Senate race stagnates
at grade-school level

W OUR OPINION: vorers
should tell Smith and
Wyden that name-caliing
won 1 win the elechon

If you want to know what
the real issues are in the
race for Oregon’s LS. Sen:
ate seat, unplug your televi-
sion

Since the end of the pri
mary elections on Dec. §,
Democratic candidete Ron
Wyden and Republican can
didate Gordon Smith have
been slinging the proverbial
mud al each other across the
state’s television scroens,
blocking the light of truth
from volers

With the Jan

nipping at their heels, both
candidates have sccoleratod

) election

the slough of negative ads
against each othey opling to

nundale voters with roa

sons why they shouldn't

vote for the other condidate

This ty pe of political
advertising has become
standard fare for national
offices in recent years, bul
Oregon has never seen any
thing quite this churlish or
pointless before. Wyden has
painted Smith as a self-
absorbed, greedy and uneth-
ical rich boy who dumps
efMluent into the state’s pris-
tine walers

Smith has called Wyden a
liar and hammers home the
message that Wyden is out-
of-touch with his con-
stituents by HHlustrating
Wyden's inability to name
the price of bread or find
Bosnia on a globe

Until now, beating up
one’s opponent in public
was a tactic employed only
by candidates who did not
have strong service records
or public recognition with
which 1o woo voters (see
Goeorge Bush, 1988). What is
most confusing and embar
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rassing about these personal
attacks, is that both Smith
and Wyden have impressive
enough backgrounds o win
the election without them

Yot they insist on talking
abou! each other rather than
the issues only because they
think it works

Political strategists look at
previous users of apponent
attacks (see, again, the afore
mentioned Bush) and note
how often kinder-gontler
politiclans lose seats 1o
sucker-punching candi-
dates. What they do not take
into sccount, however | is
how much public confi.
dence (and tolerance) is lost
in the process

I's time lor us to 1edl
them. We, thelr would-be
emplovers, have to tell them
that we will refuse to vote
for elther candidate i they
continue 10
with grade-school-level
sqquabbles. It's time 1o pick
up the phone

wWiaste our Lime

Call Wyden's office st
{503) 231-2300 and tell his
mossage takers that if he
doesn’t stop the negative
ads, you will write in Peter
DeFazio's name on the
ballot. Then, dial up
Smith’s headquarters at
i503) 378-8173 and tell
him you'll be writing in
Norma Paulus if he contin-
ues to talk about his oppo
nent instead of the issues
While vou're at it, tell them
that you're encouraging
vour friends and family to
do the same

This has been a short
campaign (can we hear an
“amen”?), and as the final
date 1o replace Oregon’s
most famous groper
approaches, the only fact
we're sure of is that we'me
stuck ¢ lhm\lnﬂ betwesn
Uregon’s most famous
gripors

2A Oregon Dady Emeralt Monday, January 8. 1996
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MORE REQUESTS FRoM EXTREMIS
THEM TC KitL SOMEBODY ON YOUR BEHALF.

God's Junk Mail

SEND THEM My FRCE Bookier 4
Thie TN CoMMANDMENTS

No Robin Hood

| have let your liberal paper
rambie for too long unchal
ienged, and after reading your
editorial “Smith uses tax refund
to buy voters’ suppont”™ (ODE,
Nov. 30), | was so angered | feel
| noed to respond
The “kicker™ law gives back to
people what they rightfully have
eamed and deserve. Should they
choose to give that money to
schools or charities, that is their
own decision. If the state needs
mare money, then it should ask
for more money, But if it receives
what it expects to receive, it
should give back everything in
excess of that
You mentioned an idea of giv-
ing everyone an equal share of
the excess funds. Why should
girl who paid $50 in taxes from
her newspaper route receive the
same refund as someone who
worked 40 hours a woek at a fac
tory or ofllce?
I'm sure vou're method of
Robin Hood™ politics would Ay
with the homeless and all the
people hanging <ut in front of 7
Eleven, but what about the peo
ple who eamed their money and
paid their taxes. They don™t
desorve to be robbed blind sim-
ply becasuse they have cash
Gordon Smith is merely stand-
ing up for taxpayers by helping
to refund the money that is nght-
fully theirs. If it helps him to get
vlected, so be it. I'd rather have
him in office than a robber
Gregory Darusmont

Economics

Rape sickness

Jen Johnson's letter (ODE,
Nov. 20) on rape was full of
information, but unfortunately
contained some misinformation
as well

She wrote that "women can
only take measures to increase
their chances of surviving an
attack. [They| cannot prevent an
assault.” This is not quite true.
Anybody can take steps 10 Jessen
the chance of an assaull. even if
he or she can't lower the chance
1o zerc

I think best in metaphors, so |
think of rape as a disease (a bad

one, but not usually fatal). There
are differences, of « ourse —
viruses don’t have choices, are
harder to blame, and there is
much less stigma attached to get-
ting sick — but the similarities
are worth looking al

If you want to avoid getting
sick, you take care of yourself
You try to stay warm, avoid real-
ly sick people, sleep, and eat a
balanced diet. Even if you do ali
that (and who can?), you can still
get sick. But they lower your
chance of getting sick. If you
don’t take care oryuumlf and
get sick, it would be ludicrous
to think that you “deserved it"
or were trying lo get sick

Similarly, if you want to avoid
rape, you can take steps to help
prevent becoming a victim. They
don’t eliminate the risk, just
lessen it. If you dont follow
them you might be foolish, but
you're still not to blame if you
are attacked. Only the attacker is
1o blame

Jed Herman
Mathematics

Emerald funding

| commend your hard work
and perseverance on publishing
o daily campus newspaper. Most
of your articles are thorough and
wull-reported. | cant imagine the
discipline that goes intc the pub-
lication of a daily paper

However, as the Editor of X
Magazine | can relate on a sim-
ilar level. Although we are a
monthly magazine, much hard
work goes into our publication,
especially because we are self-
sufficient. We accept none of the
University's funds, except when
it advertises with us. | don"t
believe the ODE should take
approximately $129.000 per year
of student fees

Pivase explain to me why your
prices are four times higher than
ours, you get more advertising
than we do, yet you still take stu-
dent fees? It seems to me you
could find a more appropriate
Way o organize your finances.
Qur prices are 1/4 that of yours,
and still, without taking any stu-
dent fees (we are a business run
by students who started from $0),
we manage 1o come out even.

Maybe | am not giving yvou
enough credit. | don't know how
the ODE’s finances are run, so |
shouldnt  criticize them
Although the ODE keeps the
campus communily aware ol
what's going on, I don't find it
50 important as to use more than
$100,000 per year

Secondly, you seem to fail to
recognize any of the other pub-
lications on campus. Recently,
you published an article on View
Magazine. You spoke about how
amazing it was that University

duates were able to publish a
f;:.ll magazine, yot you fail to
recognize the publications that
are run by students

The ODE has a responsibility
to represent the University with-
out any biases. Therefore, |
believe you should recognize
your fellow publications. While
all of them may not have the
advantage of massive student
fess, they all strive to represent
and entertain students

Agoin, | appreciate the ODF
You publish a quality paper, but
s0 do many others in Eugene
You are the only publication in
Eugene that is expected to rep
resent all students. Because you
reach a nonspecific group, let me
remind you of the publications
that are more specific. One ol
them happens to be X Magazine
While you report local politics
we interviewed a Beastiv Boy
write about sex and have car
reviews. Why don’t we suppont
one another instead of ignoring
one another?

Jennifer Shea Johnston
Editor, X Magazine

LLETTERS POLICY )

The Oregon Daily Emeraid
will aftempt to print all letters
containing comments on 109
ics of interes! to the Universty
community

Letters 1o the editor must be
limited to no more lh:ﬂmz:.)
words, legible, signed
dentificaion of the writer mus!
be verified when the letter is
submitted.

The Emeraid reserves the
right 1o adil any lefter for lengeh
of style.




