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Privacy in the age of e-mail: Your life may be available on-line

Know who vou are, and |

know where vou live, Not

only can | find out where

vou live, but | can look up
vour home phone number, All |
have to do is log-on to the Uni
versity computer network and
look you up

If vou are a student and have
not n-qm's!ml suppression of
your personal information in
the student directory, you are
listed on-line. Information
about you is available not just
to others at the University. but
the world

That’s right. Surfers on the
World Wide Web can type in
yvour name and find out what's
in your file. This is cool if you
want your friends in Alaska or
your brother in Australia to be
able to find vour e-mail
address. This is not cool if you
want your street address and
unlisted phone number 10
remain semi-private. The bogie-
man can look you up, courtesy
of the University

I discovered this a couple
weeks ago when [ tried to find
the e-mail address of a friend. |
found not only her e-mail
address but also her home
address and her home phone
number. Surprised, 1 looked
myself up. By golly, there | was

I was stunned. The nice folks
at the Registrar Office and Com
puting Center are not stunned;
they know yvou're in there, It's
the students I've talked to, even
the electronically-savvy stu-
dents, who are stunned. We've
all been editing our listed infor
mation, which yvou can do now,
too (see below)

I'he University’s Registrar
Office maintains a database
with information on all stu
dents. The University's Com
puting Center maintains a data
base based on the information
supplied by the Registrar
Office. If vou filled out a form
asking the registrar to suppress
your information, you're proba
bly not listed on-line. If you

didn’t fill out such a form. you and publishing this database? understand that many of these

can bet ure listed Sure it does. The Registrar businesses and omanizations
T.‘::-{'.-::'in.'-::\:tv.':'.--."..f-.? the Computing Center and oth have more information about me

me what | wanted to hear; YES or University departments than I'd like them to have, and

I could get into the database might have good reason for I'm not comfortable with that

and odit my listing. | can delete
everything, or | can change
some things

But even so, the on-line stu
dent database roises more than
a couple of questions

* Does the
University
have any
responsibility
to let students
know that
they're listed
on-line, with
])"f‘-llll.!l
information
available
worldwide?

| say they do. If the informa-
tion was accessible only to Uni
versity students, 1 would be
less uncomfortable with the
idea, but 1 still don’t think the
University should make vour
unlisted home phone number
available to me

* Dows the University have
any liability for our personal
security?

I say they do. If the Universi
ty makes my personal info
available for electronic look “up
and some scuzzball looks up
my stuff and uses it for
51 ll.',‘|'h|1| |llJ! poses | consider

OPINION

the University rr"-'!-*r.'.‘-ﬂ-i-'

* Does the University have
any liability for our personal
silety?

| say they do. If some leche:
ous pervert waits on my back
porch for me to get out of class,
or starts calling me at home, |
consider the University ethical
ly, legally and financially
ll“.illl]’l‘\l"lf' for any O Set
quences. Not only did the Uni
versity list this information on
a globally-available network, it
did it without letting me know
it was there

¢ Does the University have
any purpose for maintaining

How to change your life
iInformation on-line
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If you don’t want all your per
sonal information listed on the
University computer system
where anyone can look you up
you can get into the database and
change your file

Some of the items (your name
and curriculum, for example) you
can’t change. Examples of items
you can change are your phone
number, your fax number and
your address.

Here's what vou do

1. Log onto gladstone (or your
other system if you don’t use
gladstone)

2. When vou see the prompts
below, type what is printed in bold

3. Find out what “alias” or
userid is connected 1o vour name
You must use your real legal
name just as it appears in your
registration information. Let's say
vour name is Johnny B. Goode
You should do this from the svs-
tem prompt: “1%"

4. Type: ph Johnny B. Goode
return all

Don't use a <cr> or <enter>

w e P YL
JUST

i I ndt vou will pet
1 ol stull, some
of it for vou and some of it for
other people with names like

yvours. Find vourself in there and
check it out

What yvou see here is the infor
mation that's available to anyone

the public data

. Make a note of vour alias. If
it starts with ‘tmp

listing. You have to

Yyou cant
change vour
Ret @ uo-net 1) at the ( '11!'.!|-:1!|[u'_
Center

If vour alias begins with "uo.”
you can change some of your list-
ing but only if you remember
your uo-net password. If you
DON'T remember it, yvou have to
go to the ( omputing Center with
your identification and fill out
a form 10 have your uo-net pass
word reset

fi. Here's how vou find out
what else is in vour file and
change it if you want to. From the
svstem prompt, you get into the
database like this: 1%

7. Ty pe: ph

B. You'll see this: “SDate
1993/07/21 22:09:42 $SRevision
6.6 § 200:Database ready. Ph>"

9. Type: login uo-john
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contacting me. But do they
need to make it available to
anyone who wants to look?
Heoll, no. They could restrict
acoess to i1, and they should
¢ Have other universities
addressed this issue?

Yes. [ tried looking up
friends at Stanford, and | can”t
get into their database at all. 1
can't even find the e-mail

addresses of Stanford students,

much less their home phone
numbers

Realistically, we know that
information about us is in the
files and records of countless
businesses and organizations. |

However, students aren’t jus
tified in assigning any “blame”
at this point. I'm quite sure that
neither the Registrar's Office
nor the Computing Center had
any intention of compromising
our privacy or security when
the system was set up. It's sim
ply a matter of technology get
ting ahead of us

Al Stavitsky, who teaches
“Mass Media & Society” at the
journalism schoao!, ngrees

“Clearly there are emerging
problem areas regarding com
puter-based communication,”
r:-' SAvs, ”lt' fex hlllllilg\' IS
developing faster than our abil

Ity to anticipate }I.’"i’i":!i\ Pro

tection ol personal information
15 one of these arcas, along with
issues of copyright and libel.”

Just because the information
is on-line, though, doesnt
mean it ought to stay there. The
current system raises issues
that should be addressed. One
15 my right to privacy. Another
is whether 1 have any right to
expect the University to take
measures 1o maintain its infor
mation about me in such a way
as to provide for security, both
in terms of information and
physical safety

What do vou think?

Kelly Andersson, a junior major
g in journalism, 15 o columnist
for the Emerald
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No big deal...
(it's only your future.,)
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Why do more students
lake Kaplian than any other
prep course?

Mayhe 1's the expert inatructon
who know the tes! inside out or
the indradualired study plans that
focus 0N your Needs  Then agan
it could be the #3 milhon Kaplan
spends sach year on ressarch far
more 1han the competition

0p Y Schoal
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Dental Somaal

We lile to thenk it's all of these
The simple tact is if you
take Kaplan you'll get a

higher score

1-800-KAP-TEST
ﬂtlm score

KAPLAN

T20 E. 13th #3037 « 345-4420
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Regular Store Hours
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And...

Calculator Buyback*

INSTRUMENTS
Models
TI-82 & TI-85
ONLY!

foxr yourrx

IBBOOIKS!
we'll pay you 60%
of the new, student price
for books we need for
winter term 'o6!

MMainn Stoxro
Nov 29-Dcc 9

Exzxmaua T.obby
Dec 4-Dec 8
8:30-5:30

Fri 8:30-4

You can win $20 Cash!
I you're selling books
rings, you'll win

where the alarm clock
$20 Cash!

(Donated by
Nebraska Books)

e Computerized

Scanning!

*Calculators
must have
original manual
& cable

Calculator Buyback is Upstairs with the Book Buyback.
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