Disabled community can learn much from lesbian and

would like to express my

support for the Leshian

Gay, Bisexual, and Trans

gendered Alliance upon the
conclusion of a week dedicated
to the celebration of their iden
tity. As a member of the dis
community at T!!"
University, | gladlv count

a
myself among their allies

Recognizing that such cele
hrations can be valuable in rais
ing awareness and cultivating
understanding as to what it
means to live in a society
where (no matter how much
cortain members of Congress
might wish otherwise) diversity
is the rule and not the excep
tion

Having said that, and belies
ing that dialogue fosters the
truest sense of understanding, |
would like to complicate the
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issue slightly by calling into
question the assumption that
visibility equals celebration
and political clout

As a member of a group of
people for whom such visibility
is neither a cholce nor a right
but rather an unavoidable and
occasionally exhausting fact, |
can assure vou that our con
spicuousness is rarely met with
celebration and certainly does
not prov ide us with pni:'ll.l al
clout. In fact, what is common-
lv colebrated about disability is
not its existence, but rather the
hope that it can eventually be
"overcome;” one is said to have
succeeded “in spite ol.” nover

because of " one's disability

But it is ot precisely this
juncture that the LGBTA pro
vides us with inspiration, for in
the not-so-distant past these
Yery same ii‘.l!ul‘.hh"- were rou
tinely levelad at those of differ
ing sexual orientations

The LGBT community reject
ed them and asserted their right
to celobrate difference. Like

wise, we find much to celebrate
in the fact of disability, in liv
ing outside of what is erro

neously perceived to be the

norm

As to the form such celebra

tion ought to take, her, too, the
LGBTA serves 1o Inspirne us

This inspiration lies not in the
idea of “becoming visible
which amounts to a deceptively
neat and facile slogan. Indeed

such sloganeering, while

nderstandably tempting, can

wtually be quite dangerous
serving to cover and obscure
the very complexities the
LGBTA is trving to bring to the
toretront

With its slate of -.;‘v'-!i!'r- ral
lies and panel discussions, the
LGBTA encouraged people to
talk about issues, It is this dia
logrue that will fu'!l‘ i~v'ni-||' 1o
inderstand what it is like to be
it LGHBT individual

So. building upon this exam
ple, 1 would ke to invite fel
low disabled, handicapped
crippled, differently abled
alter-abled students, faculty
wnd stafl o follow the lead of
the LGBTA and start actively
tulking (or signing) about what
it is like to live with their indi
vidual differences

gay activism

Wa could also invite the par
icipation of allies, welcoming
the support of anyvone who r

izes that the statement, “1

l'LI..
don’t even think of vou as dis
ihled,” is lar from being a com
pliment

Rather, it is a denial of a cru
cial tacet of our identity

Colleen M. Broderick is a grod

uate student in English
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Thought control

A well-known mligious leader
recently staged a spedclac le
Huge crowds attended. While
many disagreed strongly with
many of his stated beliefs, they
nevertheless were forcid
prudgingly
his overall goals were of good
intent

to concede that

So, who am | writing about?
Pope John Paul 1l or Louis Far
rakhan? You'd know if | includ
ed one of the following
statements: "He was lionized by
the press as the greatest Thl:n‘_
since sliced bread, til"-}lih' the
fact that most of his utterances
ware little more than hoary plat
itudes;” or, “lgnoring the theme
of the event, the media insisted
on concentrating on the admit-
tedly many faults of both the
man and his credo.”

Bill Smee
University faculty

Helmet heads

| had one of those near-death
experiences a few weeks ago
that compels me (and perhaps
gives me the right) to preach to
those of vou who haven't been
to the edge

While commuting on my hike,
I was hit by a car the driver
couldn’t see the red light and
broad-sided me at 30 mph. My

THE ASUO WOMEN'S

CENTER PRESENTS...

WOMEN'S
HEALTH

SYMPOSIUM

Todoy s Events

Cedar A

Lesbian health concerns
Cedar B

Women of color health issues
Cedar B

Middie Eastern belly dancing
Cedar A

Menstrual empowerment

through ritual and herbs
Cedar D
Midwifery. Post-partum

Cedar C
Introduction to yoga and
relaxation
Cedar F
Pesucides and women's health
00 PM.-4.00 PM
Cedar D' Safe sex in 1995
430 PM -%1310 PM
219 Gerlinger

Dance and body therapies

head and body smashed the dri

ver's windshield before | was
thrown to the pavement

I came out with a broken clay
le, a kilr.n!ll'll neckK, and a very
sore body, but no head injuries
Best of all, | remained alive to
tick vou off with my, sermon
about wearing a helmet

While 1 was being driven
around after the accident, |
decided to do a little statistical
Iy valid sample of cvelists to see
the pert antage ol riders woanrng
helmets. Guess what?

Eight out of 10 of vou are rid
ing around without helmets
Hev, vou're invincible, so what's
the difference? | decided there
are at least two explanations for
these results. One is that you've
consciously decided vou are
fatalists when it’s your time,
it's your time. The other is that
this is the snactment of some
classic Darwinian theory

Those individuals with brains
wear helmets and thus preserve
their existence. Those without
brains have no need of helmots
As they die out, they improve
the geneti |llm| for the helmet
wearers. The world becomes a
better [-|.1( 2]

What can I say? No one can
make vou wear a helmet. The
point is, you're spending good
money and the better part of
your day trving to fill vour head
with ideas and potential. Why

let it spill out on the pavement

1 pool ol gray m Cause
wearing a helme! doesn’t look
cool or seems like a pain to Iy

While I was making my obser
vations, | noticed that the prac
tice of riding the wrong way on
a one-way street (on or off the
sidewnalk I'u'.lrll;'_v{'f almost
exclusively to the helmetless

| 1
[feariess or clueless vou make

the call)

End of sermon. I'm alive
because | was wearing a helmet
Unfortunately, | can't ride a bike
for the time being. Luckily, | can
Irive my 3.500 pound car, so if
vou're riding a bike, watch out!

Bill Weich

Eugene

War on unborn

I'he recent 50th anniversaries
of the atomi bombings prompt
od debates about the ethics of
warfare. Meanwhile, America’s
war on prenatal children raged
on unabated, routinely trashing
every othical principle

It has consisted exclusively of
literal surgical-fist strikes
against the innocent and help
less, intended to preempt the
recognition and protections nor
mally accorded at birth. Rather
than honor the immunity of
non-combatants, it has deliber
ately targeted them. It has

employed |
juarters and live dis

CERONOUS weapons

rofusal ol

memberment of the unarmed
largoel F"'}‘l[llr-lill pven subject
ng it 1o sxperimentation, in
contravention of the laws of war

and all int itional standards

for the treatment of prisoners
\
Yot the war planners continue

1o resist providing even the most

basic saleguards such as
information about human devel
opment rightly fearful that
plercing their veil of ignorance

will render their proxies unwill

ing to continue the carnage

Alfred Lemmo
Dearborn, Mich

GTFF union

Fhe recent story (ODE, Sept
28) about a new tentative agree
ment between the Graduate
l'eaching Fellows Federation
[GTFF) and the University
should raise more questions
than it answers for GTFs who
value union democracy, the
continued existence and contin
ued success of their union, and
fair treatment for employees of
their union

Former prosident Bob Roberts
notes that a mail-ballot ratifica
tion election is set for mid-Oclo
her. Since Roberts makes no
mention of a meeting and, as of
this writing, no meeting notice
has been sent to GTFs, are we to

issume that voting will go on
without the usual pre-ratifica

tion discussion meeting?

Opportunity for GTFs to dis
cuss proposed contract changes
with their elected leaders is
pssential to union democracy
and must not be abandoned
GTFs have o right to meet with
ind question those responsible
for negotiations

Finally, we have questions
about recent changes in the
'-II i othcn

e office is now staffed by
people who can’t answer simple
fquestions Where are regulor
stofl members Diane Rau and
Larry Williams? Who is the
GITFE lll’l‘\liil'llt "'Why are GTFF
mombers being kept in the dark?
We are aware that contract nego
Liations have reached i
HTIprsse, and we are cong erned
that the continuity and expertise
that Diane and Larry have pro
vided for several years (and
through several negotiations
with the University) may be lost

'he GTFF Executive Board
must act now to schedule a
meeting where these important
issues can receive the attention

of the voting membership
Yvonne Rauch
Ernest Stromberg
graduate students
and 17 co-signers

LOTS OF BANG, LITTLE BUCKS.

ClarisWorks 4.0
for Macintosh

$57

ClarisWorks 3.0
for Windows

$65

MICROCOMPUTER SUPPORT CENTER

202 COMPUTING CENTER * 346-4402 « 9AM-5PM
E-MAIL: MPP@OREGON *® HTTP.///MPP.UOREGON . EDU

The only productivity program you need.
ClarisWorks combines word processing,
outlining, spreadsheet, graphics, database,
charting, painting, presentations and comm-
unications in a single easy-to-use program.
Whatever you need to to do, ClarisWorks has
everything you need to get it done—anyplace,
anytime. And ClarisWorks runs lean and
mean, saving on precious disk space and
memory. There's simply never been an
easier-to-use or more hardworking all-in-one

program than ClarisWorks.

Edk al Biacounts avadadie 1o sigbile UO students. facully & stafl Prices subect 10 change
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