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Rock 

Bympmthy 
for thm Omvll? 

Hey, Tipper' Hey PMRC! 
Never mind these chuckle- 
head death metal bend* 
Slayer? Geek* Morbid Anger? 
Gtnipe Napalm Death? Pan- 
Mn' College rock ii the reel 
enemy Theee bend* ere pol- 
luting our children'* mkrdi N, 
on eome crtep winter day, 
you beer my at the below 
element* on the car radio — 

beware! You may be interring 
to the hedonistic. subversive 
(train* ol college rock. 

Jengty, Byrd*-i*n gutter — 

Thl* ringing, chiming 
gutter (tyte t* designed to 
echo tn your cerebral sor- 
ter, weakening your r**l»- 
tence to dream-pop band* 
tike the Church, Ne«1 thtng 
you know, you're humming 
along to lyrtct about cloud* 
and liberal politic* 
lo-fl production — 

Droning muddy sound 
mudng halpa bands record 
aubftmnaJ meaaeges about 
Satan and drugs Lfctan care- 

fuffy to Piwnafi "Trtggar 
CuT and you ! hear IN* cryp- 
tic massage — Heed the art 
devil Ian1 (toil1 Nutmeg!" 
Monosyllabic bands — 

Blur, Uw, Bush, Sponga, 
Dig. Beck, Whale. Seam, Dana, 
Dish, Low Make you 
talk In... small words 
and. sound, dumb. 

SemHfontc anthems — 

101 Yr ktois." -Teen 
Angst." "Youth Against Fas- 
cam. This Is tia kind of 
souped-up rock and ml tut 
gets the kkk ail rftodl Hor- 
mones and stuff, you know 
Soon toeyl be smoking 
"grass’ and going to “dbooe." 
Upstart tamales — 

PJ Harvey, Ut Phalr, 
Aland Mortssetta These 
woman curse tregoentty 
and sometimes even wear 
slacks. Beware! They are 
wicked soccubf 

Weird MTV videos — 

Say wtwt you want about 
Warrant and Wtoger — at 
toast that videos had hard- 
rocking boy* ogling ssml- 
nakad gkts. which Is natural 
and normal These new-tan- 
gled coltogt band videos have 
al manner at perversity That 
Ntorana video — *» boy's in 
• drees! Whet the hay? 

FOR 
SOM I REASON NO ONI l'\DER-S! ANDS, I Hf Mt.'SK BUSINESS Ml BUT 

shuts down after Thanksgiving. Hardly any albums get released, and the 
ones that do tend to be of the Boxcar WilUes Yodeltng Jubilee variety. So 
sseve turned our ga/e to the rosy, hazy past. Popular music wouldn’t be 
where it is today without the influence of college radio, especially in the 

80s. XX hilc Bon Jovi and XX'hitcsrukc svcrc topping the charts, campus stations 
were quietly talking bout a revolution, nursing the bands and stvle that would 
conquer the planet in the post-Nirvana era. 

Below are seven of the most important college rock albums of all time, in no 

particular order. I hese are recordings that probably would not have survived out- 

side the fertile confines of left-of-thc-dial radio, and whose relevance and influ- 
ence can still be felt to this day. I his list isn't by any means comprehensive, and 
m anticipation of the impending barrage of righteous criticism, wed just like to 

sav: (ict off our backs, already! You wanna fight? All right, tough guv. Behind 
metal shop, after school. Be there. 

svanna 

Ft.E.M. 
Murmur*1003 

ITic archetype of the 
little college band that 
could, R. I M fu^c men 

from quirky art rock 
combo to one of the 
moat popular and unpor- 
unt hind) in rxxk nutorv I f\cir full'length debut 
album contained the elemental seeds of what would 
later bloom into R I M s signature sound folks', 
melodicum tempered by a solidly post punk ethic If 
you van hear the Velvet Underground m I’rter Buck's 
guitar, you can also heat the Beach Boys m Mike 
Mills harmonics One thing sou can t hear arc the 
Ivrio singer Michael Stipe's enigmatic, abstract 
vocals prompted more than a less DJs to rename the 
I I* Mumble R I M practically invented "college 
rtxk as see know it with this record, and their sue 

sess depending on your point of view either 
liberated the format or killed its spirit Probably both 

Public Enemy 
tt Tmkmm a Nation of Milliona 

to Hold Urn Back/IBSS 

Although the development of hip-hop has ultimate- 
ly serv little to do with college radio, the rsvo move 
menu hast occasionally met with profound svnctgy 

When l ong Island college radio DJ t arlton 
Ridenhour iChuvk D) formed Public Incnn m the 
late '80s, rap was srtll very much underground 
^ tth Aarrurt of Shilton Chuck l) s controversial 
land incisive) political stance scared away all but the 
most courageous radio programmers (Chuck IVs 

| confrontational attitude toward black radio didn t 

help “Radto/Suckas seated of me/Cui I'm 
mad/Cut I'm the enemy "I And so P I- found its 

wav to Middle America primarily through word tit 
mouth and support from college radio hip-hop pro- 
gramming. .Yarns* of Shlltont arguably remains 

i rap's masterpiece, its dense production and Ivttcal 
j intensity a landmark in music history 

Ttie 
Replace- 

ments 
L»t ft B«/10B4 

I he Replacement*, 
when they hit then 
stride, were tht cla»*ic 
American poit-punk 
n*nu ncir comDtnatiOfi of iioppmcu, heart and 
balU-out punk bravado t» be»t doe umtninl on in 
It he, which mmti from delicate confcuionah 

L’n*amftcd") to crude in-|oke» '"Gary * Got a 

Boner with the kind of woorv grate you can only 
hnd in the harden-drinking hand in chow bunnect 
I he Mat* ■' a* they came to be known) ne'er fully 
broke out of their underground statu*, which wmie- 
how make* them all the more legendary Watch for 
frontman Paul Writcrbcrg to grow into a dignified 

| elder *tate*man of rock 

Camper Van 
Beethoven 

Kmy LI mm n»igoo 

'seemingly the bind 
for which the term "col- 
lege radio darling" was 

created, Camper Van 
Beethoven released a 

1QM 

senes ot critically praised. commercially ignored 
albums in the mid-to-late '80s Camper best reflect the 
early spirit of nonfbrmat college radio, gyrating wikiiv 
Inmi couninficd rave-ups to Middle Lestern mmu to 

garage-punk to psychedelia to ska often within a 

single King Kry l tmr /V n the hand's final release a 

darker, calmer record that sounds like a bittersweet 
goodbye to the gilded cage of underground music 
frontman David laisvcry wsxild go on to form the sig- 
nificantly more straightforward band Cracker. 

More reviews. more releases plus sound bytes at 
http / www umjfartne com 

Throwing Muses 
Throwing Mumi/1 886 

4AD 

Kristin HershT fragmented pop senstbilin 
would hast been crushed inwhcrc outside of 
lege radio un tact, only the eccentric Rritiih lal 
4 AD was initially willing to sign the band' \X V 

throwing Muses. Hersh and stepsister Tan. 
Donclly Hells ) made some of the most consistent: 

interesting guitar pop of their time. In a sense, tf 
record is somewhat emblematic of a larger scene 

I asi C oasi female-driven rock iHlakc Babies K. 
Deal that foreshadowed the early '90s boom 
oiong women performers (I n I’hair, I’l Harvev 

Hiisker DU 
Wmr»hou»«: Hongm 
mnd Slor/n»1985 

Probably the most 

ntuiiullv influential 
band to never break out 

ot the college rock 
M-ene, Hinker Du took 
the pnm.il and direct punk pop ot the But/ .ink 

and made it more primal, more direct and mote 

honest Guitarist Bob Mould s jackhammer chor.: 
■ng virtually created the sound practiced In' the Pit 
les Superchunk and even Nirvana Wartkoutr is t 

hand at its hnest. with crisper production revealmy: 
both the austere sonics and graceful melodies the 
(sand ssas capable of 

Sonic Youth 
Daydrmmm Nmtlon/WtBB 

(ttfrn 
Sonic South s ground-breaking experimentation 

with song structure and guitat tonalities arc best 
displayed on this sprawling double album General 
Is regarded as the hippest band in the world, 
they vc long fought the loncts battle tor mam 
stream acceptance. But, you know, theit heat!, 
were never really m it. and it's probably better thai 
wav Now-adavs it seems sou can't trust anything 
labeled "alternative, but rest assured Sonic 
Youth are your friends This mas be your last 
chance to hear a state-of-the-art underground rock 
hand in its natural environment 

*\k ell. OK. not trails tile dsiwn of time. 

Just the K(h and OOs. 

RADIO, RADIO 
1. Sonic Youth, Washing Machine, DGC 
B. Luna, Panthouas, Elefctra 
3. Superchunk, Han't Whan the Straw 

Comeki, Merge 
A. Socket tram the Crypt, Scream, Dracuta, 

Scnaml, Intancope 
B. That Dog. ToUR Crushed Out I, DGC 
B. Six Finger SateUlte, Savon Exposure, Sub Pop 
7. Palace Music, Mm Ltsf Mass. Paisce/Drag City 
B. Kids Soundtrack, Various Artist*, London 
B. Oambuilders, ftubf Had, EastWeet 
SO. Era's Plum, Cherry Alin, Sony 550 
Own btstd lalriv im coHcyr uaIio * r, p; *, Coambuimg 
r.J.p iUlioiti ICTRU. Rk* U Tmi; KRNU. U *< 
Nrhutlu KIK » f of Coloudo. ilouMcc KUOM. U oi 
Minnewu KM’VA. f of Unpin. «VhV I of Midu 
*•*> '*'» Al. Bowttnf Gum Suit tl Oh«o VUTK U ot 
Tcnncucc Knoivlilt »ik! WWVl \X m Vufulu t 

n» U R*»o dun a kxxikvM (r, 

VIBRANCE, 
ORGANIC CARC 


