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Gang Green lives up to its name 
■ OEFENSE: The unit bent 
but never broke even 

though injuries were 

plentiful during the season 

By Chris Stewart 
Sportt RtparMr 

With the departure of defen- 
sive coordinator Nick Aliotti. 
the man who coined the phrase 
tiang Green, many people won- 

dered what this year's defense 
would be like. New defensive 
coordinator Charlie Waters and 
his defensive players have been 
just as impressive as their pre- 
decessors. 

Early last season the Ducks 
had Struggled defensively, los- 
ing to Hawaii and Utah It 
wasn't until Oregon defeated 
Iowa and Southern Cal with 
great defensive performances in 
the fourth and fifth weeks of 
the season that Gang Green 
really came to life. After those 
games Gang Green spread like 
the disease it was named after 

I Ins Year's defensive unit 
didn't tiikv much tlm to devel- 
op. In fact, it was in the homn 
opener against Illinois when 
the defense made ns first tug 
play Sophomore strong safety 
Jaiya Flguerns stepped up and 
not only forced but recovered a 

fumble for the game-winning 
tom hdown Even though it was 

Figueras’ actions on the field 
that made the plus, redit imisl 
he given to Waters for making 
the right call at the right time 

One of the many greet team 
efforts came on the road in the 
Ducks Pacific-10 Conference 
opener against UCl.A With 
Oregon hanging onto a 3H u 
lead with only seconds left to 

plav in the game, the defense 
had to rise to the challenge 
again And they did so with a 

devastating hit on Bruins' star 

running hack Karim Abdul- 
lahhar that denied him of the 
end zone and UCLA of any 
chance to win the game as time 
ran out 

Aft«»r « frustrating loss to 
Stanford tn whit h turnovers 
anti special teams errors kept 
the Out ks tie fen mi with its back 
to the goal Jino for most of the 
game the defense went through 
an in|ury plagued mid-season 
stretch in which some new 

fat es were foo t’d into the spot- 
light 

Players such os Ronnie 
Gipson and IXirnck Homes may 
not have done the scoring, hut 
their solid play and their ability 
It) bring their game up another 
level helped keep Gang Green 
alive and also added depth to 
the defense 

During the stretch the defense 
played somewhat similar to last 
year Kenny Wheaton had a daz- 
zling interception return for a 

tout hdown against Pacific in a 

game which the visiting Tigers 
didn't even score until tiie final 
minutes against an Oregon 

Turn to DEFENSE, Page 13B 
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Oregon outside linebacker Derrick Barnes Ii3» been one of the key ele- 
ments this year In the success of the Ducks' Gang Green defense 

Medical redshirt being 
pursued for Belden 
By Andrea DeYoung 
Sports H&pcnw 

It has been a frustrating season 

for Mutt Belden. Actually, it 
hasn't been much ofn season for 
the sophomore kicker — he 
hasn't played since pulling a 

muscle in his kicking leg the 
Ducks' first game this season. 

Belden was expected to be out 
a couple of weeks. According to 
head coach Mike Bollotti, (•very- 
one can stop waiting — Belden 
isn't returning. 

“He tried to kick again last 
week and was not able to." Bel- 
lotti said "The muscle has taken 
a lot longer to heal, unfortunate- 
ly. We obviously thought at some 

point he'd bo back. We thought 

by midsuason and it just never 

responded I think it's going to 
take a longer period of time to 

completely heal." 
Because Beiden has only par- 

ticipated in five plays this sea- 

son. Oregon is pursuing a 

medical redshirt for him. This 
would give Bolden three more 

years of eligibility, technically 
making next year his sophomore 
season. There is a good chance 
that he will be granted the red- 
shirt because be did not redshirt 
his freshman season and Ixtcause 
he has played so little this year 

Now that there is no question 
about Beiden coming back, ho 
will have the off-season to let the 
muscle heal. 

Options: Cotton bowl 
could be in Ducks’ future 
■ Continued from Page 10B 
it is highly unlikely that (the (Cot- 
ton Bowl) will invite the VVAC 
champion because they don't 
want a team to have two losses. 
Oregon ami Washington would 
be higher ranked, any way." 

If Oregon finishes second in the 
league and doesn't get selected to 

go to the Cotton Bowl, then auto- 

matically the Ducks would be 
(tal king their bags for the Holiday 
Bowl to play the third (dace Big H 
team. To make matters even more 

complicated, the VVAC champion 
is assured a spot in either the Cot- 
ton or Holiday Bowl 

“We would love to have Wash- 
ington or Oregon represent the 
Poc-10," said John Romero. Direc- 
tor of Ticket Information at the 
Holiday Bowl. “Under our agree- 
ment with the Cotton Howl, we 

have to wait until they pick their 
teams before we can pick ours. 

Naturally we would like to have 
the team with the most drawing 
power. 

But according to a source close 
to the Holiday Bowl, the VVAC 
Champion — probably BYU if 
they win on Saturday — will 
most likely end up at the Holiday 
Bowl, paving the way for a Pac- 

10 team to go to Dallas. 

If Oregon ends up third in the 
Pac-10, the Ducks would travel 
to El Paso to play the fifth place 
Big Ten finisher in the Sun Bowl 
(either Penn State or Wisconsin). 
This is the only Bowl scenario 
that is not affected by the Cotton 
Bowl's decision. 

it is also possible that the 
Ducks could sink to fourth in the 
Pac-10 with a loss to the Beavers 
and wins by Washington and 
Stanford If this occurs. Oregon 
would find themselves in Hawaii 
on Christmas looming in the Alo- 
ha Bowl. If the season ended right 
now. the Big 8 representative 
(number 5 or 6 in conference 
standings) would fight it out with 
Stanford. 

The worst case scenerio would 
lie if Ducks loose to Oregon State 
with Washington. Stanford and 
Arizona State winning If this 

happens. Oregon would drop to 
fifth place in the Pac-10 by virtue 
of the tie breaking advantages the 
Cardinal and Sun Devils hold 
over the Ducks. If this occurs. 

Oregon would probably-end up 
in the Freedom or Independence 
Bowls agaist other at-large teams 

DESIGNATED DRIVERS 
ARE THE LIFE OF THE 

PARTY. 

Every 30 minutes a person in the U S. dies as a result of an alcohol- 

related crash. Project Eugene is dedicated to fighting drunken driv- 

ing and illegal use of alcohol by minors. We need your help. When 

you go out to celebrate, designate a non-drinking driver. Several 

bars and restaurants offer special incentives for designated drivers. 

These establishments are making a difference by supporting designated drivers I 
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