I mv or How I *<ay it because of a tiny want 
atfed “ethic*." 

It ha* hwn argued that this hohl* true to the t om hing 
profession a* welt, in term* »f running up the w ore 

hobby tiowden. the head t oat h of Florida Stale's foot- 
ball loam, ha* taken much critk i*m over the veer* for 
tbt* very thing Fault year hi* Seminole* take the field 
on a given weekend to absolutely humiliate Poo think U 
by tome SO point* or more And after the game, flow den 
tell* the media it wa« a good win but hi* team must 
work harder 

Although it's true that all team* have room to 

improve, it"* not necessary for a team to lake it* fru»tre 
lion* out on a tub (tar opponent The only reason why 
any program —- the Colorado But* 
falne* for in<tfam,« — would moke an 

effort to turn a looviiuing win into a 

blowout it to improve it» ranking tn 

the national poiU 
l won't argue that (hit isn't nnm- 

•ary during the regular toawtn. 

tm aiiMi it la, for the enjoyment of 
the tpomwrilun mmm ln*> nation 
who vote «nm it Saturday night for the 
AP Top »5 poll However. I would 

OPINION 

tort 
Hciyre 

argue Inal Iitore l* no pl«*« «> lor this 
during bowl Kamos. es|»* tally this anwson with only 
on« Kamo deciding I ho national t hatnpionship 

So what happanad in this year* Cotton Howl flaxen t 
Colorado hoad < oat h Kit k Nouhoiwd d«« ole* that a 

fake punt play would Imi thw it tug tin the t ake of a 32-h 
rotll, which ended at IN-ti 

in a gam** that had alnoluloly no rvlovam «< «>\i opt for 
pride ai«J recruiting thorn was no mason for this Ore* 
g*» hoad coach Mike Bellutti and many of Iho his play* 
or* foil this way aftor tho game 

l in not upset about tho (ako punt. Bailout said I 
think in coaching you do w hatovor you think you nmol 
to do to win; othvr people try to do other thing* Whan 
you r*) ahead M t> I don't know why you m throwing 
the hall.'' 

Tight and Juih Wilcox was a liltl*> mum blunt about 
Nouhmwi * plat I ailing 

I would lova to talk to my dad ami t««*e what he says 
|about the play call),” Wilcox said "I’m pmtty turn he 
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Hall of fame snubs Hiekro, Sutton and Perez 
■ BASEBALL: Not one o! 
this year $ 35 candidates 
was elected to 

Cooperstown 
NEW YORK (At*) Phil 

Niekro. tk>n Sutton amt Tony 
Peru* alt pul up good career 

number*, no doubt 
Not the great one* needed tor 

the Hall of Fame, however. 
For the first time in 23 year*, 

no player wa* elected to the 
nhrine Monday a* member* of 
the Baseball Writer* Asms lotion 
of America *hut out all 3% can- 
didate* 

"I think it'* getting harder and 
harder every year to get into the 
Hall of Faint," Fere* said from 
Puerto Rico "The baseball Hall 
of Fame ia hard to get Into right 
now You have to have really 
super numbeia or whatever 
you’ve got to lie Babe Ruth or 
(tank Aaron 

Only seven times ever — and 
not since 1971 — time the orig- 
inal selection in 1936 has the 
BBWAA failed to elect anyone 
But with 73 per* *’nt support needed. Niekro was listed on 

ju*t (Mi I percent of (he ballot*, 
followed by Pent* with 65 7 per- 
cent unit Sutton at ft I H pMCdfll 

While ail three t> layer* had 
Inprmiv* total* (he kn« k on 

(hem hat been that they were 

very good for (wo decade*, 
rather (ban hem# great for ai 
lea*! tO year* Instead of voting 
with sentiment. (he BBWAA 
toughened (he Hall standards 
and attain left ou( Niekro and 
Sutton. whose MW wins oni B 

were regarded a* automatic for 
Bltdioi) 

Niekro, on (he ballot for the 
fourth time, gut .121 vote*. 12 
♦hurt of llte 3S3 needed for elec- 
lion The knuckleballer had a 
career record of 3IB-274 

"I really have nothing to nay." 
Niekro Mid tn Atlanta 

I’ere*. on (he ballot for the 
fifth lime, wan luted on 300 of 
(he record total of 470 ballots 
If* had 1,652 KBI lifetime, 16th 
beat tn modem history 

"ft‘a disappointing," Pure* 
«4id "1 don't know what will 
happen next year I can go 
down You never know 

Sutton, on the ballot for the 
third Ume. got 300 votes He was 

3242M lifetime 
“He pitched a lot of game* fur 

me, won a lot of hallgame* tor 
me." Sullen'* former manager. 
Turn l-asurda. said Monday. 

You talk about durability, the 
guy never in I Met) an assign 
merit He wa* a winner I II tell 
you. he belong* in the Halt of 
Fame 

No eligible pitcher with more 
win* than either Sutton or 
Niekro ha* been left out of the 
Hall No eligible player with 
more Kill than Fere/ ha* been 
blanked 

Hut Niekro nover won a Cy 
Young Award In hi* 24 years, 
and neither did Sutton dunng 
ht» 23 NUOM Here*. who hit 
379 homer*, never led the 
league in home run* or KHI in 23 
year* 

And. M some voter* have 
said, ihiae career total* have not 

improved time those player* retired A* in, if the number* 
weren't good enough the first 
time those player* were eligible, 
why should they tw BO* 

In fact, the last time a player 
was elected by the BHVVAA 
beyond his first year of eligibilh 

u 
the baseball Hull of tamt i\ 
hurt! to gel into right now 

You have to ho 111 tdth super 
numbers or whatever, you've 
Hot to hr Babe Ruth or Hank 
Aaron, 

— Tony P»r« 
fomwr Cincmati Red 

77 
ty was 1992. whan Rollle Fin- 
der* made it on his wtami try 

"'The absence of an elet Iw 
ihis year empheafites the nciu* 
stvily of membership in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame." said 
Hall of Fame president Donald 
Man 

There is still a < fiance, though, 
someone will be enshrined dur- 
ing Hall of Fame induction now 

monies Aug * in Cooperslown. 
N Y The festivities are held 
whether or not there is a new 
member, 

The Veterans Committee, 
which considers players no 
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