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Demand requires Oregon to receive 541 as additional area code

B TELEPHONE: New code
may not be compatible
with some modems and
fax machines

By Marcelene Edwards
Communaty Echior

Starting Sunday Oregon resi-
dents outside the northwaest
corner of the state will change
to the new 541 area code.

Callers will still be able to
use the 503 area code until June

30, which gives people time to
tell family and friends about
the change and to get new busi-
ness cards and letterhead
Portland and Salem areas will
keep the 503 area code.

An explosion in the demand
for telephone numbers prompt-
ed the addition of a new area
code, said Jim Haynes, a
spokesman for US Waest
Communications. Phone com-
panies around the state began
running out of space and were

looking for a solution

“IThe demand] is because
pagers, cellular phones and addi-
tional telephone lines in homes
take up numbers.” he said

A few years ago the phone
companies anticipated the
problem and switched from a
seven digit dialing system,
which allows a caller to place
only a 1 in front of the number
to make a long-distance call, to
10 digit dialing, which requires
a1l and an area code. This

allows phone companies to use
area codes as prefixes,

Some people will have trou-
ble using the new number. A
number of telephones, modems
or fax machines were pro-
grammed to recognize only 0 or
1 for the middle digit of an area
code

“The most important thing
for a business to keep in mind
is that the people who call from
out of state could have a system
that ‘may not recognize the

number as an area code,” he
said. These people may not
know what is wrong with the
number

All the University phone sys
tems are programmed to accept
the new numbers, said David Bar-
ta, manager for University
telecommunications office,

After June, those people dial-
ing the 503 area code for 541
numbers will get a recording
directing them to the new
number




