Listen up: All votes, including student votes, count, so register!

oday, Nov. 14, is the
last day to register to
vole in the primary
election for Oregon’s
new Senator
I want to assure everyone
that contrary to Larry Haftl's
column vesterday (ODE, Nov
13), registering to vote does
make a difference and students
do have a voice. Plus, when
students register and vote, it is
a powerful voice
Yes, as Haltl states, voter reg
istration is a “no-brainier.” It is
the voice that students have in
the legislative process When
we register students, we are
empowering them
Some l!t'nilh'
die for the right

to vote in other “ 5

countries, and

we often forget ||Ir1|’\l'I .(” 15 dedicared to

we have the
rigtht

educating students because

will be given the opportunity to
ask questions of the candidates
directly. Not many other volers
in the state have that chance

We are dedicated to educat-
ing students because students
who know the issues are more
likely to vote

Haftl is partially right when
he savs that the only way to
bring “change requines an on
going dialogue with our elected
represeniatives.” Registering to
vote is the first part of this dia
ogue

ASUO has
maintained
close relation
ships with our
representalives

through Oregon

Unfortunate- Students who know the issues  Siudent Lobby

ly, Haftl's opin- are more likely 1o vote

1on ilJl'l 2 1S an

example of a

person ‘-pv.lk-

ing in igno-

rance. First, he states that “[{the]
ASUQ voter registration drive
targets University students, the
overwhelming majority of
whom are not ethnic or racial
minorities. Nor are they histori
cally disenfranchised.’

Yes, we target students. All
students need to vote. And stu
dents are disenfranchised

I do not know what circles
Haftl travels in, but most of the
students I know are upset at the
government. Tell me that a stu
dent working full-time while
going to school is not disenfran
chised when financial aid checks
no longer cover tuition bills

Haftl also claims that the
ASUO does not provide voter
education. Again, he shows his
lack of L\lmw!l'th;v I'he first
step 1s to get ;n':lilh' registered
1o vote. The second part 1s
called Get Out the Vote

Last Friday, ASUO sponsored
a town hall meeting with Ron
Wyden. Wyden was forced to
cancel at the last minute and we
are rescheduling. We have a
forum planned for Nov. 21 at
1:30 p.m. in the EMU Maple
Room with Norma Paulus. We
are working on similar events for
the other candidates. Students

and United
States Student
,, Association
Because of this
Vregon senators
and representatives consistent

Iy “go to bat” for students

Most recently, Sen. Hatfield's

influence helped reduce the
amount of financial aid cut
from the Senate’s version of the
ippropriation hill

Hatligld's action proves that
Haftl is wrong. Haft] said, “the
net result is going to be very
much the same

When Sen. Hatfield !lt".iiu
save $8 million in Anancial aid
it is difficult to argue that stu
dent voling does not make a
difference. We have a large
stnke in what goes on in Wash
ington, D.C., and we have a
voice in the results

Students have voted. Haftl
does not even have his facts
right when he says that 14 per
cent of students voted. Yes, 14
percent voted in ASUQO elec

tions. However, in the precincts

surrounding campus, 51.7 per
cent ol [l'n'll.‘-h'h‘t! vilers voted
I'hat means that about 51.7 per
cent of 7,450 registered student
voters. By saying that students
do not turn out, Haftl has
insulted 3852 people

Finally, the opinion piece
instructs ASUQ to locus on
”ri'it'}J!l-J]Il' circles.” Haltl says

fees?
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*Do you want BETTER programming?

*Are you tired of your program’s
budget constantly getting CUT?

*Are you SICK of paying incidental

Come to the
Student Forum
Tues., Nov. 14
R pm
EMU Oak Room

Let the ASUO Student Senate
know exactly what you think of
how your student incidental
fees are spent.

“1 know that student govern
ment cannot directly engage in
partisan politics, but that
doesn't mean they can't tell
others how 1o do it.” Now, he
wanls ASUQ to bend, or possi

rovernment

not ASUQ's place. We do not
operate that way

Students have an interest in
land are affected by) what hap
pens at both the state and feder
al level. Financial aid impacts
the majority of the students at
Orogon. We all face the cost of

increasing tuition. All these are
things that are decided by our

Unfortunately, Haftl has been
blinded to reality that voter reg
istration is part of a larger cam
bly break, the law. Sorry, it is paign. The only way to
convinee the government that
students should be listened to
15 1o prove that students care

farce was his opinion piece
I'he facts were wrong and the
information misleading

have shown that in the pust
We will do it again. Students
do make o difference. We will
collect vour voter registration
cards until 4 p.m. Registor 1o
vote today!

about what is happening
Haftl states that “voter regis
tration drives, as practiced on
this campus, are worse than a
farce, they are deceptions.” The dent

scetnce maojyor

Students do have a voice. We

Tennifer Williammson, a political

1s ASUQ presi
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