
House if Cards 
Mh 

hau Vani ( had 
known for months he 
was in trouble, but lit 

erallv becoming ,i 'starving stu- 

dent" was a bit more than he bar 
gained tor 

Although the l ol I rsas, 

Arlington, junior worked three jobs, 
nothing seemed to shrink the 
monthly staek of credit sard bills, 
totaling more than SVOOO Cine 
day, he hit bottom his financial 
pinch was so tight he skipped meals 
tor three weeks 

DOLLARS 
Vance could only blame him 

self and the plastic domino 
effect triggered by his credit card 

Lor his temporary Last I started 
opening one charge account alter 
another, he says “When I first 
got the [credit card!, I said. Hm 
is only for emergencies After 
ass htie a ness pair of shoes became 
an emergency.* 

\ ante s situation sounds all too 

familiar to Akaih Sharma. a former 
Afiitma State U grad student Me 
owed $"\S(H) m tuition, plane tick 
cts and other travel expenditures to 
two major credit card companies 
Hut his dilemma was not so much 
plastic mania as the desire to be 
financially independent. 

’!n mv situation, credit cards 
jic a compulsion to nor ask my 
parents tor money, he savs “It 4 4 

['rule issue tor me I've been 4 In 
tic unrealistic 4bout tt. though, 
which iv why tm debt h4* glow 11 

mi high 
lason -\bell, author ot the |>er 

sonai 4ltd linaiKu! 4dvur book 
Sun Xnu doesn't imd these sttuj 

tloltv 41 ill surprising 
"t rcdit raids 4ie exactly like 

tire, saw the lovola 1 Md., 'M 
grad I lies are 4 great resource 

when volt need them bcviusc 
they re 4 convenient alteritativc to 

cash It you don't treat them with 
respect, though, they can also 
harm you 

* 

It you don’t have the money m 

the bank you shouldn't be buying 
444 s Abell 

Jen Robinson, a Michigan State 
l 4cntof. Ii44 4 bank tard and icv 

etal clothing store credit iamb She 
4444 4hc 4vj4 irresponsible at lirvt 
but has learned to avoid the pitfalls 
ol plastic 

"You trails base to manage your 
money," she says, "You have to tell 
yourself not to spend, s[>end. spend 
the second you’re out of debt It 4 

not cosy, but it’s possible 
Rill Smith, a counselor ssitb 

Pick, n curd, tiny curd. 

New York based Credit ( mniwling 
Centers of America. uy\ the credit 
card issue should \x addressed more 

thoroughly on umpus 
"Since colleger require physical 

education credit*, they should 
require one hour in budgeting 
and mono management," hr »ug 

gem It they v-in truvh about sc*, 

they can vcruinlv teach about 
credit cards 

We can |ust see it turn* Max Out 
101 Paper u Piatt n. 

Keiiw Gormty, U of Texas. Arlington 
Ptioto by Jeff Ge raster West Virginia U 

Quest 
ixperli 
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On Cr»dn Cards; 

Getting stuck with the high cost 
of getting into med school 

vV 

F’ntp Coon* 
MCAT Fee 

Secondary Application Feei 
AM CAS Application F eet 

$850 
$155 
$150 
$310 

Total $1 465 

The Price 
Iso’t 
Right 

M 
11 >K ,M siMiHM. SoMt 
consider »! ihe pinnacle 
of prr»dgr in this mm 

ctv hellbent on fame ami fortune. 
\X'hat you tnav not know i% that 
those future physician* v^. til lav out 

thousands of dollars not to get their 
foot in the I R dtxir 

It all start-s with the Amctuaii 
Mnluai l allege Application Service 

application a packet made up of 
the undent * transcripts, biographi 
val information and a personal c*$av 

undent* uw to get noticed 

PULSE 
11* ,«vst fo sritt! \Ml VS applica 

turns ju rmtiual khm>K $50 for flu- 
first school. SI BO tor up to bvv u.iHK)k 
then S.*0 for ever, additional ichoof 

t)n average. 1 wtiuiu ^av (hat 
nit)it students applv to 10 or 1) 
.w. hoots, so (ha! fum jhmn S3(M) 
vav\ Rohcfi Ktuhcpvv. an AM( \S 

appiuatiom assistant 

! > Brown. 4 senior 4i U( I A 
considers the getting in game a uam, 

! think the whole selection process 
o weighted toward those who tan 

afford the imctal prcKeis. he suv\ 

Don t jump on your soapbo* 
ftu> sjuukly. though AM ("AS docs 
offer fee waivers based on tmaruial 
need and special circumstance* 

Bin wan. there A more. Add in 

another $|ss for the Ml AT. a 

postgraduate test that determines a 

student % aptitude tor the science*. 

{<>«» ahead and budget at lean 5 HO 
vou un take it again ) 

I he nujoiuv ot vtttdctm take 
the M( \ I ai Ic4%t twue, caw 

( oihn Moiflv. jvMiiUtr viic jhcm 
dent fur the medical division <»f 
Princeton Review 

And it you’re thinking of signing 
up tor one of thovr M< \ I prep 
iiuiivfN you ijn ta»k on about $NM) 
to the tab, 

111 addition to paving file \\f( \S 
fees. tned school hujduli have to lav 
out between $10 and $*)S tlic avet 

age bang $ R) lot each university * 

individual application Some ttmiriHi 
d.mn medical wHouU vend out apple 
latioro u» unqualified undents just to 

bank the fee* Hut remembet If 
ASK AS waivev vuut fees most 

hliook wall dfop (hem. too 

I don't know of any medical 
u.hool that vvouldn t allow a fee 
waiver for a good reason. cay* Mil 
he Peterson, admissions director at 

the \J of Utah, 
I Vm I put VIM It gokJ V Jtrvl JW4V vet 

Med h Immi! hof>fviil$ often luvr to 

trust'! t** school* for mcenu-vw “IHe 
oniv way to get into u school is u» pi u 

good immu-vs Mutch v»y\ Person- 
to-person interview* urc much mote 

uimmati duu mvt the plume 
Ofkif jucpicii lu 4 ikIvooI, vihj 

tan avail yourself of .ill the hruruu! 
an! you can mutter. But if you un t 

cork up with Uh of iUmv the jpplt 
vutum pftKrvx tludf may shut the door 

Sickening, nn i it.* 

Amy Zukwm, Florida AAM U 
Illustration by Matt irteson. U of Iowa 


