
Schneider: The NFL stands to lose many dedicated fans 
nog in this year s Superbowl. 
much loss have enough talent 
to com polo with the Boy* or 

Niners. 
I don't expect a competitive 

Superbowl this your. I haven't 
since Now York played Buffalo 
four years ngo I just want to go 
back to the days when there 
were more than two top-not< h 
teams in professional football 

To understand the gross pari- 
ty in the league right now, one 

only has to look at the stand 
ings at the end of week 12 

Currently, lit out of the 2H NK1. 
teams are at or below 500, The 
AFC Central division is a per- 
fect example of how far the 
level of competition has fallen 
this year Only one team in the 
division has a winning record 
(Pittsburgh, H 4) while 
Cincinnati, Houston and 
Cleveland are "fighting" for a 

wild card spot with 5-7 records 
The way things are going, 

there is a very good han« e that 
one or more teams will make 
the playoffs with eight losses. 

Another testimony to the 
utter ineptitude of pro football 
this season is the play of the 
two expansion teams First-year 
squad* should 1m* pretty bad in 

their inaugural seasons When 
the league added Tampa Bay 
and Seattle in lt)7fi. it took 
more than two years for either 
squads to win more than two 

games This vear. Carolina and 
Jacksonville both have already 
won more games than any other 
Ni l first-year teams 

The Panthers anil Ingn.irs are 

pretty had, don't get me wrong, 
iml the rest of the Ni l. is mak- 
ing them look like established 
franchises The infant (Carolina 

fifi 
I he salary cap has matte out 

like Rohm Hood, rubbing the 
XI I s rit lies and distributing 
the wealth to the masses so 

t/uii kly that Karl Mari would 
be proud 
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team. a! 5-7, has mart wins 
than (tight NK1. teams that have 
each been around for decades 
The Panthers might even beat 
out Atlanta and St Louis for the 
a playoff spot in the NF'C West 
If that isn't a slap in the NFL'* 
f.11 e. I don't know what is 

From top to bottom, the NFL 
is as weak ns it has ever Ixh»ii 
Why has the lev el of oinpeti 
lion fallen so far' It is not 
Irecause of a Inii. of overall tal- 
ent in the NFL. The NCAA 
churns out bigger, stronger, 
faster and more talented play- 
ers every year. I < nn even say 
that the skill level in pro foot 
ball is at an all time high. 

The problem is that all of 
these good players ore distrib- 
uted throughout the league, 
keeping the good teams 
medioi re and the bad teams 
horrible 

The salary (ap has made out 
like Kobin Hood, robbing the 
Ni l s riches and distributing 
the wealth to the mosses so 

(prickly that Karl Marx would 
be proud When the league 
installed the ( ap three years 
ago. the NFL owners figured 
that the smaller market teams, 
like Green Hay and 
Indianapolis, would Is*- able to 

compete for the big money 

players and keep up with their 
large market counterparts 

While distributing the talent 
to the little guys, the owners 

also drove down the pri<.<< of 
attracting the log money free 
agents The tap has kept 
salaries down for the most part 
and distributed the league's tal- 
ent, but by doing so it ha* also 
created a lot of really awful 
football 

The owners forgot one cru- 

cial fact when they implement 
ed the salary cap The way to 

get to the Superbowl is not 

fifi- 
San Francisco's problems 
this season are good 
e samples of boss the cap has 
hurl the lop NFL learns 
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through signing the big time 
free agents but by having supe- 
rior depth. It's true that n good 
team is judged by the overall 
talent on the squad, hut since 
football is suc h n physical sport 
a team needs solid backups to 

step in when the stars get hurt 
In the realm of multi-million 
dollar contracts, teams uin (list 
not afford to pay for quality 
reserves anymore 

San Francisco's problems 
this season ore good examples 
of bow the cap has hurt the top 
NFL teams The 49ers assem- 

bled the best team the cap 
allowed last year and were 

hailed as masters of finding a 

salary tap loophole. San 
Francisco’s creative accounting 

Iasi year earned the leant its 
fifth Superhowl ill ip, but loft 
theti .tn mki bitti ihli ywit 

Injuries have made the once 

mighty -tUers look mortal, losing 
to Detroit, Indianapolis. New 
Orleans and Carolina When 
MVP quarterback Steve Young 
went down with a badly bruised 
shoulder in week three, San 
Francisco's fate rested on the 
green arm of untested third-veer 
ouarterbai k Flvis (,rbai When 
..fifths of the offense line 
wound up on injured reserve, 
the lac k of quality backups con- 

tributed to consecutive losses to 
the Saints and Rams. 

My dream is for the NF1. to 

dump the useless salary cap. as 

soon as possible Football is a 

business and its business is 
making money The owners 

thought that a cap would make 
the league more competitive, 
but the opposite has happened. 
With the lap preventing teams 
from signing even quality first 
stringers and unrestricted free 
agents flying from team to team 
like bees on flowers, the NF1. is 

in a sorry state 

Unless the league abandons 
the salary cap in favor of anoth- 
er plan to help out the smaller 
market teams — perhaps a sim- 
ilar revenue sharing plan like 
the one Major League Baseball 
is considering the NFI. will 
only be< ome less t ompetitlve 
ami may experience a fan 
departure of epic proportions. 
It is time for the owners to go 
back to the drawing board if 
they want to save their sinking 
ship. 
Pete Schneider is a sports 
reporter for the Emerald 

Pac-10 names 

Willingham 
top coach 

WALNUT ( KU k Calif 
(AP) — Si an for ds Tyrone 
Willingham, w ho led the Oir- 
dinal to a 7-.1-1 record in his 
first season, was named Pacif- 
i<> 10 Conferenc e Coach of the 
Year on Tuesday. 

When Willingham, who 
rwpiat ed Super Howl-winning 
coach Bill Walsh, inherited 
the team in 199-1, its record 
was 1-7-1, 

Though the Cardinal was 

picked in the preseason 
to finish last in the Pac-10, 
the team finished fourth with 
a 5-1 record in the league. 
Stanford was ranked as high 
ns No. Hi nationally this 
season. 

ON THE TUBE 
November 29 

■ 4 p.m. ESPN — NCAA 
| Basketball, Great 8 

Basketball, game No. 3, 
Wake Forest vs. 
Oklahoma St., at Auburn 
Hills, Mich. 
■ 5 p.m. TBS —NBA 
Basketball, Philadelphia 
at Atlanta 
■ 6:30 p m. ESPN — 

NCAA Basketball, Great 
8 Basketball, game No. 
4, Virginia vs. Kansas, at 
Auburn Hills, Mich. 

IMI MAID 
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Horoscope by Frances Drake 
K«r Wedneasfay N«v 'JPi \W.i 
ANJK# 
M«th *1 to April 11»> 

Yuu'f* raiiwr irihuyu and hart • 
hard tiOMi (*Umy your «nihuti«*m 
#r'ifV| (ut rriMtilH* Urki Th* f\if* (irf 
» »ur dnldrume m »r< ranting d.**e -,»f 
***rial activity ‘fine go*-* a 
trt iiftjwnw jruuf m<*»l 

TAURUS 
■ April 2© to Ma v ;j 
I oo *e lw*n counting on • certain 

•p-ettal tune but mil ha*« to ptwl 
jwre it Rilrt mpoiMuhitiiMMi *t 
*-"tk arm Wh.t >*>u mn 
<riil »U;t k> add up 

OK MINI 
I May 21 to June 2U) 
If out ahoppmg. you and wwr m«i# 

*f* >r» <ti»w 1 diftftgrcement over * 

certain puuhaar On the WuHt front. 
ctunpmmie* it* the key U« * bu*me-*» 
concern At night ©pp rtumty 

< ANt'KK 
June 21 to July 22) 
You re feeling very tarty for your 

»*lf and oh •»» rmautaterati**! Th>v 
could lead you to • tinge of tmpuUi v* 

•hopping At night. you re likely to 
h*v» unet peeled company 

LEO 
iJuly 23 to Aug T2) 
It • not a good wiea to mu fnatid 

fthipft artlh finances Something be 
mg ptt»pu*ed on the bu emcee end 
need* to be explored further Sud 
den ti>maiK* beckon# for •mgtee m 

the evening 
VIRGO 
l Aug 23 to Sept TD 
You ftre wieely cautloue about 

•pending money A edu«i*or« involv 
mg your buauvMM jwtrver m the c ause 

of «nm concern At night. it • beet to 
be »;-*>nten©oue 

l JURA 
UWpt 23 to Oct 22) 
That plan yvw think i* *o brilliant 

‘*nt capturing th* imagination of 
family member* Some receive an 

unexpected gift ^ favor At night, 
li e beet to land to domestic choree 

r 

SfXYftftM 
t<ht Z\ to N.rv 2U 
!<• *ur* row kiww »wjf tw 

fore honoring that Keftyprw* t»g for 
item rim »«nl Sc-me 

rethink Ut«*i H>»ilr « while 
b#«k KwiMfll *ahf ing i* rwnuft 
Im and tKniiiftj 

SAi.;nTARti s 

fN®» T1 to Ifc* 21) 
Y<m are eomewKel diaa.atsaf.ed mih 

the p»«gtW»* being made oft the ; h 
At the Mtiw Urn# there ta tv>thir<( 
really major guing w> n* At rught 
y*H»r* delighted by the ttnrfpetM 
rw*» you rtitir* 

CAi"KKX>ftN 
t0#< 22 to Jan 19) 
Y«t atari the day feeling tired and 

He»»w lh(i «**r» of! *i 
the day «-e«ra cm and you actumpiiah 
mirfh Mmmst •.< _i* tn 
the ©verung with a loved one 

AQUARIUS 
iJan 20 to Krt I rt> 
Your mam (ecu* of attention i* oft 

matter* at heme ConaequenUy it * 
not a good idea U> entertain gueat* 
At night. t&tpUm arek *»»m* quiet 
romantic momenta for thrmuim 

HMKs 
(Feb 19ta March 20) 
What ocrun or the jwh. though 

unekpaefed. ia ultimate!? Vo your 
benefit You need Ui think t«ue be 
for# whipping out that credit card 
while fthoppmg At night you r* 

chew at* iainmg 
YOU HORN TlWMY look u> are 

the larger picture and don get too 

bogged down in detail* You are con 
earned about your fellow man amt 
could be drawn to a p*>Mn »j career 
Your jduloaophy ia baaed on a atrong 
•erte* of hiatory and nght and wrong 
W hen challenged you will not hack 
off from a fight Some look on you a* 
a rather unconventional type who 
like* to ahake up the itatua quo 

HirthdaW of Sen l*aul Simon. I> 
111 Madeleine l. Kngie author, lie 
ben a l hr Morriai. ac treat 

c tm* *-* brtee Vywaeeto (*• 
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A* CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE NEW 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
mvH 
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JO0y T 
SarattB 

Moj.lt' M 
Cwtfi S 
Gotoy S 
K«0, L 

Hilary R 
a m<- m 

Ann# S 
Jam* B 

N*.i N 
Sd It , M 
E <~yfi S 

PfWttndvopy 
A'tminitlfdltvo AituV 
Public R«Vdl<uns 
Rocorong Socrtriary 
PiWvsaiMttc 
CdfttaspondaiQ 
Secretary Renew D 
COB Chao Lauren T 
AetciifHu Laura B 
MAP Metane B 
Historian Lindsay J 

GOOD LUCK! 
Wo know youl do labuious' 

AOE 
Vour jailors 

A* A4> 

OSS GREEK ANNOUNCEMENTS 
\ 

To 
K«f*iin f 4 Sandra C 
CONGRATULATIONS 
on your lnt*m»hrpa> 

Ao io >a Happy to* you* 
»*• '■ t’ yl \i 

Alpha Phi 

The ODE 

Classifieds... 
more than 

just a place 
for the 

crossword. 

186 PERSONALS 
DALLAS 

Gay and Lesbian Club* 
Dance Ctut». Video Clubs 

Etswiauvnent Clubs 
Descrspftons 

Hours 
Dree! ions 

900*772-7628 
TT phone IS* $! iSinr 
LAMCO 214 ft.i6is4.-B 

Let a Psychic answer 

your questions. 
_ 
1-900-255-0300 

ext 1182 
‘w-min 1ft. 

y lout h UiW pboor 
Srrw U »4 14 

^ Local l.tn e! ^ 
Meet cxLiiinK Miijilrs 

in vmir area 

Browsers Welcome! 

(503)221-0009 
Act css Code Soil 

100 PERSONAL 
UO Singles 

1-BOO-44?-7080 > 110 Toll-free 

m LOST & FOUND 
Found a Amen at Hayward Field 

Cxi Sai n /2&/B6 
Call 345-3185 

Al 344-0759. ROBIN <•, GRAD 
SCHOOL APPROVED >0 ..or 
ifxiiissortaloo txuA^round 
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Doonesbury by GARRY TRUDEAU 

I HANK HOW CANI G£T A 
Mt) SJff JPANPRUNNiNC* 
gf MQN&AY' rVf Nf,tA 
l •»?.-. SttN ONt ft *7 > 

t' r W -A BA&l Y ■, 
£EAKX*ep I 
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