
‘Strange Days’ futuristic violence overwhelms viewers 
By Kristina Rudinskas 

Hefxxu* 

Stmnge Ikiyx, set in Los Anglos in the 
year 1991), in a futuristic techno-thriller, 
which reveals a future world of racial vio- 
lence, poverty, police brutality and virtu 
al drug abuse. 

Lenny Nero (Ralph Fiennes) is a cor- 

rupt ex-cop. who sells "dips" on the 
b!n< k market to "wire tripimrs" people 
addicted to reliving other people's expe- 
riences via virtual reality 

i inn) • Hfetakea .> turn when he is 

dealt a "hlai kja< k" clip of his friend’s 
death This t iitupults Lenny and his lirn 
ouxine-driving martial arts friend. Mai «• 

CINEMA REVIEW 

Strange Days 
^ 

(Angela Bassett), into a dangerous whirl 
of police (irruption and betrayal 

Lenny and Mace discover a police 
cover-up of an influential rap star's mur- 

der, which if leaked to the public 
would incite it race war in an already 
chaotic. Loe Angelos 

At the same time, Lenny attempts to 
save his ungrateful ex-girl friend, Faith 
(Juliette Lewis), from her controlling 

manager-boy friend, Philo (ianl 
Altogether, these interwoven conflict* 

produce a suspenseful story full of action, 
v iolence and intrigue Gratuitous sex and 
violence, which normally is capable of 
selling movies, overwhelm* and disgusts 
the viewer in Strange Day. 

Director Kathryn Bigelow overdoses 
her audiences with disturbing images of 
the future Evan Santa Glaus gets mugged 
on the streets of !.ox Angeles 

Bassett does an excellent job of por- 
traying a strong female character, who 
displays the only sensibility and social 
responsibility in a dismal Lois Angeles 

What is not strange about Strange Days 

is all of the components — such as vio- 
lence. racial issues and drugs — of this 
depraved future have a perfect founda- 
tion in todav's society 

Strange Days shows how these issues 
can escalate into the extremes depicted in 
Nero's world, which may one day be our 

reality. 
The ai tion never stops, but only fre- 

quent doses of sox and violence create the 
transition for the viewer 

The huge sets and unique point-of- 
view cinematography add twists to this 
film, but they are not enough to save it 
from an apocalyptic bust in the box 
office 

CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED 
CLASSICAL MUSIC, OPERA, 
BROADWAY & FILM SCORES 

ON COMPACT DISC 

CD'S FROM $5.95 

Newly released ‘Belle’ 
diffTicult film to watch 
By Lynn Hadley 
f ffr&i&nc# fkffMPW* 

If you .ire looking fur ,ui 

evening of undisturbing enter- 
tainment. this is not your dir k 
\V<» (ire talking about magnifi- 
cently filmed brutality whose 
storyline is reminiscent of a 

cheap beer commercial. 
Would it not bo divine for all 

of us to have finances suitable to 
re-release nil the most beloved 
films of our formative years? 
Yes and no. Thr Trouble with 
Angels and Sovlent Green may 
not have the same effect on 

today's audiences 
And this may explain the 

response to Martin Scorsese's 
re-release of Wo//#- de lour (Beau- 
ty of the Day). 

For audiences to understand 
this film, it must la- made clear 
this is a fairly succinct, surreal- 
istic film from the creator of lIn 
Chien Andalou. 

Bunuel does not do mild 
delivery He keeps everything 
enthrallingly artistic. In a trance, 
the viewer is dragged through 
this boldly aggressive imagery. 

Ill the opening scene to Belle 
de lour, as Severino Serizy 
(Deneuve) is being violently 
raked over the French country- 
side to be whipped and sodom- 
ized only to smile at the caress 
of her aggressor, the audience 
member realizes then- are some 

seriously surrealistic qualities 
thinly veiling a classic hetero- 
male fantasy 

The story is not complicated; 
it does it n.-ed 10 he '()nl\ a 

slight framework is necessary 
for a character who cannot con- 

trol her situation as she rolls 
into t-ach scene as if only fol- 
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Belle de Jour 
Bijou Art Cimcnas 

Directed by tun Runnel 
Starring Cithcnne Deneuve, jean Sorel. 

MuM hen'll and herre Clement! 

★ ★★★★ 

lowing gravity. 
Severine is married to Pierre 

(Sorel). Sev does not feel sexual 
with her strapping young doc- 
tor, Pierre, but does have 
bizarre, abusive sex “dreams." 

The couple's friends interject 
two transporters to the story: a 

female acquaintance is working 
as a prostitute; the address of a 
brothel is introduced by the 
occasional user. Husson (Pic- 
coli). 

With the same curiosity that 
led Richard Dreyfuss to Devil's 
Tower, Severine finds herself 
not only locating the brothel, 
but signing on to the day shift. 
She can only work afternoons 
and has to be home by five. 

Thus, she secretively becomes 
"Belle de Jour." 

With some hesitation she 
finally fills the tartly niche, and 
soon becomes the favorite of 
si umbag Marcel (dementi). 

Wanting her both day and 
night, be pursues her during off- 
hours Severine, distraught that 
Husson lias found her out. 
shuns psycho-Marcel. He then 
der ides to take alternative mea- 
sures to bring them together. 

Bunuei succeeds in pulling us 

painfully into this meticulously 
filmed tale of abuse, in matching 
visual intensity with content 
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In the Filth pear I Building 
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Information Session for 

Undergraduate and 

(.raduatr Students 

Wednesday, October 25, I995 
? 00-9 00 p m 

EMU-Cedar Rooms A & B 

Campus Recruiting- 
Undergraduate and 
Graduate Students 

Monday, November 13, 1995 

Resumes, application, cover 

letter and unofficial transcripts 
are required for the interview 

schedule by Monday, 
October 30, 1995 Please* 
submit paperwork to the 
C areer Planning and 
Placement Service, 
1 lend ricks I tail 

••’Individuals will be chosen 
for interviews 

based on a resume pre- 
selection process. There 

will be no bidding 
for interview slots!*** 
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Il your 1’f Jin 

liwirdthly Hvallf jf'lr 
Infinitely versatile 
Aw-rwmvely invent!! «■ 

A* Anderwn Ciiiuih mg. 
»T *.«U til keep II that way So 
«tr ihjttcngr it With a Mtmulattng 
vancty of »iii(ranrnti IVvelop it with 
an average of ovct 170 hi win of advanced 
training pet year RewatU u with advance 
mcnt And ruppott it with the traouite* 

Ilf 12,000 ptofrutonaU operating a. run 47 
(Outline* At Andenen i'neuulimg. we 

alw aya keep you in mind 

C IWS Inlnwnt .-vwuhuw 
AtaWiwn t vewjktng m wi f laykan 

u. University 
Theatre 1995-96 

'order TICKETS NCHV!!!^ atre Season 

based on the book by Studs Terkel 

by Timberlake Wertenbaker 

Andersen 
Consulting 

4m*a tnarnmn *c*\ %c 

Please join us at the Career Fair on November 14-15, 1995. 

Arflrt Man 
--George Bernard Shaw -- 

Lips Together, Teeth Apart by Terrence McNally 1 

Great Seats Available- For Information: 346-4191 

Remember... 
wherever you go. 

there you are. 


