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Rachael Hicks relaxes herself as Shane marks the spot with a marker where the ring will be placed 
Piercing Is no longer reserved for punk rockers as It has become more acceptable In the mainstream 

Piercing: ‘It can be spiritual’ 
■ continued irom Page i 

"Ok.iv. vou want to keep 
breathing, relax your jaw and 
your shoulders." Shone so vs to 
one of his many < lients of the 
day "Do you want any warning 
of when I'm going to do it'" 

No," Wedgle replies, her eves 

shut tight. 
Shane deftly works a hollow 

needle through Wedgie s skin 
The needle is later removed and 
replaced with a surgical steel 
hoop, connected at the ends with 
a metal bead. 

After a grimace of pain melts 
from her lace, Wedgle looks in 
a hand mirror at her freshly 
pierced eyebrow. 

"This is a new point in my 
life. Wedgle says "It s a symbol 
of freedom. I'm making my own 

decisions about my body." 
Shane and Odette, resident 

piercers of Antric.m, began pierc- 
ing each other eight years ago. 

iii?) uiu »j«ui uuum s niji|ju?s 
first For the last four years. they 
have been piercing Lane (boun- 
ty At any given time. Shane has 
at least 11 piercings and Odette 
has 16. 

We wens both really involved 
hi the punk rock scene lots of 
years ago." Odette said It wasn't 
just the way it looked, the high 
of it vs as amazing Once you 
decide to do it, it feeds like you 
can do anything climb a 

mountain or something 
"It gives you a lot more pow- 

er," Odette added. "It s like 
you’re saying This is my body 
now — fuck you." 

The couple was approached by 
the owner of Antrican five years 
ago to offer piercing in the base- 
ment of the store. Back then, 
Odette said, most of their clients 
were punk-rockers getting their 
nipples and navels done In a 

business such as this, that once 

catered almost exclusively to 
sadomasochism enthusiasts and 
other alternative lifestyles, it 
appears that piercing has become 
almost mainstream culture. 

"I don't mind everyone doing 
it,” Shane said "It's good in that 
it promotes acceptance and 
awareness.' 

So far, their most unusual 
client was a man with multiple 

Hicks tries to keep her mind on anything but the hollow needle that 
was pierced through her navel 

personalities who wanted six 

genital piercings. 
“This guy was si hizophrenic 

so ivb didn't do it !hx a use he just 
didn't seem all them wo didn’t 
know if he ould deal with the 
piercings afterward." 

Yeah, we do got some really 
unhealthy people." Odette 
added "That makes the business 
feel dirty and seamy." 

Three thousand miles away. 
Joe Jascewsky, a body piercer 
from the Boston area, agrees that 
for many people piercing is just 
another trend to follow, hut for 
others it can l>e a very spiritual 
and healing event 

Jascewsky theorized that tfie 
trend may tie due to the fact that 
more people are simply becom- 
ing aw are of piercing being done. 

"A lot of it is tile trendiness." 
Jascewsky said. “But it’s still 
deeper than just buying a trendy 
new pair of shoes.” 

Many people get piercings 
done for aeeper reasons, accord- 
ing to Jascewsky, like a sort of 

declaration ol body ownership 
"Victims of abuse and people 

involved in the sox trade, who 
feel they don't have control of 
their body, often get pieri Ings 
done.” Jascewsky said "It's self 
abusive, but they are doing this 
voluntarily they are in control 
of the pain.” 

Jascewsky has been piercing 
others for the last four years. He 
became interested in piercing 
after getting his novel done five 
years ago. Intrigued, he asked the 
woman who pierced him if he 
could "hang out and observe " 

The rest is history 
While there isn't anything 

Jascewsky won't do. he does 
advise against certain piercings. 
Wrists, napes, backs and arms 

Jascewsky advises against pierc- 
ing. but will do it if the client 
really wants it. 

"You can't stiiji rings tust any- 
where in the body," Jascewsky 
said. “As long as |the client! is 
aware that it is probably not 
going to heal. I'll do it," 
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Mi l TIM.N 
Geography ('luh will ni* 

today at I pro its Room I u*i 
London 

Red Fox will moot tonight 
at to 

Studfnt Sfiwtt will itu ct 

tonight at ? in the I MU 
Board Room For mom infor- 
mation, call m> t’4i> 

AI.D/PFS freshman Honor 
Si* irty will meet tonight it 

1 

in I Ml i (i ii.ir Room I For 
more information, call no 
.t 103. 

MIS< TU.ANKOtlS 
Gartwr Onlnr will sponsor 

Texas A&M Intormitional't 
information tub In today from 
10 a in to Z (i m in the I MI 

Graduate School will host 
a workshop t ailed "Introdiu 
lion to thi* Graduate Funding 
Library" today from 11 a m 

to 12 noon in Room 125 

Chapman For more informti 
lion, t all 140-2004 

Wesley Frntrr will host 
Naomi Hoymttr rev lowing her 
book today from 11 45 a in. 

to 1 i .’> p.m. m the Wesley 
('enter For more information, 
all 441. 4ti‘M or 144-04H4 

Film alninal Opportunities 
Progrim will sponsor a work 
shop titled "Academic Dol- 
lars and Career Sense" today 
from 12 10 to 2 .10 p m at the 
Koinonin Centur For more 

information, all 44t< 1242. 

KKMGIOU.S 
Newman Outer will host a 

student mass and soi nil 
tonight at VI at the Newman 
Center. IHtil) Emerald St For 
more information, call 44 t 
7021 

m. Book Now 
for the 

Holidays 
London 
Frankfurt 
Paris 
Guatemala 
Tokyo 
Sydney 

$250* 
$295* 
$320* 
$249* 
$280* 
$569* 

Council Travel 
m '•> W M- •••>-. o 

Poftfjod, G8 97}Q% 

1-800 2-COUNCIL 

lo ai (SOD 22H fa* IV5J) M “i-iv 

Lookin' for somethin'? 

ODE Classifieds! 

WARREN 
MILLER'S 

Endless 
Winter 

evlan 

Wed., October 25 
SKI EXPO 7:00 P.M. 

MOVIE 8:00 P.M. 
SHCLOON HIGH SCHOOL GYM 

Tickets *6.00 

1.Lindquist Center for Entrepreneurship 

Open House 
( hitrltII I uiiili/urit Collt^f i>f Husim-s* 

8 a.m.-5 pan. 
Thursday, October 26 

131 Gilbert 
Meet 

Charles H. Lundquist 
10:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

Poor f’rizr* 

Refreahnumts 
INFORMATION ON 

Neu> Venture 
Competition 

Summer 
Internship 
Program 

Entrepreneurship 
Group 


