
Trial begins 
for woman 

accused of 
killing Selena 
■ COURT: f a b 

president is on triai for 

murdering the famous 
Mexican-American singer 

HOUSTON I AIM fury seir< 
Hon got under way Monday in 
the murder trial of the Selena fan 
club president accused of gun- 
ning down the beloved singing 
star, with the defense suggesting 
the weapon went off accidental 
ly, 

"J want jurors who can under- 
stand that .1 weapon can acci- 
dentally discharge.” defense 
attorney Douglas l inker told 
pros pet live jurors "This is not a 

complicated case. The issue 

fiefore you is if she did not inten- 
tionally do it, she is not guilty of 
murder 

Yolanda Saldivar, is, is 

charged with shooting the Tejano 
star at a Corpus Christi mote! 
March :t 1 1‘he 2t-voar-old Gram 
my winning singer had gone 
there to fire Ms Saldivar. Side 
nil's family suspected the woman 
of embezzling $1)0,000 

In a statement to police, Ms 
Saldivar acknowledged pulling 
the trigger of tfie iH caldier pis 
tol aimed at the singer. As the 
fatally wounded Selena lay in the 
motel lobby, Ms Saldivar kept 
police at bav in a parking lot with 
a gun to her head for 0 1 /‘2 hours 
fiefore surrendering. 

Security was tight ns jury selec- 
tion began A SWA I team and 
two bomb-sniffing dogs swept the 
courtroom before the 200 or so 

prospective jurors arrived, and 
10 officers patrolled the floor. 

Throngs of Selena fans had 
linen ex|mm ted but never showed, 
apparently taking court officials' 
advice to stay away during jury 
selection. 

Selena, whose full name was 

Selena Quintanilla Perez, was 

beloved by fellow Mexii ail- 

Amerii ans who listened to 

Tejano. a bouncy blend of Span- 
ish mariachi music and polka 

Mure than 30.000 fans trekked 
to Corpus Christi to pay last 
respects to the singer who. just 
before her death, had hoped to 
break out from the Spanish lan- 
guage pup < harts with her first 
recordings in Knglish. More than 
2.5 million opies of her albums 
have sold since her death 

Thu trial was moved to fious 
ton because of pretrial publicity 
and her popularity in her home- 
town of Corpus Christi Of 155 

prospective jurors initially ques- 
tioned, about one-third said they 
had heard of Selena, 

The jury of 12 plus two alter 
liates won't lie sequestered. I)is 
trict Judge Mike Weslergren told 
the prospective jurors to 'simply 
block out the news 

"This is commonly charm ter- 
izad today as a high-profile lose," 
said the judge, who has also 
barred cameras from the court- 
room at the request of attorneys 
who feared the ext esses of the 
O.l. Simpson trial. 

If convicted. Ms Saldivar 
could get life in prison. 

"All we have to prove is it is 

an intentional act." prosecutor 
Carlos Valdez told the prospec- 
tive jurors 

When asked by the defense 
about the possibility that a 

revolver could discharge acci- 

dentally. 20 of the prospective 
jurors said they did not think that 
could happen. 

You mean a 
student loan lender 

understands that 
all graduate students 

aren’t the same?!? 

Ai Citibank, we 

realize that different 

graduate students 

have different 

needs That’s why 

vve developed 

the exclusive 

(diAssist Loans 

the MBAAssist loan, 

the Medu alAssist 

loan, the Nursing 

Assist loan, the 

EngAssisl Loan, and 

the Grad Assist loan 

Our C iti Assist loans 

are tailored to your 

field of study, so 

things like loan 

limits and repay 

men! terms tit your 

individual needs. 

These CiliAssisI 

loans, along with 

the Citibank Federal 

Stafford loans, 

are part of the 

comprehensive 

Citibank Graduate 

loan Program. 

For mote informa- 

tion. call Citibank 

at 1 floo e>92 8200 

and ask for Operator 

290 or send in the 

coupon below. 

Yes. 
That’s why 
Citibank 
Graduate Loans 
were designed 
with your 
degree in mind. 

PUASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATION KITS ji» iudey 
federal iiaffont and C ttJfwnt loan 
Apt>t«.at>am): 

CitlMedkal Program 
I for Uudenlt a/ aliopathK and 
OiteopOthn medninef 
CltlMBA Program 
(jar graduate bu%tney\ \tudent\j 

CltlEnglnaaring Program 
(for graduate enginrr'mg studrnty) 
CltlNuriing Program 
(for graduate nunmg Uudentx) 
CitiGraduat* Program 
{fat graduate Mudent% of ail other 
dt\riptine\l 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 
Citibank (NYS). Attn : SIC 
PO Boa nu) 

Nam* 

Address Apt 

City State Jip 

telephone 

Social Security » 

(To better service you, be suit* to fill in th«* Social Setunty number atxtvr ) 

You are currently in : college graduate school Year ol graduation 

field of study 

Name of college/graduate school 

Are you a previous student loan borrower Yes No 

I 
Rochester. MY 14692 2948 
OR CALL 1800 692 8200 and itk for Operator 296. 
VISIT OUR WIB SIT! *t http -./.-www loo <o<n MOv+tUf* Citibenk/CStC Win! 

CITIBANKO 


