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Symposium examines effects of Simpson trial on race, law 
■ DISCUSSION: Media 
lawyers are criticized for 
slanting case information 

By Regina Brown 
HtQhet E&UCAftOn Ekf0Of 

Why was O | Simpson fount! 
innocent of murder, and why 
should anyone core? 

Those were some of the ques- 
tions addressed Wednesday after 
noon at a symposium organized 

In the University's School of 
l-nv University President Dave 
Frohnmayer moderated the sym- 
posium. which included speak- 
ers from the (ommunity and fnirn 
the University 

Participants examined the role 
race and the media played in 
determining public perception of 
tl;i- trial, the m idem >- .inii lhe 
jury. 

Some participants said the 
media slanted their coverage of 

(hi* trial, convicting Simpson 
before the jury was given a 

chain c to hear the evidence 
The puhlii was fed "baseless 

speculation and gossip." said Tim 
Gleason, a professor from the 
School of Journalism who spe- 

talir.es in media law 
A media feeding fren/v buill 

up around the trial, mating sen- 

sationalist Journalism that over- 

powered good coverage Of the 
trial. Gleason said 1'he coverage 

focused on the entertainment 
aspect of the mat, which con- 

Iributed to the Lit k of attention 
to quality coverage based on facts, 
ho said 

Henry 1 overt, a representa- 
tivo from the NAAO1. said the 
lai k of objtK tive media overage 
led the public to condemn the 
jury for finding Simpson not 

guilts 
"IVuple are wrong to have an 

opinion without hearing infor 

iiidtinu uh|e< lively. Luvtui said 
The lawyers involved in them 

ai also contributed to slanted 
mfotm.ition, H.m! Nu/anoo (Ilian 
ti ,i luigeiie lawyer from tin* law 
firm of Walters, Romm ami (3um 
ti She believes they tried the tarsi* 
to the press Both sides appealed 
to the medio by holding press 
onferem es to explain how they 

would portray evidence In ourt, 
(Tlanti noted 
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Cruising down Alder Street, John Bravard and Nina Strika ol the cycling team take advantage of the good weath- 
er Wednesday The cycling team is looking for riders of all levels and rides Weekdays at 3 p m and weekends 
at 10 a m. 
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Housing hosts non-alcoholic keg party — students not fooled 
■ ABUSE: Organizers 
hoped the event would 
teach students about the 

dangers of alcohol abuse 

By Janna Braun 

As students gathered on the 
fourth floor lounge of the Uni- 
versity Inn Wednesday night, a 

feeling of suspicion and doubt 
circulated among them. 

Approximately 30 students 
congregated in the lounge for 
one of the most unprecedented 
events in University Housing 
history — a keg party. Not that 
keg parties are an unusual part 
of college life, hut a University 

Housing-approved keg parly, is. 

in a word, rare 

Students settled in at H p m 

for an evening of beer. pizza and 
movies. But before the beer 
(.ould flow. Britta Dins more 

from the University Counseling 
Center held a 30-minute talk 
about the dangers of alcohol 
abuse and what responsible 
drinking is all about. She talked 
about maximizing the control of 
alcohol use. being a designated 
driver and the various penalties 
for drunkenness. 

"I’m surprised not more resi- 
dence halls do this, because I 
think it's a good learning experi- 
ence,’' said junior Monica 
Ostlund. 

De Wayne Ingram, a UI pro- 
gram assistant, was glad to see 

so many pimple show up for the 
event. “Often times when we do 
programming, people don't 
come, so this was something 
people actually wanted to come 
to. and I'm glad," he said. 

No sooner did the freer start 

flowing than students noticed 
something was wrong. By the 
time most were done with their 
first glasses of beer, it was all 
over except for the announce- 
ment the keg was, in fact, filled 
with non-alcoholic beer 

When UI Resident Assistant 
Ariya Khamvongsa made the 
announcement, the students 
were not fooled. 

"I could taste it," said sopho- 
more Zach Jamieson "There's a 

definite difference between alco- 
holic and non-alcoholic beer. At 
first I thought it would be real, 
so 1 went because I figured I had 
to see it to believe it 

"1 was doubtful about the pos- 
sibility of the whole thing to 

Imgin with," said sophomore 
Brannon Keizer "At first I 
thought it tasted like beer, hut 
after ruy first glass. I realized I 
wasn't even slightly drunk 

By B:2.rj pm. more than half 
of the students left, not even 

waiting for the pizza that was 

still to come. 

"I'm disappointed; I was hop- 
ing people would think they were 

getting drunk and how alcohol 
affects their minds, but it didn't 
quite work out that wav." said U1 
Resident Assistant Mva Telienu 
"1 thought it would I'm cool to see 

people think they’re drunk when 
they’re not We just wanted to 
show people you could have fun 
without alcohol." 

"The problem was they found 
out too fast," Khamvongsa said 
"A lot of these people already 
have exponent e with alcohol, so 

that helped in giving the whole 
thing away. 

"They were promised beer 
and it was non-alcoholic, but 
when people want beer, they 
want alcohol, and unfortunately, 
these guys were not fooled 


