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NEWS FROM THE NORTHWEST

Officer dies, suspect’s
charges postponed

pected assailant has completed
hospital treatment for his
wounds, prosecutors say

Brian Eggleston, 25, was shot
10 times in the shootout that
erupted during a Monday drug
raid at his parents’ east Tacoma

home. Authorities sSaid a

27 shots were

lired n u

shootout

Deputy John Bananola, 36, shot

tha h { |4

n # head and torso, was pro

nounced dead at

Medical Center, when Eggleston
i

ondition Tuesday

was in stable

A decision on charges will not
be made until wrleston has been
released from the hospital and
has been in the Plerce County Jail
lor at least a day, said Deputy
Prosecutor Gerry Horne, noting
that the courts often will extend
that time frame to 72 hours

Fhe shooting is being investi
gated by the sherifl's office, Taco
ma police and th

medical examiner's «

county

A law-enforcement informer

had bought rijuana from Eggle

ston ""a number of times" and
authorities were serving a se

wiarrant whu

occurred, said sheriff's depant

I
ment spokesman Curt Benson
Because the informer had said
them were weBapons in the house
authorities planned a surprise
raid. Bananola, who was weaaning

1 bulletproof vest, was the first
1}

Madigan Army:

officer through the door after
members of a six-man team
knocked at the door and identi
fied themselves as police officers

“We do a number of these raids
every year,”” he said. “There was
nothing different about this one
except it ended in a tragic loss for
our department and the commu
nity,

Bananola, an Air Force veter
an and former county corrections
officer, became a deputy in 1991
ind was well-liked

“Even the SUspedcls respected
him,” Benson said

As a corrections officer
Bananola received an award in
1987 lor saving an inmate's life
A native of Hawaii, he was
engaged to be married and is sur
vived by a 14-vear-old daughter
Irom a previous marriage

Eggleston’s mother and her ex
hushand, both living at the home
were questioned and released
I'he Egglestons had lived in the
modest neighborhood for vears
ind were “good neighbors,” said
Cappy Mcintyre, who has lived
across the street since 1962

I \'_.'i-'n!Il!‘., "!I]:'!'I"t'l[ at a Taco

ma bar, "would go out of his way
to help you,” said a friend of 12
vears who would identify herself
only as “Jenn
He's the last person in the
world | would think this would
fu-s;-}w:. to
In the late 1980s, Eggleston was
charged in Cowlitz County with
second-degree theft and forgery,
ind served 29 months in jail. He
pleaded guilty in Pierce County
in 1990 to possession of stolen
property, a car, and served an 11

ntence on that charge at the

1s the Cowlitz Coun

Child to undergo evaluation
before continuing testimony

WENATCHEE, Wasl AP
One of the key child witnesses
who has testified in six child sex
ring trials is undevoing an eval
uation to see whether she is eme

tionally strong enough to continue

testifyving, attormevs said

The evaluastion caused the
delay ol a pre-tr Mon
day lor Susan w i

has been accused of multiple
counts of child rape and abuse
based in part on statements she
made to Wenatchee sex crimes
Detective Bob Perez, the girl's fos
ter father

The 11-year-old girl had been
subpoenaed to testify, but her lepal
guardian, attorney Neil Fuller
tried to 1llljl.\h the \'.shiun'll.! Suy

i tho odvel vne 1w seems bl
sadie wirte SATL WIS UNEAVAIGOM

I'he hearing was postponed
indefinitely. Everett is scheduled
to go on trial Nov. 14

I'wenty-eight adults have bis
charged since last fall with par
ticipating in what authorities
describe as two loosely organized
SEX rings in operation since 1988

Four of the cases have result
ed in convictions and 10 defen
dants have pleaded guilty. One
person was acquitted and charges
against two others were dis

missed. One person pleaded
guilty to misdemeanor charges

I'en cases are pending

If the girl can’t continue to tes

K '.’-'!-:-l_.u z, 30 P Grrandview

Chelan County Prosecuton

Rie s sald

Authorties decided to have the
child evaluated after the third
imcident where she lost control
at her home: screaming, running
away and, at one time, causing
enough damage to her bedroom

Lo warrant a mali

us mischief
Citation

I'he girl had a history of volatil

1
ity that was reported at other fos

ter homes and her own home

before st

18 was in'.n ed with Perez

ind his wile, Luci

But prosecutors say they're
concerned because the ing idents
seem to occur around the same
time the girl is scheduled to tes
tily in a trial, The girl insists she
still wants to testify, but the con
cern is that she's being pushed
too far, said Deputy Prosecutor

Roy Fore

Critics of the case are con
cerned that the girl has been
coerced or intimidated by Perez
into lving about the abuse

It was not known when the nri s

evaluatior

1 would be completed
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