
LETTERS 

The ‘burbs 
In response to your editorial 

[ODE. CVt 2f*), I would first iikt* 
to say that I too find the efforts 
of the Amazon Coalition to have 
the Amazon area designated a 

historii site misguided and fool- 
ish. 

The issue was not and is not 
Amazon itself, hut the availabil- 
ity of low-cost housing for stu- 
dents. especially students with 
families 

To the extent that it shifts 
attention away from this issue, 

the Amazon Coalition is mis- 

guided Your assertion, howev 
or. to the effect that Amazon 
housing was no longer viable 
housing is incorrect 

It may not he as pretty as 

mommy and daddy's house in 
the 'burbs you came from, but 
for many students of modest 
means. Amazon land other 
housing areas such as West- 
moreland) has meant the differ- 
ence between getting an 

education and not getting one 

The destruction of Amazon 
and the erection of new build 
ings on the same site at a much 
higher rent (no longer low ost. 
but closer to the already high 
Eugene market prices) is merely 
another phase of the Universi- 
ty's attempt to transform an 
institution of higher learning 
that's available to all to one 
that's designated to house rich 
kids from out-of-state who think 
all they need is a diploma and 
not an education 

This is not an issue of provid- 
ing housing that > an be dumped 
in the laps of city and county 
governments This is an edut a- 

tion issue. It involves act ess to 
education and hence falls well 
within the scope of the Univer- 
sity's responsibility to its stu- 
dents and the people of Oregon 

Joe Renaud 
Germanic Dept 

r 

Educated go first 
The hmerttid run a letter 

[ODE. Oct If)) that condemned 
the cold war ns basically a 

greed-based struggle for capital- 
ism to rule the world's 
resources While the writer 
didn't clearly state support for 
communism. I do see a lot of 
pro-communist literature 
around campus and I'd like to 

respond 
I worked as a missionary for 

Hi months with Asian refugees 
in California. Though ! was 

called specifically to the Lao- 
tians and learned only their lan- 
guage. 1 also spent time with 
Hrnong. Cambodian, Vietnamese 
and Chinese people Why were 

they refugees' Well they were 

all escaping the communists 

Anyone w ho had held a gov- 
ernment position (not ne< essari 
Iv a high one — 1 knew a former 
mayor), anyone educated (lots of 
doctors and teachers), religious 
people (especially Christians), 
anyone loyal to the former gov- 
ernment, and even poor fanners- 
turned-soldiers had to leave 
The alternative was death or 

being sent to re education 
tamps like "Seminar" where 
they were tortured. Anyone 
caught trying to escape was 

beheaded on the spot — even as 

the children (who were interred 
there with their parents) 
watched. 

"From each according to their 
abilities; to each according to 
their needs" sounds beautiful, 
hut communism has never been 
that. It’s something that nuses 

cruelty, death and inequality, in 
the end. it dies out as the partic- 
ular country becomes more and 
more democratic and apitalis- 
tic. 

In Laos they now have semi 
free elections — the government 
chooses tile candidates, hut the 
people can vote for whomever 
they want. Also, the market is 

becoming more open .... 

If an Asian ulture, in which 
the collet live is valued over the 
individual, can't make commu- 
msm work, (hurt' s no way the 
U S could 

And I don't mills understand 
why anyone getting a college 
education would support com 

munism The educated ones are 

the H rst to die 
Gina Harris 

History, Romance Languages 

No one perfect 
While I agree with the need 

for United Nations reform, I feel 
that I must point out several of 
Primo Fontana's arguments 
((O* t i!3) that I believe are 

fla wed 
As support for his view of the 

ineptitude of the United 
Nations, he mentions "The hor 
ror of vs niching a dead American 
soldier, part of the U N force, 
being dragged through the 
streets The operation to cap- 
ture Adid was a t' S operation 
and it was the armored vehicles 
from the Pakistani punc e keep 
ing fort e that were key in extri- 
cating the surviving members of 
the Arms Hanger teams and the 
10th Mountain Division from 
that situation 

I would also like to remind 
Fontana of the several hundred 
Marines killed in Beirut in 1 »»H » 

who were not wearing blue hel 
met*; 

I'he problems involved in the 
use of peat e-keeping fort os are 

CORRECTION 

In the (k t <if> Issue of ODfc. 
the story on Juroslav Pelikan 
falsely reported that his let 
ture was sponsored by the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. Pelikan is the 
president of the group I’he 
spoet h was cosponsored by 
the Humanities Center and 
the Office of the President 
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not limited to t h«» United 
NiiHons nor are its failures 

Keith S Quebodeaux 
Political Science 

Opposite direction 
“Undo Tomism" menus finvn 

mg on one's oppressor Alter gay 
legislator Chuck Carpenter's 
ret ent stunt the gay community 
might coin n similar term |w>r 
haps "Unde ( hut kistn'" Car 
peiiter endorsed US Senate 
candidate < iordon Smith despite 
the Smith t ampnign's hobnob- 
bing statewide with tint extrem- 
ist, anti-gav Oregon Citizens 
Allianie. even blithely act opt- 
ing the OCA s endorsement 
Smith claims he opposed the 
tK'.A's anti-gay Measures 0 and 
I t vet he persists in mouthing 
OCA s “no spet iai rights dis- 
criminatory rhetoric an insult 
to any minority that seeks base 
equal rights 

Additionally. Smith tried 
foisting a parental notifU ation 
bill on Oregonians w ho'll previ 
ously voted down this nonsense 

Oregonians understood many 
pregnant teens would take mat- 
ters into their own hands, with 
certain tragic results, rather than 
have a physician notify parents 
prior to providing a safe and 
legal abortion (iarpenler heliied 
lead the effort to stop this dan- 
gerous legislation only to now 

endorse Smith despite 
Smith's anti-choice legislating 
and anti-gav "no special rights” 

rhetoric Politics dws indeed 
make strange Iwdfnllows 

Unlike "Justice" Clarence 
Thomas who secured his life- 
time post after brown-nosing 
"Mnssn," Carpenter will face 
voters who ehx ted him beiwusr 
of fus allegedly pro-i hoit e. pro- 
gas positions They won't forget 
his hi/.irre endorsement of 
Smith Carpenter will find little 
comfort or ss uritv in now In-mg 
the far right's poster bov end lap 
dog 

Nonna I’eitltis h.is l»*tm leer 
Iv. unwaveringly pro-equal 
rights and pro-choice Let's semi 
some hai khone end integrity to 

(Congress 
Carol Berg 

Eugono 

LETTERS POLICY 

The Oregon Daily f mosiM 
wet! attempt to print ail letters 
containing comments on top 
cs ol interest to the University 
community 

t utters to the editor must be 
limited to no more than 250 
words, legible, signed and the 
identification ol rtie writer must 
be verified when the tetter >s 
Submitted 

The B'merakf reserves the 
fight to edit arty letter tor length 
or style 
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EUGENE HOTLINE 686-5808 
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