Wmdows 95: Truth mlssmg from hype

COMMENTARY

imdows 95
Microsofl's new
operating system
for Intel-based PCs
was unveiled Aug. 24 amidst a
mixed din of fanfares and jeers
Ever since Microsoft
innounced its development of
the newes! incarnation of Win
Chica
go"), the media, « ompetition and
public had been abuzz with
S ulation, prajse and criticism
[\"-illh' Microsoft’'s LN Pressive

dows (then code-named

PR campaign surrounding Win
dows 95, there is
dering array of information

being spewed at potential buy

still a bewil

SOIme f,I]'.A'
and some halfway in between
With all the positive and neg
ative propaganda circulating,
many software consumers don’t
have a completely acourate
understanding of Windows 95
its benefits or its drawbacks
Even on the Internet, a former
bastion of technical savvy, peo

ers: some accurale,

ple frequently exchange com-
plete falsehoods about Win
dows 95 as if they were
common knowledge. Here are
some of the myths about Win
dows 95, accompanied by a
dose of reality

Windows 95 runs on top of
DOS, just like Windows 3.1.

False. Windows 95 is n com
pletely stand-alone operating
system and has direct control of
the computer's hardware. Win
dows 3.1 relied on DOS as an
interface between itsell and the
system hardware
an adamant
Usenet reader about Windows

One message by

95's multitasking capabilities
rod laimed that all one had to do
was look on the box to see that
Windows 95 is a “preempted”
aperating system, ¢ learly mean
ing that it runs on hnp of DOS
I'he term | believe Mr. Wizard
was groping for is i!lf'!’llll"l\.l'
multitasking. It means that Win
dows 95 can run multiple pro-
simultaneously while
authority
and resources allo-

Qrams
maintaining absolute
over the time
cated to each process. The result

is significantly smoother r opera-
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tion when multiple
am running. Th
maost important new feature
Windows 95 has to offer

Its ll“'li!'i wssor, Windows 1.1

applicat

IS 18 pOss |l|,. the

relied on the individual programs
to relinquish control to other
processes. Remember what it was
under Windows 3.1 trving to
print a paper in the background
while transferring a file via
modem?’

I'he two pProcesses
would fight for the computer's
resources ot the X pense of what
ever else you wanted to do. Win
dows 95's 32-bit preemptive mul
titasking makes this feat
noticeably smoother even when
many such tasks are vving for the
[ 4|
Microsofl is plotting an evil
scheme to steal private data
from users and eventually com-
mand the world's computers.
Ihe scary T}‘.HH-’, 15

s attention

Lhat im':'p:"
ve this one. Windows 95
and the Microsoft Network pro
vide
information (processor type
video card, CD-ROM., etc.)
along with on-line registration

|'u'|:|-

an option to send system

of the software
Conspiracy theorists shriek
that it's &l wsihle to send confi

dential information stored on the
hard drive during that process
It's also possit le that Windows
95 contains a secret Trojan horss

which, on Jan. 1, 1996, will for
mat the world’s hard driv
1wodems to ca
ling that Bill

“White House

Nerds

©8 and

cause their n 1 the

President, deman

(Gates be named
Advisor on
Some people have too muc!

time on their hands

Windows 95 crashes every
10 minutes.

Actually, Windows 95 is uite
more 50 than Windows
1.1 but less than Windows N1
Windows 95 is especially good
at handling misbehaving 32-bit
applications. Instead of crashing
the whole system, programs that
w0 haywire are smoothly killed,

stable

playe d lo I!.o ST

MacOS is better. Nvah
ould be H \]
000 and there would still b

Windows 95 ¢

those who worshiped the \1.“
intosh. HAL it isn't, but Win
dows 95 makes better and more
st of systom

os than MacQOS on a
ly-configured Macin

tosh. System 7

'-l\}l!;l\f.- atind v
MsOure
similar
just doesn’t have
the same technology

Some prelor the Macintosh
interface or various other fea
tures; for them MacQS is the
But Windows 95 is
e better multitasker and man

best choice
t
ager of system rosources.”

Windows 95 requires a Pen-
tium computer and at least 16
MB of RAM.

Of course Windows 95
demands more

puter than

from the com
Windows 3.1, Just as
you wouldn't expect to be able
to run Windows 3.1 on o 2886
with 2 MB of RAM, Windows
15 needs

cal minimum

maore than the practi
inder Windows
i.1. Computers that performed
only tolerably with Win
1.1 will need hardware

dows

Upgr wdes before moving to
Windows

tionality

95. Increased fund
.’"ti'lll.'v\. Increased
compuning power

Even !mnm: said that, Win
dows 95 runs quite nicely with
n conliguras
Although Windows 95
requires only a 386 processor
with 4 MB RAM, a fast 486
with HMB should be considered
At that

ration, Windows 95

r medium svster
tion

the practical minimum
configu
runs comfortably as long as

only a few low-demand ag |p|
cations are run concurre !,!5‘-
Users running compute- or

memory-intensive applications

such as graphics, database or
scientific software will
more power and RAM
Windows 95 is the best thing
to happen to PCs since the
BOBG processor.
Hmm. Mavbe

nasedd

loshua Olson is the
'
i

or for the Emerald

QuickCam ™

APl B Sk i Tl A R = b e

Ad Correction:
The Nov. 21 ad lor M 1%
hould have read
“Curiously Strong”
Altoid Mints

99¢ ea.
Ter aid ApOIOgiTes
lor the error

The £

g YW ETTAGL
= Otmms Bumesod AN, PM
® s ucu.l‘:..tm-m'

S | TH Gt 8 Vel w0

(_ e ‘\ LT stnion = % Syt Loem ow W
"..u !'E_‘.ltu AND === Nt s v
il Sth STREET

PUBLIC MARKEY

5._.?:.'5" 683-8464
= 'VI0E0 AWHI_TM

.nn ur nnrln Pun

2300 West 1h Aiesae. Eugene » 3428811

STUDENT AIRFARE DISCOUNTS!
ssoﬂ $ 100!!

z:...“a; Roundtnip Intermational tickets
i loiion raamm Sih

EUGENE TOUR & TRAVEL

2001 Franklin Blvd. « 4854131

e e

2 FOR 1 ROUNDS OF BASEBALL
P

\\.
STRIRE /0K

Batting Cages & Golf Driving Range
Covere «I and Lighted

(Limit 5)

includes everything you need to

take movies and take pictures with your
Macintosh. Plug in one cable, install the
software and you're ready to roll. Add sull

photos to documents, newsletters, databases

Record QuickTime® training movies, video

conference, create animated cartoons = all for

$107

Works with all QuickTime compatible

software and on all QuickTime compauble

Magcs, including PowerBooks™

It's easy and

it's fun. Get your QuickCam today at the
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