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Victims: There are many

B Continued from Page 1A

tional day, and it needs to hap
pen.”

What is Domestic Violence?
‘Domaostic violence is a crime
involving a pattern of abusive
behavior in intimate relation
--lu;r-- where one partner tries (o
control and dominate the other,
sald Jennifer Beach, assistant
director of Womenspace. It can
nclude emotional abuse, threats
of abuse and '!..‘;-_ sical violence
ranging rom slapping and shoy
n to severe beatings
Heach
':l'|!II'1"'.-.:I|“|.r:'ri‘ I SO Ways

saild college students

to domestic violenon

Isolation is a big proce ol
|!"."." -‘T.'\: 1 "‘;:"\ LA '-I‘.J|1."|'.r'. e
olten away from home for the
vitlnerable and have
more time to be alone with the

HBeach said

he emotional and s e holog

first Liime
batlorer
ical abuse suffered by victims s
often the hardest for a victim to
see, said Donna Oakes, o survivor
of domestic violence

‘Just because yvou're not being
hit, doesn’t mean yvou're not
Oakes said
"All of [my abusers| playved the

baing abused
blame game no matter what
the sttuation, it's vour fault,” she
saidd, “1 have n 140 100, a 4.0 GPA
and take 21 credits a term, and
he could still talk me into think

ing | was so -.1':|||ul

The Myths
"Why don't you just leave?" is
a common question victims ol
I'he real-

iy 1s most women stay 1n a vio

domuestic violence hear

lent home because they are
ishamed to tell anvone, have
nowhere to go for hl‘lp or they are
afraid of retaliation il they take
wtion, according to Women

Space

Nancy Taylor Kemp, a psy
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chologist at the Counseling Cen-
ter, believes college students may
feel more shame in a domestic
violence relationship because
they feel out of character, and
unahle to tell anyone or get help
Another myth is that alcohol

or drugs cause the abuse
‘My last hushand was three
vears sober when he beggan phys
ically abusing me,” Oakes said
It dispelled the myth for me that

ilcohol causes the abuse

The Cycle of Violence

Battering is a pattern ol repeat
odd abuse. This "cvole of violenee
| "lil"f.l'!'_-"-! by many victims
ol domestu ialence

First, an abuse incident wil
oceur where the victim

screnmed  at beaten ind/or

cussed at for hours. All abuse

incidents vary in intensity and
degreo

Second “the honeymoon
;;h.nr" ocours where the batter
or says things like, "It will never
happen again,” pleads for for
giveness, promises change and
lavishes attention or gifts to the
victim

Then, the tension starts to
build again in the third phase
until another abuse incident
This cycle increases in intensi
tv and shortens in length over time

From Victim to Survivor
Oakes described her “last
straw’ the moment when she
realized she had to leave
My last physical battering
happened in front of my girls
she said. “"He almost stepped on
my baby tryving to get to me
I locked us in a room until he
left, thinking ‘'l can’t raise my
girls this way. | can’t let them go
through what | saw my mom go
through.'”
After the incident, Oakes
talked to a counselor at Lane
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myths surrounding domestic violence

MARK EN-MEN-CHANGE merakd

Eighteen blood red, |ife size wooden silhouettes represent Oregon women murdered In acts of domestic
violence during 1993-94. Each Silent Witness includes information about her life and how she died.

Community College where she is
a student. “The counselor was
non-judgmental and asked me
what | wanted to do,” she said

Long-term, Qakes said the
T'urning Point program offered at
Womenspace kept her from going
bhack

Womenspace also offers shel
ter, crisis counseling, trans-
portation, counseling, advocacy,
children's services, community
education, a transition house,
interpreters and rural outreach to
domaestic violence victims

For more information about
Womenspace, call 485-6513
485-8232 or toll free at 1-800-281-
2800,

' DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS

| Violence against women in their own homes is the most common

|

| and least reported crime in the United States. The following
statistics were compiled by Womenspace:

Women who leave their
batterers are at a 75 percent
greater risk of being killed by
the batterer than those who
stay. (Barbara Hart, 1988)

Medical expenses from
domaestic violence total $3
billion 1o $5 billion annually.
("Domestic Viclence For Health
Care Providers,” Colorado
Domestic Violence Coalttion, 19891)

There are 3,000 animal shelters |
but only 700 shelters for !
battered women. (National |
Coalition Against Domestic Violence) |

Somewhere in America, a
woman is beaten every 15 |
seconds by her partner; it '
happens at some time in 25- '
35 percent of American

homes; 4,000 women die from
such abuse each year. (FBI)

DENNIS BOLT & MATT GARTONE meraid

Hate crime: Students urged to be wary of statistics

@ Continued from Page 1A
March or the full-page Emerald
ad featuring the conference that
ran for three days earlior this
week,” Mace said. "In receiving
this flier, though, it just goes to
show the necessity for this type
of conference while reinforcing
the value of what's going to be
discussed.”

Mace said a faculty member
took one of the 15 fliers to the
University Office of Public
Safety after discovering them
around 8 a.m., Wednesday
OPS then turned it over to
Eugene Public Safety for further
investigation since it was con-
sidered to be an official hate
crime

“Since we only have this
piece of paper to go on and we

know of no further actions at
this point, we'll continue to
monitor the situation and see
where it goes,” said Jed Keever,
a police agent with the Eugene
Public Safety

Statistics presented in the
fliers are attributed to an
Australian reporter named Neil
Sheehan, which is typed in fine
print at the bottom of the page.
According to the flier, Sheehan
allegedly “dug out half-con-
coaled U.S. crime figures for an
article in the Sydney Morning
Herald (May 2, 1995). The con-
tent of his article, he comment
ed, could not possibly be pub-
lished or discussed in the U.S
mainstream media.”

Statistics listed on the fliers
include statements that allege

“More than 1,600 whites are
murdered by blacks each year;
about one million whites were
murdered, robbed, assaulted or
raped by blacks in 1992; on a
per capita basis blacks commit
50 times more violent crimes
than whites; and in the past 20
years violent crimes increased
four times faster than the popu
lation.”

Mace said the statistics
should not be taken at face
value and that the public needs
to look at the larger picture.

“We cannot look at statistics
like these as being the hard
and-fast truth,” she said
“People need to explore these
issues for themselves and con-
tinue to fight against bigotry
and propaganda like this."”
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Twilight Dinners

available every night for

*Extensive lounge menu

*Satellite TV for your
favorite sports events

* Complete dinners from
just $8.95

22 CLUB ROAD

only $8.95 !

343-5622

FIND THINGS IN ODE CLASSIFIEDS (ROOMMATES, TICKETS, STUFF
YOU LOST, BICYCLES, CARS, JOBS, ON-CAMPUS OPPORTUNITIES)
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