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Story: Informing women 
was victim’s primary goal 
■ Continued from Page 1 

and gasped for breath Under 
neath the at he was a eery hard 
oval shaped area 

Thri*«> day* later she had 
surgery to remove tin* growth 

The tumor had been almost 
three inches long Forty lymph 
glands had been removed and 
lb wen• malignant If then• had 
been four nr less involved, the 
rant er would have been consul 
ered to he arrested and there 
would have been no need for 
farther treatment 

In all honesty. I remember 
very little about the time when 
my morn was undergoing treat- 
ment. hut I do remember her 
suddenly having surgery One of 
my few memories of my mother 
omes from when I used to play 

in her room white she was get- 
ting dressed ! used play with 
her prosthetii breast 

cheeks Then it was like a dam 
had hurst and the flood was 

uncontrollable. I couldn't stop 
All day I walked around the 
house and cried 

When it oas almost time for 
my children to came home from 
school. I realized I had to get 
control Somehow I managed to 

get myself together and camou- 

flage my eyes with drops and 
make up 

When she was diagnosed, 
doctors gave Mom a year to live 
— she lived for two-and-a half 
years and finally lost her battle 
in September of 1983, At the 
time 1 never really understood 
what was going on. ! < ouldnt 
m cept the idea that l was never 

to see my mother again 1 
remernlxT being at the memorial 
service and looking around at 
the different faces of my mom s 

friends and family. 1 didn't cry. After she began her 
chemotherapy treatments, ! 
rememlier her lieing tint! a lot of 
tfte time 1 know that it was 
tiecause of her medicine, but did 
not understand what she was 

going through 1’he chemothera- 
py made fier lose her hair After 
a while, site simply shaved the 
rest off and wore a wig 

She shaved her remaining 
hair one night after I had gone to 
lied The next morning she woke 
me so 1 could get ready for 
school. In my half-asleep dazed 
state, I screamed, thinking she 
was an alien Of course, a few 
seconds later I realized it was 

my mom This became one of 
our private jokes 

These days it is hard for me to 
think allot it the past and the suf- 
fering my mom must have gone 
through I never thought atiout it 
before, but in all that she was 

going through 1 never om e saw 

her cry When 1 found her arti- 
cle. I dist overed the reason. 

f t erything l had read soul it's 
not good to keep filiations bot- 
tled tip inside )'im should let 
them out The next day I sot in 
m\ room and derided I Mould 
rt nil the frustrations auat 

I sat on the side of my bed 
and thought sod thoughts until 
large tears rolled down both 

Two years ago I began to vol- 
unteer with the American (jn- 
ter Society's annual 
fund-raising event, the Relay 
For Fife The event celebrates 
the lives of those who died from 
cancer and celebrates the lives 
of those who are survivors of the 
disease Teams of to to 12 peo- 
ple take turns walking or run- 

ning around a track for a 

24-hour relay. Before the event, 
memliers get donations, and two 
years ago, participants raised 
$25,000. Fast year, fund raisers 
doubled that amount to $50,000. 

Cancer research and educa- 
tion is very important. A misdi- 
agnosis from a doctor cost my 
mother her life She didn't know 
the proper channels. However, 
she triini to spread the word and 
discover a way to cope. 

My husband's solution was to 

punch the gynecologist in the 
nose My solution was to write 
on article to share this informa- 
tion with as many women as 

possible — always faithfully do 
a monthly breast examination 
and. if you find a lump, the doc 
tor to see is a surgeon Please 
pass the word 
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