Three could be lucky number for America

n western cultures the number three has boen

considered lucky for many vears. It is the
number of continuity {two parents and a
child), figures highly into Chri
with the three-branch svstem of government

stianity and

comes into U.S. politics as well. So why not three
major political parties?

According to an August New York Times/CBS
News poll, 55 percent of Americans would Sup

While

itside of the

port the forming of a third political party
this does not sav they would vote o

urrent two-parties, it does raise the chances for
to take over the Oval Office

With the federal government
st up as it is, the Expcutive
branch led by a political inde
1i4'l:1h'lll could benefit the coun

an “outsider™

OPINION

Iry 10 many wavs
For starters, a
cian™ president could generate
more support from the Ameri
can public. With the current
Republican/Democrat split,
fewer than 26 percent of Amen
cans say they believe national

‘non-polit

officeholders are doing a good job

I'his recreated, three ]'r!r::.;a'li povernment
could provide clearer political identities to the
American pe -l}!'l I'he aupreme Court would
remain unchanged: Congress could rema
by |H'Ii'-1l lans, and th I fent 1 Y
in interpreter ol politics tor the common person

Ihe public does not question the political
background of Supreme Court justices, ever
though they are 'l.'.: the same level ol the presi
lent. While it is obvious that the president needs
in adequate political bad kgro ..'.-!. Il iS Biso
':;j,-n-:' int 1o have strong social and sco
experience. Politicians are not the only pool of
candidates with these qualities

Secondly, an inde pe ndent pre sident would

once agmin divide ;‘_u\--r1:r1n-:_1 s thres branches
i"'IJ"l'il.ll'-l[""!!r!-'.""

While The New Yi
that 61 percent ol

irk Times/CBS l""" reporied
volers thought an independent
president would have problems dealing with

Congress, an attempt at this svstem would not be

oul of line. Rather than grid-locking itself with
bipartisan bickering, Congress would have to
work as a « l)]:ll'\l\l- branch

the American public

\ third party could present a real choice for

not between the

lesser of two evily

party system growing, the independent could

'
ipture a great deal more of the vote than H. Ross

Perot did in 1992

1 have been « |'||,| inted in the past few years

with the major parties’ inability to stick to their

basic party s. | was as hurt by President Clin

on's unwillis

i y fully st L por 1 gavs Iin the
l\ 'll Rieg m ublican party s insta

bility ‘.\-|'n.- dealing with qfu-.'!l-m A third party

itary as [ was

could force the Democrats and Republicans to

stake out their beliefs more clearly

With more obvious differences it would be eas
1er tor '~~l'."-.'\"'|:~II.  candidate they identified
with. The third party could decrease ipathy and
prosent a real choice for the American publi
not the lesser of two ovils
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More importantly, the Executive office should

! be pd to ¥ iply because he
shie t th & major party. Th
An M 1he government

werd i

mtial election «

make or break the idea of a three-party

1O0 eariy to irrvl‘.u L a winner, bul unless |

ship is forgotten and the

)
\ 3.3
real issues are addressed

the loser is already obvious the voters
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Fhus far, there is no sign that an independent el
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paign. Indeed, with dissatisfaction with the two- gv, 1s @ columnist for the Emerald
i
|
__]
|
|
| o .
| o [Demonstrations
PRODUCTS SHOW '
/ 4 . [ 8 I
r't.: 1 o - r"':.‘ y
} o DIIOW Specinls
|
A once a year »I tﬁ
y Y | e o [Doorprizes!
opportunity to discuss g | L lw Fl74E85
|
|
|
|
|

learn the latest
“techniques,

& find solutions

to problems,

from representatives of

over 60 art & media

supply companies.

20% Off All
Art & Class

Supplies!

Two Days Only November 1st & 2nd

UNIVERSITY

OF OREGON

mbér 1

1995  Oregon Daily Ermg

ra

i

e L, T g

R ot

vy

L Y T

-




