
It’s Mad, but it just 
might work 
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Aragones is standing .11 the fi.uk of .1 Hollywood 
sound stage Before him. cast and tress prepare for 
the final take of "Apollo the 1 3th. Mad /Vs 
Jason meets Jim 1 ovcll send tip of the horror genre. 

Aragoncs, svho pist dropped in on the set out of 

curiosity, chuckles. I his should have happened a long 
time ago. he says. ( hie of the founding fathers of Mad 
Magazine, Aragones has seen efforts to bring Mad to 

the I \ screen float and flounder for 20 sears. 1 Ins is 

svonderful. 

Aragones pauses to consider the giant orbital module 
prop. You know the Russians had se\ up there, he sa\s 

out of nosvhere. "I mean that’s the first thing you’d 
do. right? /ero gravity sex? Masturbation, at least. 

Gump Fiction — “I am going to got modiavnl on 

your buttock m. 

If'* a road. mad. mad \f*td work! 
11m fall. tckrvtwon \ upstart network 
tram* with fuvrntiu % wurtti, vatm 

al monthly to buruh Mad I\ 
an amhntou* foray into rhc otcuptrti 
lamb «>f Sanifiiav night vkrtih utinr 

«v I 1*e »H«m Ha* a bi going tof 11 

the ptc*t»gc of iIk *f.td moniker 
an r»pcftcfuctj poxiiKuon team, a 

lakninl vavi aiul a world vim dim. 
t» »f (John lUaiu hai\l. .VC /V A nit in 

//v Halt'' It alwi ha* w>nic vfdl vnm 

petition a pr*kv little «?() vearokl 
toimrilv munution ijiicil Saturday 
Vr^A/ / nr 

All right for fighting? 
I* tevutive producer Adam Small 

traii/cv the particular Mad f\ 
ii in It s i.,»?v 1 ci.i ;,)•!; !« make .» 

sketch vIidv. work in a half hour 
weekday format (Small wrote for In 
/ irmjf C ale* and ui produced the 
freguent Is lame Houst «*/ Hu^jn) 
hut competing with YY/_ otn ton 

miermg that S current slump, 
is a tall or tie 

I don't think von can last at 1 1 

j» m on Saturday night without 
having that freedom to really he 
edgy Small saw "NX ere going up 
against V\7. and the show s vailed 
Mad We Iscttct he able to pack a 

wallop, or we won t last 
lo that end \fad /V ho|*es to 

incorporate tome unorthodox elc 
merit* into the show including am 

mated Spy v% Spy and Ikon Mar 
tin cartoon scguctue*, a* well as 

frenetic. Ml\ like computer am 

matron 1 he show will shoot jlxnit 
a third of its material on location, 
with the either two thirds ta|>cd live 
before an audience a few days prior 
to the Saturday airing 

i hie of the things west* trad to 

do is use lots of different looks and 
tenures, sass executive producer 
Dusk! Sal/man “like tl«r animation, 

ami movie jsarodics iri AS mm Urttrt 
U*c And we plan to do at least two 

significant musR parodies rach show 

Raining heck 
Hut *an the show capitalize on 

the itch satirua! tradition of ihe 
magazine* NX'ill a network tolerate 
such wanton subvenitv* 

‘We re going on the an With a 

tetutbtim that there att- no sacred 
vow v Sal/man sjss ! he magazine 
»a» always about the mocking of 
authority, hypocrisy reposed It s 

statement comedy as well as amove 

ment comedy 
Well, well see Mad I\ draws 

its spun (torn the magazine, but In 
tie else I hete is no avtual creative 
iiaiwm between the maga/tne, pm 
(Juteel in New York, ami the 1 \ 
show written primarily in a young 
stall svuh sitcom and stand up ,um 

cdy ha* kgtoonds 
Still, there is a deliberate rflort 

to move assay team established 
skruh somedv norms and you 

can t complain about that Blame 
t a patch and Patton t bwalt are otic 

ol the principal teams on M.m /V* 
staff <*t IS ot so witters Pop culture 
)tinkic-s and comedy s*iu.lars, they 

fill effortlessly on 

everything from 
I flllf K O V 4 S tO 

//v Simpmm 
^ c re aware of 

what iimtts SN1 
ami other sketch 
stuff ami we trv to 

look at our stuff 
through that. < a 

patv h \Jt\\ ! hcv 
got the formtila and 
they knew what 
worked and they 
were afraid to move 

away front it As it 

got lugger and more 

bloated, they would 
get one |okc 
Ok it s a guv with 

a massive head 
wound And ihcv 
would write backward* from there 

"No offence to SSI. ihcv vc 

had their ups and down* but 
fight now they re in a real bad 
down, saw Ossvalt Ihcv lost 
tlicit feuus brume they got too 

much money and lx*.arm too much 
of an institution 

1 hove involves! with M.ni go 
out of their way to praise SSI for 
its pioneering history I hey re any 

mu* to avoid the inevitable media 
fueled confrontation Hut the entt 

mm is valid they know it. wr 

know it and SSI knows it. 

l his is going to sound snottv, 

but we ic writing fadingi to the 
sketches, u" vast mem tier Nicole 
Sullivan “l don t know where |SSL] 
lost the !a».t that they needed end- 
ings l think they stopped taring. 

What, thorn worry? 
Sullivan, a classically trained 

actress with considerable (heater 
experience, says most of.the vast has 
ensemble training and experience 

“ Were going 
up against 

SNL, and the 
show's called 

Mad. We 
better he able 

to pack a 

wallop, or we 

won't last. " 

Adam Sm m i M\n I V 
IAK \ 11\ I I’KOIH < [ K 

another deliberate 
dciision on the part 
of the producers. 

“One o f the 
things that shows 
have done before is 

just impressions of 

political figures or 

entertainment fig 
u res, Sal/man 
says t’suallv the 
point of those 
sketehes is l ook 
how great I am at 

doing this itnprcs 
Mini Some of the 
people that do 
them are hilarious, 
but its kind of a 

one level form of 
entertainment 

"So we looked 
for actors as opposed to stand ups," 
savs Small. 

Ml of these elements add up to a 

show with fundamental differences 
from traditional sketch corned v tele 
vision Mad I\' has an ambitious 
agenda and a lot on us plate It s 

time to skit nr get off the pot 
I here % a lot of pressure, savs 

cast member Brvan 1 alien "But it s 

vers exciting 
1 ike the rest of the Sfdd I \ 

team. Sullivan savs the ultimate goal 
Is to produce a funnv mavbc even 

ground breaking, comedy program 
And there only one real judge of 
that America s I V nation 

Mv favorite moment ssa-- after 

shooting the pilot Sullivan savs 

Mv (fiends came out and said. 
You know whit? I hts is funny 

1 went Oh mv (*od We 
could have a show here 

GJenn McDonald is U Magazine s music 

edito<. and he always, always polls tor 
the White Spy 

Mad TV’* * party, raltat>lo cunt. Available In 
compact or mid-size sedan. 


