
Censorship laws ban Internet freedom 
By Joshua Olson 

f ct»;y 

The 
term “censorship" 

used lo invoke images 
of deep south hook 
burning* and grade 

** bool tear.her* being 1 red (or 
reading Torn Sawyer in < lass 
Today. many people are doing 
their darndest to apply censor 

ship to the Interne!, 3 very dif- 
ferent entity from book or 
record t ensorship 

In response to the truckload of 
hype about pornographic mater 
ial on the Internet, Congress has 
spawned a number of hills such 
at the Communication* Decency 
Ac:! designed to censor such 
material, usually under the ban 
ner of protec ting children 

While there is certainly noth- 
ing wrong with protec ting chil- 
dren. these effort* to shackle the 
pathways of the Internet are 

dangerously misguided 
There are myriad problems 

with the bills that propose to 
censor the Internet The funda- 
mental problem is that they are 

primarily driven by nervous 

parents and eager Congressmen, 
none of whom seem to under- 
stand the deeper issues 

The media ha* lieon feeding a 

growing spec ter of misunder- 
standing with sensationalist 
portrayals such as the inflam- 
matory July 3. 1995 TIME Mag 
■sine cover story entitled "On a 

Screen Near You: Cyberpara " 
The story, graced by an illustra- 
tion of a young male copulating 
with a c omputer monitor, is 
based on a study by « research 
team at Carnegie Mellon Uni- 
versity. The author doesn't 
mention that the study is in fad 
the work of an undergraduate 
student with no credentials and 
despicable research methods. 

The "study” contains wildly 
inaccurate and misleading 1 on- 
e lusions, which the TIME 
reporter readily transposes into 
his article 

Other problems with the pro- 
posed censorship legislation are 

legal in nature Proponents 
would like to treat the Internet 
as a oiiedo-meiiy broadcast me- 

dium, like television and radio, 
that (all under FOC jurisdiction 
and have much stricter regula- 
tion than printed material The 
premise ol restrictions on TV' 
and radio is that they are broad- 
cast everywhere, and anyone can 
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gram Finding sexually explicit 
matemi require* more intent 
aud effort than fust turning on a 
com pillar 

The latest bill ton laming pro 
visions lor Internet t ertsorshtp, 
the Teh*nmniunirations Ilereg 
ulalum A< l. triminalire* any 
network plai n where children 
might find “Indecent" content, 
punishable by a jail term and a 

quarter ol a million dollar fine 
It also deliberately leave* the 
term "indecent.y“ un«k»fined 
The rfincl will he an environ' 
ment where any form of profane 
comment or di* union of 
mature *uhp* t matter, even in 
individual conversation*, 
would be criminal 

Mike Godwin. staff counsel 
for the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, point* out that 
Constitutional protection of 
* indecent" material extends to 
the Internet just as much as to 
printed media The First 
Amendment was designed to 

protect offensive speech, 
because no one ever tries to ban 
the other kind.* he say* 

Traditionally, censorship 
catchwords like “indecency" 
were defined by community 
standards What was considered 
indecent in Buford. Alabama 
was not necessarily so in San 
Francisco, California 

On the Internet, however, 
there are no physical borders or 

communities (hxigraphk: divi- 
sion of the Internet to accom- 

modate tlie community 
standard idea would be imp* sible without tearing the whole 
thing down, starting over from 
scratch, and rebuilding some 

crippled and pathetic imitation 
While the Biifordite* would like 
for the entire Internet to con- 

form to their standards, most of 
the rest of us wouldn't agree 

Furthermore, an increasing 
variety of software designed to 
screen out potentially offensive 
Content is lies wrung available to 
home computer user* Parents 
now have many options to pro- 

test their children from sesuai 
material itu hiding pmtulK 
mom taring« hiMmt't online 
activities MMmling I heir Inter- 
net session* with {va**wartf», 
«tid using e reemttg software 

A* tl on < w with the Amen 
u*n Internet (Marie, the online 
*ert t< e provider t ntnpu Viivu 
re* amity *o*|»mded appro*) 
mately SOD Usenet newsgroup* 
from all its user* eurklwiile m 

response It* a threat fr*en Gar 
man legal authorities The 
net* vgroup*. w hit h were 

fudged *o lie in violation of Or- 
man pornography anti of*** eni 

ly law*, have topic* uw luding 
*»\ dlacmalem and a support 
group for gay, Imhtan. and 
hiMtxual teen* 

“Right now. »e don't posses* 
any te* hnology when* we t an 
block a* t ea* in Umwny and 
leave it open in France or any- 
where «l*e." said < *ms|H) Serve 

vpokesw liman Daphne Kent 
CompuServe will ultimately 

work out a software anlullon 
and hlta.k the obiecttonable 
material from it* German < us- 
turner * while continuing to pro- 
vide the new turnup* lo 
customer* in other t outline* 

The Internet. however. does- 
n't work that way There i* no 

central authority regulating con- 

tent of she Interneti new* 

group* or it* million* of 
computer si tan. 

To attempt to screen all mate 
rtal entering nr leaving their 
computer*, service providers 
fsucn M University Coinputing) 
would each have to make an 

enormous investment in tech- 
notogy and person-power 

Making service providers 
liable for content on the Inter 
net would he aktn to imprison- 
ing librarian* for profane words 
found in work* of classic litera- 
ture Imagine bow many times 
the "seven dirty word* can be 
found among the Knight 
library's two million title* 

Censorship t* barf We have 
lawn taught this le**ort about 
founding fathers, religious free 
dom, and rebel new pa per* from 
day one in elementary m houl 
American history ami law t lass 
es. Yet for many of us it is a 

very difficult lesson to remem- 

ber 

/o*ht«u Otum i» the Onluw fs'di 
for of th*> Emerald 

Unlimited LTD 
bus service.. 
optional studem tee That rmans refunds am amiable 

Keepmmmd. however. that your student ID nowenables 
you to nde the bus any time, anywhere, an term> 

Also remember that by supporting unarmed bus service 

you're hetpmg attewte traffic reduce art pollution. ease 

the campus parking problem, and provide transportation 
tor thousands oi students 

But rt you sti* want a refund, come to the [MU Mam Desk 

during normal business hours January & 12 
Also available at the LTD Customer Service Center 

during normal business hours January 8-19 

1 
For fftofg information can 
687 S5S5 (VOK*) 0* ; 

687 4265 (TTY) 

WaVlGo! 
JA C ■ 

nmttv 

WUNPtRlAND 'I 
*» fTNSfT 

PUH.IC tMJtKFt 

683-8464 
( vs*: vwto Apvtirruw 

MiUfWrt* nu* 
,ss;, a*. 

Advertise in 

Classifieds! 
346-4343 

Hammy’s Special 
Iku k to School Meat Deal 

Super Pretzel + 
16 oz Drink for 

a buck! 
V.klul I /H/fifi 1/31 /mi Monday Friday 
tJOOfm t ,uh1 h 0Oj*n> iooO|hii 

H.umm * i* located m Hamilton Still ;*-»r» 0777 

"SAVE $$$ 
ON TEXTBOOKS! 
• One block from 

campus. 
• Sonic low prices, 

expanded floor 
space.® _ 

tear—- 
^ Author 
^ Title 
^ Edition 

We,,i help you 
save $$$ 

S>// some of last 
•/car's textbooks 
“"‘1 help pay for 
fins term's books 

Smith Family 
Bookstore 

&*£.*! njh • (5ai)^5.,65J 
“K^uv On^im -974()i 


