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Two 
types of people exist in this world: 

those who are ignorant and those who 
are welI-informed Before ! left the Bay 
Area. I had encountered mostly those 

who were well-informed. I suppose that goes 
along with my father's theory that Northern Cal- 
ifornia is socially advanced compared with the 
rest of the United States 

It is advanced because geographically, San 
Francisco, one of the most (if not the most) lib- 
eral cities in the world, is at its center. Mv father 
did not mention this to me in his theory, it's just 
something he believed 

When most people who don't live in the Bay 
Area think of San Francisco, they think Wait, 
isn't that the place where everyone is gay You 
get the word "gay" if you're lucky The really 
ignorant ones refer to homosexuals as "homos" 
or “fags." 

But homophobia exists everywhere, even in 

the Bay Area, and especially in Oregon 
The first time I exjierienced homophobia was 

in my senior high school's auto shop class In 
California where I was the only girl Two 

incredibly ignorant juniors, resembling in many 
ways Beavis and Butt head, would start insulting 
each other. 

“Fog! Ha Ha. Ha." 
“Yeah? Wall, you’re gay!" 
"Hoy Mr Davis, he’s gay Ho wants you!" 
The first time this happened I didn't sov any- 

thing, though my blood was beginning to boil. 
Could people this stupid actually exist' The 
next day. these two fools performed the same 

act for the next three days. On the third day. I 
said something. 

"Do you know what homophobia is?". 
The two fools looked at each other, and I 

could immediately tell that they had no due is 

to what the word meant. 

“What? A homo? Yeah, I know what u homo 
is Him!" 

And Beavis pointed to Hutthead and started 
insulting him in their usual derogatory fashion. 

After that day, the two guys intentionally 
insulted me as soon as 1 would arrive in class. 
They knew their words were irritating me. 

I guess they irritated my teacher as well 
because one day he hid their car keys. He also 

stopped calling them by their names and started 
using a new nickname he made up: "Weenie." 

Mv teacher was the last person 1 would have 

expected to defend people's sexual orientation 
because he yvas a big guy who liked racing cars, 
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Homophobia is a disease of the mind and a 

disease of ignorance that is as ugly as 

racism 

-„ 

speaking gruffly and was from Nebraska 

From that day on. 1 learned that I couldn't 
stereotype people as far as their ignorance was 

concerned They would have to prove it to me. 
Little did I know that once I reached Oregon, so 

many would 
There are some girls at the University who. 

through the course of conversation, have proved 
their homophobia to me One of the girls 
referred to a number of lesbians in her Women s 

Studies class She was afraid to !»> nice to one of 
the lesbians in her lass because she was afraid 
that the woman was attracted to her 

In a state of shock. I asked her if there were 

any lesbians where she was from She said she 
wasn’t exposed to that sort of thing in her town 
Another said that the idea of two men she knew 
having sex was "scary 

What ( ouId be scary about two people loving 
each other and having sex' 

Homophobia is a disease of the mind and a 

disease of ignorance that is ns ugly ns racism 
But, your average homophobic individual will 
not see these two diseases ns equally evil, unless 
hi- or she la alto rat ist and was both oflhe atti- 
tudes ns just 

Nonetheless, the average inexperienced, igno- 
rant homophobic will assume the following 
about gay, lesbian and bisexual people; They 
have no taste and will screw anything that 
walks, they have hnsen to sexually stray from 
the norm to inconvenience the straight commu- 

nity and should not have the right to be who 
they really are because it is socially undesirable 

What the homophobic does not realize is that 

being judgmental, fearful and unnecepting of 
another’s lifestyle is unbelievably undesirable. It 
can make n beautiful person ugly It can make 
an intelligent person stupid 

The other thing one should remember about 
homophobic s is that their actions are usually 
performed out of fear and out of their lack of 
security in their own sexuality. After all, the last 
one you would suspec t to let gny would be the 
one with the biggest problem with it, right' 
Wrong. 

Nicole kristnl is ti journalism major at the ('ni 
versitv. 

^iSPizza Pipeline. 
Quick Service and a Fair Price™ 

GET THE 
REAL DEAL 

EUGENE HOTLINE 686-5808 
824 Charnelton Street 

The Best Pizza in Town 

Any 1 6" 
Two Item Pizza 

ONLY $8.75 
Plus Two (2) FRFT 7? 01 Soft Drinks 

686-5808 

KVr.y 
Any I 4" 1 

One Item Rizzo i 
$' r/% 

ONLY 6.50 
Hus One (I) FRFF 2 2 os Sot! Dunks 

686-5808 

Any Side Order: 
txx« Garden Fresh Salad 

Tricky Mix 
Hot Wings 
Chtr/iTS 

ONLY $2.00 
with pt/*a pure hdse 

We accept UO purchase orders. 
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(HAFT Ml ft 
November 29 S 30 
I O:O0aro-5:3Qpm 
EMU tir boom • UO 
Handcrafted Gifts 

Music & fun 

(raft (enter 346-4361 

NOV. 27-DEC. 3 
i EMU BUILDING HOURS 

(d 
Don't ror 

If you received an 

EMU Customer Survey, 
it must be postmarked 
by this Friday, 12/1/95 
in order to receive your 
$ 10.00 UO Bookstore 

Gift Certificate. 
Send via US or 

Campus Mail, EMU 
Administration drop-off. 
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LOST 6. FOUND SAU 
to day! 

Umbrellas, mugs, jackets 
and mpre 

8am until it's gone. 

1 1 /27 M 

1 1 /28 u 

1 1 /29 W 

1 1/30 H 

12/1 F 

12/2 SA 

12/3 SU 

7:OOam 1 1 :30pm 
7:OOam 1 1 :30pm 
7:OOam 1 :OOam 
7:OOam 1 :OOam 
7:OOam 1 :OOam 
1 0:00am 1 :OOam 
10:00am 1 :OOam 

tAt STOP BY THE EMU MAIN DESK ')k 
FINALS WEEK OPENING AT 7:30 AM! 

Dead Week Special i m. 
i iiit(kl 

30 minutes of Billiards play FREE 
with coupon, expires 12-1 -95 

Total » min played 1 mployec initials 

HyPUR PATRONAGE SUSTAINS US~USE OUR SERVICES. TELL US HOW TO PROVIDE SERVICES THAT MEET YOUR NEEDS. YOUR FEEDBACK IS VALUABLE. 


