For Mercy’s Sake

FTENTION PROFESSOR ATTENTION ALL PROFESSOS
Mercy ( u”\'g'_\' IS iu'.m_-_' t midnight madness
clearance sale Enroll and retain a tew students
get a raise. But hurry students are going fast
It 1 I VST A i X 4
i \o
i ‘. 1 i
tler Mo at th

Eame

Students Study
Webonomics
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Bits &
Bytes!

Hooking up with
professors

Remember when notebooks had
wire spirals and snagged your
sweaters? Now we know them as
the little computers you can take
anywhere. And for a pilol group of
freshimen this year at Northwest
Missourl U., they're constant com-
panions. Professors and students
both have the notebooks so they can
communicate directly. It's being
used for speech, health and well-
ness, math and English classes in
specially designed classrooms. The
95 freshmen paid an extra $395 1o
be in the program and were only
allowed one elective in a conven-
tional classroom. Northwes!t hopes
1o implement complete campuswide
notebook use by spring 1998 Now,
remaember 10 ralse your mouse If you
have a question. ...

wWhere do we keep the
candies?

The first step is to admit you
have a problem. U. of Minnesota stu-
dents realized just how dependent
they are on the Internet this summer
when a fire destroyed the fiber-optic
cable that links the school to the
international internetl. Christopher
Hyde, a senior, said the shutdown
put his iife in perspective — “Like
when the lights go out and people
realize how modern we've become.
We still need 1o write and read and
interact one-on-one.” Yeah, but you
can’t download games from a piece
of stationery.
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Hold thy
tongue

After almost 10 months of acade
mic turmoil, Brian Evenson, author of
the controversial book Altmann's
Tongue, took a one-year leave of
absence from Brigham Young U to
work in the English departmen! of
Oklahoma State U this year

Administrators at BYU, which s
owned by the Church of Jesus Cheist of
Latter-day Saints and operated in
accordance with the Church's stan
dards, questioned whether the book
violated the school's honor code

Al the time concermns were ratsed
president Rex Lee and provost Bruce
Haten met with Evenson o discuss his
upcoming third- year tenure review and
how the controversial book might atfect
the outcome

“If hus future work tollows the
same pattern of, for example, extreme
sadism, brutality and gross degrada
hion of women characternstic ol Alt
mann's Tongue, such a publication
would, in our view, not turther his
cause as a candidate for continuing
faculty status,” Lee wrote in a memo
after the meeting

The book of short stories has been
deemed “brilhamt™ by his editor at A A
Knop! Publishing and “a showcase of

graphic
lence” in an anonymous letter wrilten

disgusting, pointless vio

by a student to a member of the board
of trustees

But Evenson defends the violence in
his book

[I wrote the book to] work against

this kind of violence-1os-pleasure phe
nomenon that | think our society is
caught up in,” Evenson says

Although some students back Even
son, others like Ryan Nelson, a senior
who took critical interpretive writing
from Evenson, sees the controversy in a
ditferent lighl

“If wo have to choose belween aca
demic freedom and support of the
Church, then | think we have a duty to
support the Church's standards if the
two are in conflict,” Nelson says

For Evenson, the choice between his
positon at BYU and his work is clear

“There are a lot of things that make
me want to stay,” he says. “But at the
same time, the freedom for me to write
[the way I'd like to write] seems to be
something that will be denied to me
here, and that tor me is the most
important thing.”

Shea Nuttall, Brigham Young U
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