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Affirmative action receives close
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New Asnan American women 'S group formed

I STUDENTS U

By Ashley Bach

Universit

lNaguchi and en hotl
had the same ovide
i '.'Ii‘;‘lll'. J Line
women to discus r exper
enoes

I'he only problem was tha
neither of them knew the other
existed until they began talking
one day. They pooled their ideas
together, which eventually
resulted in a new student group

the United Women of Asian
Heritage (UWAH)

I'he group, which has met
thres times this year and held an
open house Tuesday night to
generate interest, h-u!n»x to find

its own niche among the many

Asian studen! org uzations on
P !'.- »-1.-! tt in
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llogue
Asian-American
tional women students. Thaey
will also work with the ASUO
Women's Center and the Bla
"l\u!lil‘l of Ad Il.l‘\l ment with
the Black Student Union
“We fmpr' we can just
lot of the

) create o

break a
barriers we have
between each other,” Nguyen
said

Nguyen, who is Vietnamese
American, and Taguchi, who
came to the University from
Japan, hope with their diverse

backgrounds they can cater to
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next few months, the womaen
don’t see it as a big issue. “Just
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I'he Rroup can be contacted ot
lul'l';l-.h-'";l\'ilqI‘.!.l:lJf‘ﬂ. uoregon. edu

or by calling GB6-4916H

Commission aims to protect Eugene citizens

B GOVERNMENT: Founded

n 1960, the group advises

[
'-'V' :.]_.:_\",r,-n ent on CIv
rgnts iIssues

By Abe Estimada

In just the
Human Rights commission has

last few years, the

made a difference in Eugene

'hanks to the 15-member
commission, Eugene's anti-dis
crimination ordinance was
revised to protect gays and les
bians from housing, employment
and public accommodation prej
udice

The group also proposed the
creation of the Centennial car
camp as a tempaorary solution for
the homeless problem in Eugene

In response to the shooting at
Femple Beth Israel in 1994, the
commission helped organize a
candlelight vigil as a statement
against anti-Semitism in Eugene

Greg Rikhoff, a human rights
analyst for the group, said the
commission’s work is not mere-
ly limited to changing city ordi
nances or processing complaints
The commission also plays the
role of conscience for the city, he
\.!I(i

“Most of their work is to deliv
er bad news to the city govern-
ment,” Rikhoff said. “The com-
mission asks City Council, "Hey

wait a minute, have vou thought
of the implications of a particu
Are you creating a pol
icy that allows people to partici
pate in city government?"”

I'he City

Eugene citizens, representing dif

lar action?

Council selects

ferent social and racial groups, to
serve with the commission. A
City Council member also sits on
the commission. Currently, that
member is Laurie Swenson Grib-
'\kll\

I'he commission was founded
in 1960 and was ariginally called
the Committee on Race Relations
By 1675, the committee had sep-
arated into five groups that
addressed not only the concerns
of racial minorities, but also
women, the elderly and people
with disabilities

In 1990, a mayor’s task force
recommended that the five com-
mittees combine again into one
group that is now the Human
Rights Commission

The commission has a broad
range of responsibilities that are
mainly behind the
Rikhoff said. The group advises
city govemment on human rlghh
ISSLEeS, hl"l)_‘i l-'lll“ ale varnous sec-
tors of the community such as
schools and businesses through
workshops and talks, and also
provides support and referral ser
vices

Rikhoff said he believes that
the commission’s work load will

sCenes,

in the face of lim
ited resources and lack of time

only increase

I'he committee is currently
developing solutions to deal with
problems, such as incidents of
violence against immigrants,
which could potentially grow in
scope and frequency in the near
future. In particular, incidents of
harassment against interracial
couples have increased in the last
five months, Rikhoff said

It was watching the state of
race relations
Eugene that [lrn!'ll;l!l'li I'yrone

deteriorate in

Jones to join the commission sev
en months ago

“1I've noticed more open hos
tility towards people of color,’
sald Jones, who is African-Amer
ican. “Now, there are more phys
ical attacks, more open name
calling and just more open nega
tive behavior as a whole "

As the community becomes
more diverse, Jones said he
believes the commission's work
gains even more importance

“"When we invite high-tech
companies such as Hyundai into
our community, we're bringing a
different culture in, t0o,”
“We need to focus on educating
the community and making adap
tations. Some people say we need

he said

to help them learn our language
and our customs. But we should
also learn to respect their culture
as well.”
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