
Turbo Term 
Papers? 

FOLKS, YOUR VIRTUAL TERM 

papers arc due Friday. And 1 

expect at least two rap video clips 
to go with each section of commentary. If you have anv 

questions, just catch me on the 'OC’ch chat_" 

Student] it many college* have 
come to cjpcct thit kind of luign- 
mem. Innovative computer-orient 
rd count] are popping up in every 

diiciplinc. from philotophy io 

apiculture 

“Since 1 teach media and pop 
culture anajym couraet, the ability 
to u»e vitual, moving imagec it a 

big bonut" lay* Tom Kunhman, 
profevtor of lociology at Wtlleilcy 
(College in Mamchuvem 

Kush man pioneered the vtmul 
term j'ajwf tn 1993 *Ii allows un- 

dent* to break away from using 
magarmes and ntwipipfR ai their 
only Mjtm.es lor mnlu examples 
he un. 

Wendy Wrings a sophomore jt 
Wellesley who took Kush man t 

media anaivsu ilass iavs I hr 
emphasis on computers made 
sociology] seem lest dry We 

could reaih personalise our work 
1 utinda Roy. a Virginia lech 

professor, hat taught interactive 

classes, but the cautions against 
relying too heavily on computers 

’Sly students teemed to really 
enjoy the clats 1 taught online lati 
summer." Roy tavt "But the topic 

the civil tights movement 

included some highlv emotional 
materia! Students seem to need 
;tome, face to-face disc union with 
that kind of subject matter 

David Hibler. an I nglish pro 
lessor at the U, of Nebraska, Lin- 
coln, it blaring a trail with a Web- 
based class 'Students of the 21st 
century will need to know host to 

manipulate test effectively, and 
they will have to manipulate the 
entire environment tn which that 
test is displayed 

Htbler’s students have created 
a class home page (httpf/cwis 
uni edu/mama/mama html) and 
have completed many projects and 
assignments on the Web 

So hold on to your hard drives, 
computrrphnbcs. your class may 
Ise the nest to go online 

far* Tuckwttbr, Virginia Tacff 
/NuafraWon by Darrin Ball, U, of 
California. Barkaiey 

Bits & Bytes 
Toward above (ha rmmt 

Northwest Missouri State U. stu- 
dents will b* getting a bonus In me* 
1996-96 Tower yearbooks • CO No, 
not Alans* Moricsette CD-ROMs, with 
audio and video to accompany the 
stories In th# printed version. Th* 
Towar wM bo th* tint codag* year- 
book with an Maracthr* component. 
Th* book wont coat any more But H 

you want Jlaggad LJttk HU too, 
Mat'd b* another 11 buck* or so. 

Cyturprud** rutw 
A Canwgt* M*do*» U. study on 

Intern*! ua* Meat* that dw enr- 

age network user la not kvteraatad te 
I cybatpom. a see archers repotted that 

tower tewn una-MUtof Bwuaore 

; ortenked nawegroup mora than Iwlca 
tkica th* prated began In February. 

! Taka that, Cindy SMcona CMp. 

I want my tntmmmTV 
Look out, ktJY u. at Texas, 

Austin iTimImiIi cm mm mm muate atertMitie ■w*t tpyw ttMdw^A* 

vtdeoa on the Web via etudent-nw 
KVtl-IntemaTV The station otter* a 
mix of muale ntdaoe, an animated 
Drooram. a ran/hiB-hMi rtnr nmeitim 
and a weakly vtett to Austin Tune In 
at mtp^/www.uteiaasdu/daptt/ 
output/tstv.Mml 

Home page oontMt 
Wake up and email dm cash! 

Vtvartn’e giving sway a 110,300 
achotarohlp and other naat-o print 
to students arid) tippy homo pages In 
Its * Then's No Mac* Uka Mom* 
hag** Contact* Enter your home 
page by Dec. 31,1996, at http Jl 
www.trlvartn.oom/vhratln/. 

All Over 
the Bit Map 
Linking 

ihi information stpkrhighway with 

the old-fashioned concrete highway, a young band 
of virtual travelers piled into a van with some 

high-priced technology and hit the road. 
i ivr dOwimething* arc exploring 

the l nited State* and relaying then 
finding* in America Online in an 

adventure dubbed Lott in America 
One of the traveler*. Tony 

Lyttra. deicribc* the ptoccn at 

rumblin from town to town, dam 
Mime late-night drivin', then wakm 
up to a whole new cut and different 
people around you 

I he crew ha* run into a few 
roadblock* along the way. Two of 
the five Power Book* furled out 

And with the idea being to tun (he 
miailcr town* of America, tome of 
the hotel* they've ttaved in haven’t 
exactly been introduced to '90* 
technology 

“The phone line* don't aJwayt 
work, to they have to trantmii 

from local diners, or rhe back 
offices of bars, cave co-creator Alec 
Okuilar I hat s probably the 
biggest problem.' 

I he intrepid cast — I vstra. 

Shannon (lUthrte. Kielv Sullivan, 
Amaam Lyle and Nick Wise 
have developed a bit of a cult 
following. 

‘We have a tew people that veem 

like they're living through us," says 
C.uthne from a pit stop in Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn “People write to us 

and sac, This is just like the trip 1 
tsxik in the 'Os You don't scant to 
let them down." 

AOL users actually control the 
late of the travelers l ath week, one 

of three destinations is selected by 
the online masses 

That makd H kind of middl- 

ing tor u»,~ (iuthrie uyv "Hut onr 

time I really wanted to go to the 
Morida Kevt. and wc got tent up 
into I ennettec 1 wat a little 
bummed, but everywhere we've 
been hit been cool 

Nowaday!, any time a group of 
ttrangert hat to live together for 
awhile there inevitably are compar 
item to M FV’t The RnU Vi'erU 

'i e're very much a different 
ttory." tayt l.vttra. who took the 
vcmcttei off from the L'. of Oregon 
to participate fhove people ate 

(Mem controlled !>-, die network 
Out employer* uih really itop ui 

from doing what we want to do 
'H e re much mort well, njl thin 
Thf Real 'X'oiid 

SOI member! un type the 
keyword LOS I to viait the travel- 
ert and learn how to be one in 

future trip! The neat trek turn 

in January 
PowerBook? (heck Digital 

camera* C-hevk Snowihon! C heck 
You re armed and read* 

Stmd Ptmvn. Assistant Editor 

nick! 

THE VAN 

Scholarship 
sunk 

The old adage "tf something sounds 
too good to be true, It probably It," was 

never more applicable then in the case 

of Peter Pence. 
Panoe, a sophomore at the Metro- 

politan State College of Denver, 
answered an advertisement for a 

“guaranteed" scholarship Just pay a 

modest fee (130 to 1129), then alt back 
and wait for opportunity to come 

knocking, the ad read. 

Panos followed the ad's Instruc- 

tions and contacted a company called 
Academic Investment Money. When he 
made the call to AIM's 800 number, he 
found that the company asks for an S89 
tee upfront, and If a automatically with- 
drawn from students' bank accounts. 

‘I paid the fee like they asked, but I 
never got a response,' Panos said. 

After more than a month of waiting. 
Panos called the compeny 

Panos says he wes told that he 
needed to talk to a customer service 

representative, who was supposed to 
be available from S pm to 9 pm East- 
ern time When Panos called the new 

number he was given, It turned out to 
be a fas line Undaunted, he called the 
first number egatn 

The receptionist became so Irate 
with Panos, she started Insulting him, 
Panos says 

'She called me a dummy and 
told me I needed to learn to tell time,- 
he said 

This Isn't an Isolated incident for 
this company According to the Better 
Business Bureau of New York, Academ- 
ic Investment Money hat chalked up 44 

complaints, 27 of which cam# between 

August '94 and August ‘96 
Academic Investment Company 

would not comment on the allegations 
Panos stilt hasn't recalved a 

scholarship or refund but he has 
learned a lesson 

“I lust got took,' he says. TH be 

tougher with my money nexl time 
Students don't have to go to outside 

companies tor scholarship Information 
Jeans Goody at the BBB In Colorado 

says theta companies generally provide 
information that students can obtain 

through their financial aid offices 
'If students can do the work on 

their own,' Goody says, 'they won t 
need to take the risk of using these 

companies 

ftoberf Armti. Metropolitan State 
College ot Denver 


