What have you
done for me
lately?

Covering your ears won't make elections go away.
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D.C. summer

camp(aign)

Fold. Stapie. Mail. Fold. Staple. Mail.

Lyrics to the latest techno hit? No,
It's the instructions Libertarian presi-
dential candidate Rick Tompkins gives
to his campaign volunteers — “a num-
ber of littie things that are integral 1o
any campaign.”

Many college students spent this
summer doing just that, and more.

Melanie Asher, a junior from Duke U
who volunteered on the Clinton "96
campaign, says she's always been
involved in politics. Her parents con-
stantly had the McLaughlin Group on
the boob tube. “Living in D.C. makes
you really politically conscious,” the

self-proclaimed ardent Democrat says.

Asher’s “in" to the world of politics
was her 26-year-old sister, who worked
on Clinton's ‘92 campaign. When her
sister was doing “advance” (making
arrangements with media before
appearances), Asher volunteered her
time three days a week, shuffling over
to the campaign office after working
full-time in a law office.

Asher attended the Democratic
National Congress’ presidential gata in
June. She had the nonglamaorous job of
usher but nevertheless says it was
thrilling. Although she has yet to meet o/
presidente, she says it would be an
honor .

Unlike Asher, Georgetown U. senior
Heather Lauer mel the man whose cam
paign she volunteered for: Bob Dole
Unfortunately, it was only the industry

standard meel-and-greet — a guick
handshake and hello

Lauver worked Monday through Sat-
urday, 50 1o 60 hours a week, with
about 20 other students in Dole's D.C
headquarters. Halling from Idaho, Laver
was excited by the opportunities avall-
abile in the capital. “[1t] opened my eyes
to a lot of different things,” she says.
“I's a great expenence.”

Besides being a fun or (remember
staple duty?) at least different experi-
ence, working on a campaign provides
Insight no poli sci class can. It also can
help you decide if the world of politics is
for you and if so, where in the world you
belong

Kevin Geary, president of College
Democrats and a senior at S51. Joseph's
College in Pennsylvania, knows from his
experience working on campaigns that

The greatest

he wants to be in politics, but not as a
politician. At least not for a long time,

he says. | might work on a campaign
o re-glect, or something involved with
campaigns.”

Laver says she got involved because
she's interested in the political process.
“I's never the same,” she says. “There
are general rules — campaigns have
learned from thewr mistakes, and they
know what's ight and what's wrong —
bt the process changes from day to day.”

She noticed the job attracts a cor-
tain personality. quick-paced and
detail-oriented. “1 enjoy the pressure
and the stress. It's constantly changing

“People ask, ‘What do you do?* IU's
s0 hard o say. It's whatover needed to
be done 10 minutes ago.”

John Youngs, . of Connecticut
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