
College of Education marks 85th year India poet presents latest book 
By Brian Womack 
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Oregon was not always so 

supportive of public educ iition. 
but the College of Kducation is 
now celebrating its R5th 
anniversary. 

The first professional sc fiool 
at the University was also the 
first college in Oregon to focus 
on education alone 

Until the 1870s, most Oregon 
elementary schools were for 
grades one through three* and 
were usually open only three 
months a year, said Keith 
Richard. University arc hivist 
In 1870. Oregon had only two 
public high schools one* in 
Portland and one in I-cGrande 

It was not until 18‘ifi when 
the philosophy department 
added pedagogy classes that the 
school of education's roots 

began to grow. Rt< hard said. 
About four years later, peda- 
gogy, the study of educ ating, 
became an independent depart- 
ment. 

When the College of 
Education opened in 1910, it 
was the only place to train as 

an elementary teacher. Henry 
Sheldon (of Sheldon High 
School) helped open the sc hool 

Keynote speaker to discuss 
educational programming 
By Brian Womack 
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Television is good for chil- 
li ren. n( least when the pro- 
grams are for more than just 
product sales said Aletha 
Huston, a professor at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas 

"Tolevision can be used for 
mindless entertainment or 

good entertainment.“ she said. 
Huston will give a let lure 

tilled Mvths of Television 
And Children" today in the 
Clinical Services Building. 
Kootn 250 

Much of TV programming 
today is driven bv product 
salt>s alone, she said For 
instant tt, shows like Mightv 
Morphin Power Hangers and 
Teenage Mutant Min fa Turtle s 

are spot ifit.ally designed to 
sell their nrodut ts in Im 
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nicalions 
Commission is lookitig into 
enforcing the tout) act which 
requires education m < hil 
dren'% television program- 
ming Pressure should l*> put 
on the FC(i so educational 
programming can reach more 

children watt hing television 
Huston's lecture will lie the 

kaynote iddnu for tha Col 
lege of Education's 85th 
anniversary elofirntion events 
held today and tomorrow 

"TV and its potential posi- 
tive and negative mi pat ts are 

enormous," said Martin kauf 
man. dean of the college "Wo 
tend to focus on the negative 
of this medium '* 

stores 

"They're long products 
commercials," she said, 
"They're not designed for the 
welfare of kids, they're 
designed for the welfare of the 
advertisers.” 

Huston said good program 
tiling does exist in shows like 

al government 
In 1991, the college had to 

scale back its operations 
because of Measure 5 cuthac ks 
and changing attitudes on edu- 
cation, said Martin Kaufman, 
dean of the college. These 
changes included the passage 
of House Hill 3565, which sets 
new standards for students 
statewide. 

Almost half of the college 
was fired and no undergraduate 
degrees were offered, Kaufman 
said. 

Last year, however, the col- 
lege restored part of the under- 
graduate degree program by 
reinstating certification for ele- 
mentary school teachers, 
among other things. 

He said the direction of the 
college has changed in recent 

years. 
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A year later, a m hoot in 
Monmouth reopened, provid 
ing two plat es where elemen 
tary school leat hers could be 
trained. However. the 
University offered the only 
bachelor's degree program in 
elementary education 

The Oregon Legislature was 

beginning to recognize the need 
to raise standards for teachers, 
Richard said. By 1940, the 
Legislature required a bache- 
lor's degree for elementary 
teachers to get a pay increase in 
the state 

By the 1950s. a bachelor's 
degree was required to teach 
elementary school. 

Richard said that during this 
decade, the federal government 
recognized that teaching stu- 
dents to educate was an impor- 
tant pari of university instruc- 
tion. 

"Billions of dollars were 

dumped into colleges of educa- 
tion,” he said 

He said the University's col- 
lege received many of its 
research dollars from the feder- 

in 1910 ilm altitude iihout u< 

was. 'You s*>ih) them, we'll 
teach them."' he said. “Htx aus« 

of changing demographti s, w» 

tain't |ust do that Wo now have 
to be partners with schools 
parents, communities and bust 
nesses." he said. 

In the next 85 years, he soul 
the school will chango. but 
three basic goals will remain; 

• Prepare people to he offer 
live educators by staying on the 
cutting edge of education 

• To do research that will 
show what works and does nol 
in education. 

• Provide the outreach sup- 
port to school, community and 
businesses in education. 

Kaufman is optimistic- about 
the future 

"We've built the school It 
last.” he said 
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Chitra Ihvakaruni, a national- 
ly known po«| and writer from 
tin’ Bay Aren, mul from her new 

book of short stories Arranged 
\funrmgr and gave a brief lecture 
on ethllit issues Wednesday at 

various locations on arnpus 
Hivakanim, who was fxirti and 

raised in India until moving to 
the Unites) States in her late 
teens, lias w ritten prose and (met 
ry focusing on women’s issues 

and the immigrant experiem e 

After publishing thn>e hooks of 
primarily poetry, trrongrii Sim 
nogr is Iter first fxxik of short sto 

fortunately. sin* said. there 
were also perks to writing with 
her porspiH 11v«• "You have that 
different way of looking at 
tilings,' she said 

Divaknruni also dost rifeul 
how using the rhythm and 
words from her native language 
as well as the landsi ape add 
ditmmsion to her writing 

It's 11k«* superimposing one 

world on another." she said 
"They are both so different vet 
so similar 

Displaying the two worlds' 
similarities as well as their dtf 
fereni es is where Divakanim 
says she puts a lot of the focus in 
her w riting besides rei ogni/ 
tng the differetu es. I also want 

people to see the sameness in 

tin* t ultures. she said 

rtes 

Hie author hosted a small xv in 

posium m Willamette Hall r.ir 
ly m the miming and spoke in an 

tuditnu' of JO .vlioui thr advan 
tages and challenges of writing 
from a cultural background 
“There's a real push in Indian 
writing toward culturally s|kh if 
u material," she said 

Divnkarum, being an cl him 
writer, described the many tptnv 
lions she must ask herself in the 
creative process Finding her 
atuiutni e and exactly how she is 

going to present her c ulturv m her 
writings are constant struggles, 
she said. 

l«atnr in tin' owning. thu 
author road from hor now book, 
whu h has boon norninalod for 
iti*' National Hook Award, flit 
many bosisnllor lists, and is in 
its si>< ond printing sitin' initial 
Iv bi'ing pithltshod in July 
Uunkaruni road oxcwpts of hor 
stiort storios and a few poorils 
from hor 19B7 book. Ihirk like 
the liner, to the t;rwvvd of fit) 

gnthorod in (iorlitiger boongo 
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