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B TERRORISM: A letter left behind
by the person(s) who sabotaged
an Amitrack train gives little clue
as o motive

HYDER, Ariz. (AP) FBI agents hunt
ing the saboteur who derailed an Amtrak
train worked Tuesday to determine
whether the " Sons of Gestapo™ is really an
anti-government lerrorist group or just
someone with a grudge against the rail
rond

Fifty-five miles away in downtown
Phoenix, authorities found a device « api
ble of derailing a train placed on a track
The FBI refused to discount the possibil
ity it was a second sabotage attempt

I'he FBI expanded its painstaking search
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

FBI investigates derailment, focuses on ‘Sons of Gestapo’

for evidence to a mile-square area sur
rounding the gulch where the Sunset Lim
ited Jurched off a damaged track and asked
the public for help finding the culprit

The train jumped the tracks at the dam
aged section early Monday, toppling 30
feet from a bridge, killing a crew mem
ber and injuring al least 78 people

A letter found at the scene mentioned
federal raids on right-wing extremists at
Waco, and Ruby Ridge. Idaho. It
was signed “Sons of Gestapo.”
the sabotage was the work of anti govern
ment extremists

A passenger who s
note said Tuesday that it didn't specifi
cally claim responsibility for the derail
ment, sort ol verse
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‘It was a lot of gibberish. It started out
with something about women and chil
dren prayving as it gets dark, then it talked
about how they didn’t have any electric
ity.” said Michelle Cruz, a psychiatric
nurse from Sacramento, Calil., who saw
the letter about 8 1o 10 fest from the coach
held down by a rock. The FBI was men
tioned along with other government agen
cies she couldn’t recall

There apparently are several versions of
the letter, said Gov. Fife Symington, who
said he has read one version. He wouldn't
talk about what it said, except to say he
was told there were multiple versions that
wore |||ll|-.lr.'tl:lv in terms of content

FBI officials held a brief news confer
ence six miles from the scene Tuesday, but
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offered little insight into the investigation
called Operation Splitrail, refusing to com-
maent about the letter

With about 90 agents on the scene, Lar-
ry McCormick, acting special agent in
charge of the Phoenix office, said he
believed it was the bureau’s second-biggest
crime scene investigation after the Okla-
homa City bombing

We are going to pursue every bit of evi-
dence and every lead very thorough-
ly...until we find the person or persons
who committed this crime,” said U.S
Attorney Janet Napolitano.

A tip from a trucker who heard a noise
and saw two men acting suspiciously
around a Southern Pacific track in down-
town Phoenix, caused police Tuesday to
recover a device used to derail a train
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